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ARE YOU PAYING FOR THIS 


WHEN YOU BUY AUTO INSURANCE? 





If you insure your car in a company that 
does not exclude the drinking driver, you 
help pay for bis accidents. Your premium 
dollars help pay for the destruction he 
causes. This makes your insurance cost 


more, 


Yes, you, the conscientious non-drinker, pay 
for the drinking driver’s accidents. You pay 
more in premiums to cover the costs of acci- 
dents which would not happen if there were 
no drinking drivers. You pay, too, in the 
realization that you make his insurance 
cheaper, and therefore, indirectly, encourage 
his continued drinking. Do you want to 
continue to be a party to this? If not, Pre- 


ferred Risk is for you. 


PREFERRED RISK, America’s original total abstainers’ auto insurance 
company, writes auto insurance for non-drinkers only. (The occasional 
“social” drinker is NOT ELIGIBLE.) If you are a safe, non-drinking 
driver, wish to stop paying for the drinking driver’s accidents, and want 
to put your insurance where your heart is, we invite you to MAIL 
THIS COUPON now. 
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FACTS ABOUT GREECE 





e She gave the world a rich heritage, and 
in her language the New Testament was 
written, 


¢.Only one-seventh of 1% of the popu- 
lation is Protestant. 


Poverty-stricken Greece has 16 million 
acres of land, of which over 13 million 
are rocky mountains. 


Almost 2 million people perished during 
the Second World War and in the fight 
against Communism. 


She has approximately 400,000 orphans 
out of a population of a little over 7 
million. 


e Almost one-third of the people are act- 
ual or potential victims of tuberculosis. 
Six out of every ten children are tuber- 
cular or on the verge of it. 


FACTS ABOUT THE AMERICAN 
MISSION TO GREEKS, INC. 
WHAT IT IS: 


e An interdenominational Evangelical faith 
mission, established in 1942, and run by a 
Board of Trustees of 10 consecrated 
Christians. 

@ Registered with the International Cooper- 
ation Administration of the United States 
Government. 


WHAT IT DOES: 


e Has built and maintains the only Evan- 
gelical Orphanage in Greece. 


e Has built and supports a Greek Evan- 
gelical Day School with’ a capacity of 
500 children. 


@ Supports the Macedonian Bible Institute, 
with over 100 students. 


e Has established and maintains the only 
Protestant. Bookstore in the heart of 
thens. 


e Is the main supporter of the Greek 
Evangelical Church, the oldest body of 
Evangelical believers in Greece. 


@ Supports over 400 missionaries. 


e Maintains a summer youth camp and a 
Bible conference in Macedonia. 


els the leading Evan Publishi 
House in Greece, pub about 
of all Greek religious literature. 


e Has prepared the latest and one of the 
best editions of the Modern Greek New 


Testament, published the Million 
Testaments paign and the American 
Bible Society. 


@ In cooperation with the Million Testa- 
ments Campaign and others, has distri- 
buted over 300,000 New Testaments and 
Bibles in Modern Greek. 


e Publishes the leading Greek Evangelical 
monthly, the “Voice of the Gospel.” 
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Publishes two Gospel messages every Sun- 
day in the only two daily Greek news- 
papers of America, the “Atlantis” and 
the “National Herald,” reaching the en- 
tire Greek population of North and 
South America. 


e Sponsors nation-wide daily broadcasts of 
the “Voice of Greece.” 


@ Maintains food and 
throughout Greece. 


clothing centers 


e Provides large quantities of antibiotics 
and other drugs to individual patients 
and whole sanitariums in Greece. 


HOW IT IS SUPPORTED: 


e Through the voluntary contributions of 
individuals and churches. It is not sub- 
sidized by any denomination as such. 


e This work is apmmenet by the Treasury 
Departments of the United States and 
Canada and is therefore tax-exempt. All 
contributions given for its support are 
tax-deductible. 


MISSIONARY PROJECTS: 


We trust that you will deem this work 
worthy of your prayer and support. Here 
are some projects about which you may 
pray: 


e $50 basically supports a native missionary 
for one month. 


© $25 supports a student for a month at 
the Macedonian Bible Institute. 


e $15 supports an orphan for a month. 


e $10 supports a child in the Christian 
Day ool for a month. 


® $25 provides all the medicine needed for 
the average treatment of a tubercular 
person. 


® ccc locally 40 Ibs. of nourishing 
food. 


e $1 provides a Greek Bible. 
e $1 provides 5 Greek New Testaments. 


Undertaking the regular support of some 
ran in Greece will be one of the most 

lessed experiences in your life. It will keep 
you in constant touch with the native 
missionary or child you support. Of course, 
you will also be sent a picture of the per- 
son supported. Write to the Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., P. O. Box 423, New 
York 36, N. Y., expressing your interest and 
desire and ise will promptly give you all 
the detailed information you need. In 
Canada write to 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 
7, Ontario. 


FILM ON GREECE AVAILABLE 


1£ you wish to see with your own eyes all 
the above, write for a booki of the 
beautiful 30 minute 16 mm. co sound 
film, “Man of Macedonia,” a Good News 
Production, 





| WHAT IF THIS WERE YOU? 


“This letter comes to you from the Sani- 
tarium of Soteria, in Athens, Greece, where 
I am a patient. How I praise God for the 
salvation I have found in Christ. I could 
not live without Him. 


“For nine years now I have been strug- 
gling against tuberculosis, and I cannot re- 
gain my health. My poor children are be- 
ginning to show signs of the disease and 
I am afraid it is because they do not have 
anything to eat or a Mother's loving care. 
Their father has suffered from pleurisy and 
is unable to work. You cannot imagine the 
suffering in which our little family is found. 
I just cannot describe it to you. How. is it 
possible for me to get well, knowing that 
my children lack even their daily bread? I 
am afraid they will die and I shall never 
see them again. My despair is beyond 
description. Sometimes I feel it would be 
better for me to die first so that I would 
not have to endure the sorrow of burying 
my children. Please put yourself in my 
place for just a little while and you will 
feel something of the untold tragedy that 
exists in my heart. My clothing is all worn 
cut and my children are almost naked. 
They are two boys, ages 13 and 15. Please 
have mercy on them and don’t worry about 
me. You cannot imagine how a Mother feels 
when she cannot take care of her own 
children. Oh, how I wish I could send them 
something to bring just a little joy into 
their lives! My only comfort is prayer and 
the reading of God’s Word. I have faith to 
believe that the day of miracles is not past 
and that the Lord Jesus Christ is able to 
restore me to health so that I may return to 
my family and give them what they have 
lacked for so many years. 


“With much respect and much hope,” 


Mrs. Polyxeni Terzopoulou 


NOTE: What a despairing cry from the 
heart of this dear Mother! What if this 
were you? What would you have liked others 
to do for you? Dare you do less for this 
dear Christian tubercular Mother and her 
beloved children? The medicine she needs 
will cost $25, and with $6 a 22 lb. package 
of warm clothing can be sent, and with $10 
they can purchase locally 80 Ibs. of nourish- 
ing food. There are many like her who con- 
stitute a modern Macedonian call, “Come 
over and help us.” You can do it through 
the American Mission to Greeks, Inc., Dept. 
E, P. O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y., Rev. 
Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary. In 
Canada write to 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, 





Ontario. 
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YOU, too, an 
Invest for a 


Double Yield 


A TIME-TESTED PLAN... 
proved for more than 50 years! 





In the Wheaton College Annuity Plan 
... your money works for you now, 
providing a safe, generous income for 
your lifetime and for your survivor. 
And while the investment is providing 
for your own financial security, it is 
also working for Christ and His King- 
dom through Christian Education at 
Wheaton College. 

You will find deep satisfaction 
in having a share in the training of 
hundreds of workers and leaders for 
varied phases of Christian service in a 
day when they are so desperately 
needed. Why not start today investing 
for a double yield? 


Free Booklet... 


Ham tells you all about this time- 
tested investment plan with 
wae a spiritual impact. Mail 
St" coupon today. 

mts 7 
WHEATON COLLEGE | 
Dept. E16 Wheaton, Illinois | 


Please send me a copy of Pleasant Tomorrows, 
explaining Wheaton Annuity Plan. 
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LETTERS to the Editors 





INTEGRATION 


To the Editors: 

The editorial by Dr. Barnhouse in the 
December issue of ETERNITY concerning in- 
tegration of choirs, etc., in Billy Graham’s 
spring meetings in Southern cities was not, 
I am sure, intended to be a position either 
for or against the integration in public 
schools now causing so much anxiety in 
these states. 

I believe a statement would be appreciat- 
ed by your readers. 

James T. CRrossINGHAM 
Mount Airy, N. C. 


There is a vast difference between the 
integration of choirs and the integration of 
school children. It is my opinion that much 
of the agitation on school segregation comes 
from an ignorance of conditions in the 
south. A Jewish taxi-driver in New York 
city told us that he was moving from the 
edge of Harlem to Long Island so that his 
children would not have the bad influence 
of the schools in his first neighborhood. 
To put a ten year old child from a cabin 
and cottonpatch, who has had only a few 
weeks of so-called schooling for four years, 
into the same class with children who have 
had good training in adequate schools is a 
sin against both. . 

This is not altogether a matter of race 
for the same problem arises with disad- 
vantaged children from many races. The 
problem is a local one. In my own family 
I had to solve it by sending my children to 
private schools as the nearest public school 
to our residence, close to the borderline of 
a Philadelphia slum, was filled with dis- 
advantaged children. It would have been 
wrong for them and wrong for my children, 
who could read and write well when they 
were six, to be thrown together in the 
same classes. The same problem must always 
be decided on the local situation. 

—Eds. 


PROTESTANT—CATHOLIC—JEW 
(See book review page 31) 


To the Editors: 

It is not for the author of a book to 
dispute with a reviewer, no matter how un- 
favorable the review. But Mr. MacCorkle’s 
comments on my recent book seem to me 
to be so misleading (quite unintentionally, 
I am sure) that I am moved to make not a 
protest but a correction. 

1. Mr. MacCorkle writes: “Its [my book’s] 
chief purpose appears to be a defense for 
the existence of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews.” This is simply not so. 
I have no partnership for or against the 
NCCJ, and I have never been associated 
in any capacity with it. The quotation Mr. 
MacCorkle offers does not support his con- 
clusion. The fact that the “inter-faith move- 
ment has emerged as one of the most 
vigorous and extensive enterprises on the 
American scene,” and “has become one of 
the accepted aspects of the American Way 
of Life,” does not, in my scheme of values, 
necessarily imply approval of the movement, 


since I do not happen to approve of every- 
thing in the American Way of Life. 

2. I am even more astounded by his 
next charge: “The closing chapter [of the 
book] enters the theological realm to con- 
clude with evident approval that American 
religion has become so thoroughly secular- 
ized that the distinction between secularism 
and religion has lost most of its meaning 
today” (emphasis added). Every line of the 
last chapter of my book seems to me suffi- 
cient indication that I do NOT approve of 
the secularization of American religion, 
that I deplore and condemn it in the most 
explicit terms. Thus after my evaluation of 
American religion, I conclude (p. 285): 
“Because it does all these things, his [the 
American’s] religion, however sincere and 
well meant, is ultimately vitiated by a 
strong and pervasive idolatrous element.” 
Does that sound like approval? 

3. Mr. MacCorkle charges that my work 
shows evidence of “blind-spots” because it 
“is written with external objectivity.” I 
have, of course, tried to be objective in the 
sense of attempting to do full justice to the 
facts and tendencies in the American re- 
ligious situation. But my objectivity is a 
carefully limited one. In the Preface, I 
specifically refer to “my own theological 
position, which of course helps to define 
the standpoint from which this study of 
religion in America was undertaken and 
carried through . . .” (p. 7), and in the 
last chapter I give an explicit, though brief, 
statement of my theological standpoint 
(pp. 270-272). It seems therefore unfair of 
Mr. MacCorkle to write as though my ob- 
jectivity were of the spurious “presup- 
positionless” kind once so widespread among 
scholars. 

WiLL HERBERG 


About the three objections of Mr. Her- 
berg to my review: 

1. In his book Mr. Herberg states,” It 
will be noted how big this American idea 
of ‘interfaith relations’ is beginning to loom 
in church councils even on the highest 
levels” (p. 261). Also, in footnote #33 to 
Chapter 10—“Interfaith unity is today im- 
mensely enhanced (italics mine) by the grow- 
ing sense of common cause in defense of 
democracy against Communism, the sworn 
enemy of both democracy and religion” (pp. 
268-9). All of the preceding material as 
handled states a case for the National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews whether or 
not the author so states explicitly. A less 
emphatic statement might be, “The argu- 
ment of the first ten chapters of this book 
points out clearly why we see today, on the 
national scene, such an organization as the 
National Conference of Christians and 
Jews.” 

2. I read author Herberg’s statement on 
the “idolatrous element,” but it appears to 
me that he desires simply to remove what 
he implies is the taint of religion, namely 
secularism, and then the American Way of 
Life, with certain adjustments and deepen- 
ings, perhaps, would be somewhat ideal. 


{Continued on page 46) 
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This Greek woman searches the ruit.s of her home in the hopes of recovering some of her possessions. Photograph 
was taken on the spot by Rev. Douglas G. Stewart at the time of the earthquakes. We must come to the aid of our 
brethren in Greece. 


YOU CAN BRING JOY THIS CHRISTMAS TO A NEEDY FAMILY IN GREECE 


e@ Evangelical believers suffer the loss of loved ones, 
homes and all their possessions in earthquakes. 


e Repeated disastrous earthquakes and the subsequent 
heavy rains have destroyed crops in whole areas and 
the winter will be most trying especially for the al- 
ready undernourished children. 


@ Believers have urgently appealed to us for immediate 
and continued assistance. It will take many months 
to relieve the destitute people. 


e In co-operation with the “CARE” organization, be- 
cause of U. S. government surpluses, we are able to 
send 20 Ibs. of much needed food for every $1.00 gift, 
2,000 Ibs. of food can be sent for every $100.00. 


e All gifts will be sent directly to Greece to administer 
to the physical and spiritual welfare of the Greek 
Evangelical Believers. 


January 1956 


e@ Will you, as a token of your gratitude to God, help 
a destitute Greek family this winter by sending your 
gift to: 


pr — GREEK RELIEF FUND @ = ==" == 


Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 
’ EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
Member Mission, 1.F.M.A. 

811 Westview St., Dept. E-1, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 


Dear Sir: | enclose $...................00 as my gift to help meet the 
physical and spiritual needs of the Greek believers this winter. 





s.r hh ll ee 
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LETTER TO OUR 


READERS 





At this season of the year, it is quite natural that we should 
glance back and take note of the way in which the Lord has used the 
Evangelical Foundation in its various ministries. ETERNITY seems 
to have hit a stride under Mr. Hitt’s executive editorship. As one of 
our friendly, yet severe, critics writes: “ETERNITY is of late becoming 
less of a one-man paper (originally it was DGB alone who caused me 
to subscribe) and this is a good sign.” The same reaction is reflected 
iri many other letters we receive. Friends who have subscribed for 
years because of the blessing received from Dr. Barnhouse’s work in 
ETERNITY now write to say that the magazine has grown in the last 
two years and is now more valuable than ever. 

The Bible Study Hour had its most effective year to date judging 
from mail response and the critical comments of friends. In this 
regard it is most interesting to note that the stations which joined 
our chain at the beginning of the work in 1949 were scheduled to 
broadcast program number 300 the last Sunday of 1955. All of us 
connected with the ministry are deeply conscious of the fact that a 
radio ministry built on expository studies of this nature is some- 
thing of a modern-day miracle. Time and time again we have been 
told by “experts” that the program would not hold the interest of 
the listeners over a period of a year, yet we soon shall complete the 
seventh year of broadcasting, and Dr. Barnhouse has reached only 
the tenth chapter of Romans. 

We have special reason to be thankful for the development of 
the television ministry. This has been in process of study for a num- 
ber of years, and it is certainly a joy to see the mail which is daily 
arriving for Box 8686, our special television address. This is the most 
rewarding phase of our work from the standpoint of reaching those 
who do not know our Lord. I might add here that any of our 
friends who are particularly interested in this ministry can obtain a 
free copy, of the small book which we are sending to our viewers 
who write us. It is entitled “Your Right to Heaven.” Drop me a line 
and I'll be delighted to see that you get your copy. 

Last but far from least is the ministry around which all of the 
others have been built—Dr. Barnhouse’s Bible conference work. The 
Lord has most graciously given some of the greatest conferences of 
recent years during the last twelve months for which all of us are 
grateful. The many letters and telegrams received following Dr. 
Barnhouse’s operation in September were deeply appreciated, and, I 
believe, indicate something of the love which many of our friends 
have for him because of the way the Lord has used him to bring 
blessing to their hearts from the Word of God. 

It is in this spirit of expectation that we face the New Year 
with its opportunities and responsibilities. We covet your support 
in the days ahead. We particularly covet your prayer fellowship. And, 
if the Lord leads you to pray for us, we want you to keep in touch 
with us. Let us know when the Lord has used the work effectively 
in your life; tell us frankly when you feel we have failed to do 
what we should. In other words, if you have learned to understand 
and love the Word of God in a greater way through this ministry, 
remember that you are then a part of it. And, in true Christian fel- 
lowship, let us make the work even more effective in the year ahead 
bv seeing that all the Christians we know are brought into contact 
with ETERNITY and the Bible Study Hour; and as we have oppor- 
tunity, see that the television program is brought to the attention of 
the unsaved whom God has committed to our interest. 

Dr. Barnhouse, the members of our Board of Directors. and all 
our staff join me in wishing you the Lord's very best in 1956. 








— a, 


Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 


Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 











ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


Jan. 12-14, Monthly Bible Conference, Carlisle, 
Pa.; Jan. 17-20, Windsor Ave. Bible Church, 
Oceanside, Long Island; Jan. 22-27, Bible Con- 
ference, Audubon, N. J. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


Jan. 8-15, Wharton Baptist Church, Glenside, 
Pa.; Jan. 18, 25, Francis Childs Methodist 
Church, Collingswood, N. J.; Jan. 20, Mid- 
Winter Commencement, Philadelphia Bible In- 
stitute. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


Jan. 1; 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 27, 29, First Baptist 
Church, New York, N. Y. 








Evangelical Missionary organization in 
New York City requires the services of 
stenographer’ and secretary. Attractive 
salary. Write to: 


Room 2201, 220 West 42nd Street, 
New York 36, New York 

















NEW & DIFFERENT 
DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 


They open floodgates for a fresh infilling. For 
gifts as well as personal use—nothing better. 


Devotions for Juniors 
By Ava Leach James 

A book of youth slanted, Bible-cen- 

tered devotions. One per page in 

large easy-to-read type, written to 
int you! — to find Christ as 
viour | elp them to grow in 

grace. $2.00 


* 
God’s Best Secrets 


By Andrew Murray 
365 devotional ditati by this 
master of ape. “A challenge to 
Godliness victorious — 
says Our Hope. $2.50 
* 


Morning and Evening 
By Charles H. Spurgeon 

732 daily readings complete and un- 

abridged in large clear easy to read 

ee ga eng asses Spo 

en: 

joer thoughes poy night. $2.95 

Unabridged large type ooo 
3. 


Zondervan Publications 
ORDER TODAY FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE 
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NOW AND LATER 


Our Editor-in Chief, Donald Grey 
Barnhouse, is the author of this month’s 
cover story—his impressive “Tomorrow” 
feature in which he makes his “Survey 
of 1955.” 

With a background of more than a 
quarter of century of world travel, wide 
contacts, and a deep knowledge of his- 
tory which he once taught at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, the Editor has 
a way of getting at the heart of world 
trends and counter-trends. But the Edi- 
tor’s scholarship and experiences are 
not the only reasons for his keen 
insight. It is rather his extensive know- 
ledge of the Word of God and his 
Heaven-given gift of reviewing world 
events in the light of biblical truth. 

Christians everywhere have rejoiced 
that the nation which has been thrust 
into a place of world leadership has at 
its head one who has not been ashamed 
to admit his allegiance to the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 


* * * 


American evangelicals still have not 
begun to realize the far-reaching im- 
portance of the discovery of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. Eminent archaeologists have 
not hesitated to say that they make up 
the greatest single development in the 
history of scientific archaeology. 

Just what significance do these docu- 
ments have for the average believer? 
We believe you'll find it profitable to 
read the answer given by F. Wilbur 
Helmbold, librarian of Providence-Bar- 
rington Bible College, who took grad- 
uate work under Dr. William H. Brown- 
lee of Duke University. 

* * * 


The handful of U. S. evangelicals who 
attended the World Council of Churches 
(Continued on page 48) 


THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 








Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


Dec. 28, Third Baptist Church, St. 
Louis, Mo.; Jan. 1-6, First Ba 
Church, Amarillo, Tex.; Jan. 8-13, 
.First Baptist Church, Borger, Tex.; 
Jan. 15-20, Trinity — Church 
Odessa, Tex.; Jan. 29-Feb. 3, First 
Baptist Church, First Presbyterian 
Church, Galveston, Tex. 
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DEDICATION 
Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 


be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, Portable Church Services, and Evangelical Films to His -everlasting glory. 
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; Israel, the Lord’s. people, was in 


fort a or more ites had been Israel's great leader, cho- 
ah: himself. For a generation, men had turned to Moses for 


existence. Through the wilderness he had led them, by. God’s 
he had fed them, and to the entrance of the promised land he’ had 
t heim. And then, Moses died. This indeed was a time of crisis for 


[ there arose. not a sinphed since in Israel like unto 
ie knew face to face. In all the signs and the wonders, 
it him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all 
his land. And in all that mighty land, and in all the 
oe in the sight of ‘all Israel.” (Deut. 34: 














TOMORROW... current Events in the Light of the Bible 





A SURVEY OF 1955 


Beginning at Jerusalem, we shall look over the events of 
last year, going on to the uttermost parts of the earth. We 
shall appraise the various events, choose what we believe 
to be the most important event of the year and the most 
important man of the year. 

The struggle between Israel and Egypt has never been 
officially concluded with a treaty of peace, and the two 
nations remain, therefore, at war. The United Nations 
officials have generally succeeded during the past two or 
three years to contain the two countries so that no actual 
fighting broke out, but in the autumn which has just ended 
the struggle erupted into actual warfare with bloody fighting 
and real casualties. The fighting was not nearly as extensive 
as our American newspapers would lead us to believe. The 
events that caused one New York paper to break out in 
triple headlines of three-inch type had less than three 
hundred men involved in the fighting. Judged by the stand- 
ards of American Indian fighting it would have been looked 
upon as a border skirmish. It must not be forgotten that we 
are living in an age of mass communications in which radio, 
television, and the press are looking for greater and greater 
sensations to stimulate a jaded public. When a real sensa- 
tion does not develop, it is necessary for the announcers and 
headline writers to make a sensation out of whatever is at 





The year 1955 may be remembered 
as one of great sociological changes. 
These three achieved goals which will 


engender change in many unrelated 


fields. 


hand. If the deadline for the afternoon paper is three 
o'clock, then the most important event up to that moment 
takes the same space that would be given to the death of a 
king or the declaration of a major war. 

A writer in a London weekly who had just spent several 
months in the Holy Land pointed out that the nation was 
living in great calm, and that the events of the warfare with 
Egypt hardly disturbed the life of the country at all. It was 
just one of those things, and the people went about living 
as usual. In fact, the event that caused the greatest excite- 
ment in Israel during the. past year was the bringing in of 
an oil gusher which tested out at the quality of the finest 
Arabian oil and which promises to make important changes 
in the economy of Israel. Almost fifty per cent of Israel's 
total imports is made up of oil products, and the bringing 
in of home oil will enable the country to diversify its im- 
ports and lift the economy of the whole country. 

Egypt came into the headlines strongly toward the closé 
of the year by purchasing arms from Czechoslovakia, a 
Soviet satellite. This shocked the West, but it is an event 
that is not too important in itself. The NATO forces have 
complete control of the Mediterranean, and it would be 
impossible for a continuous flow of arms imports to be 
brought into Egypt if the western world wanted to impose 

















an embargo. The real importance of this event lies in 
Russia’s capacity to supply the arms, and this will be con- 
sidered later in this survey. 

There were many evil things in the world that could not 
be traced to Communism or Soviet influence. The tragedies 
of North Africa from Morocco to Egypt, the warfare in 
Israel, the troubles in Cyprus, and the riots in Turkey had 
nothing to do with Communism. The same could be said 
of the violence that marked life in South America during 
the year. Time rightfully pointed out that the world was 
sick—even apart from the troubles that came out of Russia 
—and that the sickness had to be traced back to the fall of 
Lucifer, rather than to the rise of Lenin. 


In other years in this survey, we have proceeded geo- 
graphically around the world to report the events and the 
men that made them. This year, however, we shall divide 
our survey into a consideration of those events that have 
nothing to do with Communism and a further consideration 
of the titanic struggle between the West and Russia, which 
daily grows more sinister and dangerous as many people 
hide the true facts and seek to paint a picture much rosier 
than reality. 

Cyprus is a strategic island from whose high peak the 
coast of Turkey can be seen, and that coast at a spot where 
the chief port for the entire military supply of the Turkish 
army is located. Cyprus has a population two-thirds Greek 
and one-third Turk. The island is under British control and 
has been the center of British military power in the Near 
East since the abandoning of the Suez Canal district to the 
Egyptians last year. A strong local movement for reunion 
with Greece has been started by the Greeks. The Turks on 
the island have resisted this. As a result riots have been 
touched off in Athens and in Istanbul, where there have 
been agitations in favor of the cousins who are on Cyprus. 
Scores of Greeks were killed in Istanbul, and several million 
dollars worth of damage done by looting of Greek-owned 
stores. If England granted a plebiscite, the island would 
vote for union with Greece. This would jeopardize British 





























military power in the Near East and might touch off a 
local war, since Turkey says she will move on Cyprus if 
there is thought of its passing out of friendly hands into 
enemy hands. She considers the Greeks to be enemies even 
though Greece and Turkey are both in NATO as allies 
against the common Communist threat. Like France and 
Germany, they have been traditional enemies for centuries. 
The situation remains a powder keg. 


France, after losing her power in Indo-China a year ago 
has seen her power wane in North Africa. Constant disor- 
ders have marked the year with a great triumph for the 
Moors who have forced the hand of France to the point 
where the Sultan of Morocco, who was exiled to Madagascar 
two or three years ago, has been brought back in triumph 
to his people. It seems very possible that French power will 
be still further weakened throughout North Africa. 

Another victory for the dark-skinned peoples has been 
the triumph of the Kabaka (king) of Buganda. This man, 
Kabaka Frederick, was brought up as prince in Uganda, 
and with a Christian Englishman as tutor. He was educated 
in England at Cambridge University, and was there as a 
student at the time the Editor of Eternity held his first 
mission to the University in 1946, and attended some of the 
meetings. His former tutor was also there and arranged for 
us to have dinner together. The young prince definitely 
confessed that he had trusted in Christ from his youth. 
Having returned to Uganda and having become king, he 
strongly resisted British policy for the union of certain terri- 
tories under strong control of Britain. The British exiled 
him to London, but conditions in Uganda became so restive 
that he was finally permitted to return in great triumph 
towards the close of this year, and his policies were publicly 
adopted, instead of those which had been previously ad- 
vanced by the British Colonial Office. This makes the 
Kabaka a very strong man in Central Africa, and it is to be 
expected that there will be further movement towards the 
strengthening of national participation in the government 
of that part of the continent. 

The Union of South Africa pursued its devilish and 
foolish policy of apartheid, and near the end of the year 
its delegates walked out of a United Nations session when 
that body (probably against the provisions of the UN 
Charter) voted disapproval of the racial discriminations 
practiced in that country. 

Across the Atlantic there were upheavels in several coun- 
tries. In this column a year ago, in surveying the events of 
1954, we wrote, “Peron expressed independence of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, and opposition is crystallizing so 
rapidly at the close of the year that he may be overthrown. 
If he is, it will be Example 1,000,001 of the power of the 
Jesuits.” The year has passed, Peron has been overthrown, 
and it is difficult to discern the nature of the military junta 
that is now in control. We have a strong suspicion that men 
in black robes are close to the powers that are the front 
government. At all events the Vatican officially recognized 
the new regime within a few hours after it was seen to be 
successfully established. Nevertheless, the struggle between 
the Vatican and liberal forces is deep rooted, and near the 
close of the year three priests were jailed for connection 
with a supposed plot to overthrow the present government. 

The plight of France was another sore spot in the world 
that was not due primarily to Communism. France has re- 
ceived a vital legacy from history. ivo nation has contributed 
more to our democratic liberties. She is the key to Western 
(Continued on page 40) 





PEACE OF MAN 
and the PEACE OF GOD 


How far can man go to achieve peace? These 
words of Dr. Malik carry implications for Christian 
behavior. 


who is not today either talking about or protesting 

peace? When such is the case, however, one cannot be 
too careful. For peace becomes the universal theme either 
because, in a world without peace, people think peace is 
possible and perhaps even attainable, or because, in a world 
without peace, people are really in their hearts afraid lest 
peace be fundamentally elusive. People start talking about 
a desirable thing either because it is possible or because it 
is impossible. Which of these two contradictory reasons 
is actually operative in the present instance, and whether 
it is politically expedient to have the two reasons mixed up 
with one another, certainly appearances by themselves can- 
not decide. 

One thing we may be sure of, however: nobody wants 
war. Having reflected on this matter for a long time and 
knowing a little about the factors, if not also, or as much, 
the policies, involved, I am sure of this proposition. But 
if nobody wants war, it does not follow that people will 
settle down for any kind of peace. In fact tension is pre- 
cisely that state wherein people are neither willing to go to 
war nor able to achieve peace. The self-indulgent theory 
that nuclear weapons have rendered war obsolete and 
will therefore tend to force people to accept any kind 
of peace is both naive and dangerous. It is simply untrue. 
For not even under the menace of the bomb will peace 
become an automatic thing. 


yi he search for peace seems now to be seriously on. For 


Il 


* There are natural, objective conditions of peace over 
which the mind of man, in the act of knowledge, is an ab- 
solute lord; and when sincere leaders employ all their 
energies, all their gifts, all their skills, all the accepted rules 


Reprinted from the Princeton Seminary Bulletin, October, 1955. 


BY CHARLES A. MALIK 
Delegate to the UN from Lebanon 


of the game to discover and develop these conditions, one 
can only understand and be thankful. Human reason is as 
capable of knowing, expounding, and mastering the condi- 
tions of peace as it is of mastering any situation in the 
natural and speculative sciences. The concept, then, of the 
peace of man, namely, of a peace sought, elaborated, under- 
stood, and secured by the rational endeavor of man, is a 
perfectly valid and perfectly respectable concept. 

The main lines of this objective peace can be easily seen. 
Its principle is the maintenance among sovereign and in- 
dependent states of a certain order and balance on every 
level of international relationship. Thus, nationally, all 
peoples and nations must either be permitted to exercise 
the right to self-government in freedom or be clearly on 
the road to doing so. Juridically, the nations must accept 
the rule of law under some such instrument as the Charter 
of the United Nations. Militarily, the armaments of the 
nations must constitute a finely equilibrated system, and 
every plan of disarmament must maintain the same order 
of equilibration at every level of reduction. Politically, the 
nations may, and actually do, enter into all sorts of balanc- 
ing agreements and alliances, provided the aim .and spirit 
be purely defensive. Economically it is impossible to speak 
of peace in this world which has shrunk to a neighborhood 
so long as the standard of living in certain countries in the 
West is twenty or thirty times the standard of living in most 
of the countries of the East. 

In the field of fundamental human rights, so long as 
tyrannies over the minds and souls of men continue in 
large parts of the world unchallenged and undisturbed, how 
can one honestly talk of real and lasting peace? Man craves 
for freedom more than for anything else, and he will ever 
remain restless and unhappy until he is free, free not only 
politically and materially, but above all free to seek, to 
find, to know, and to be in the truth, in freedom, and in 
love. 

Nor is it possible to speak of peace while the so-called 
“proletarian revolution” gains in momentum, both directly 
and indirectly, throughout the world; for while it is true 


10 We are not judged by men’s opinions, but by God’s word ETERNITY 
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that war is one thing and revolution is another, it is equally 
true that revolution is one thing and peace another. Nor 
can a state of things in which large sections of mankind are 
systematically cut off from reasonably free and normal in- 
tercourse—intellectually, socially, economically—with the 
rest of mankind be really called peace; for fear and mis- 
trust, error and distortion—these breeding grounds of war— 
can only be dispelled if people meet one another, whether 
bodily or intellectually. 

These nine, then, are the principal structures of the peace 
of man. They are objective conditions perfectly lucid to the 
mind and perfectly open to man’s natural endeavor. There 
is nobility, there is grandeur, there is honour, there is to- 
day .extreme urgency in seeking these things, and whoever 
is called, whether by his office or by his interest, to secure 
for us this peace of reason, which answers to man’s inmost 
essence, is certainly engaged in one of the noblest tasks. 
Man must always get on with the job of elaborating his 


peace. 
Il 


Unfortunately, this analysis—so clear and reasonable 
and even soothing—does not exhaust the facts. Man yearns 
for peace—the peace to which he is impelled by the very 
nature of things—and yet somehow it always eludes him. No 
sooner does he plug one leak in the dam than another leak 
develops elsewhere. Even if he knew all the natural condi- 
tions of peace and strove with all his heart to realize them, 
still there is no guarantee that he will have peace. This is 
not taking malicious pleasure in his state: this is honestly 
facing it. 

The objective situation whether of man or of history, is 
much more complex and baffling. For on the one hand we 
have and have had for 2000 years the fact of Jesus Christ, 
and on the other, we have and have always had the fact of 
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the devil. No analysis that does not take these two crucial 
facts into account can really claim that it knows anything 
about the possibility or impossibility of peace. 

Socrates’ simple assertion that all men seek the good is 
not true. He may have known better and this therefore may 
have been part of his irony. For man may know the good 
perfectly and still he may rebel against it, for no other rea- 
son than that he likes his rebellion, namely, than that the 
spirit of dread and destruction has gotten hold of him. The 
position, then, that all men seek the good overlooks the 
possibility of the devil, which the Greeks did not know. 
And because they did not know it their culture ended on a 
note of gloom and despair: the very gloom and despair in 
which all man-centered culture must inevitably end. 

The devil’s commonest trick, especially in our enlight- 
ened age, is to conceal or efface himself, causing people to 
believe that he does not exist and making them appear 
perfectly ridiculous if they believed that he did. Therefore, 
to smoke him out of his hiding-places is always one of the 
most necessary tasks. For it is only as man knows the devil 
and knows how he was overcome, namely, on the Cross, 
that the shout of victory can come forth from the bottom 
of his heart—brokenly, thankfully, and with tears of joy. 
“Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound” (Rom. 
5:20). 

Nor is it true that all men seek or want peace; for again 
radical rebellion may have taken hold of them. What about 
those who believe that the very nature of things is not 
peace, not understanding, not concord, nor harmony be- 
tween elements on the same level or between different levels, 
but perpetual opposition, antagonism, contradiction, war? 
What about those whose first principle is the war of op- 
posites, who interpret all history and all culture and value 
as the outcome of the strife of classes, a strife determined 
by man’s basest impulses, namely, envy, hatred, pride, and 
greed? He is not an honest seeker of peace who is not 
metaphysically peaceful. Nor.is he a peacemaker in the 
biblical sense who has not yet completely overcome in his 
own heart all envy, hatred, pride, and greed. For to be cuil- 
dren of God means precisely that we have risen above the 
strife of the children of men, risen both in thought and in 
the actual fellowship of the Church to a certain knowledge 
and a certain being in which there is only transparency, 
trust, joy, forgiveness, love, and peace. 

The peace of man is a necessary and honorable thing, 
but it is different from the peace of God. The peace of God 
is the actual reign of the Holy Ghost in the Church, here 
and hereafter. I cannot derive this peace by reason, because 
there is no reason why the Church should exist, and yet it 
does. That is one reason why “the love of Christ. . . passeth 
(all) knowledge” (Eph. 3:19) and “the peace of God... 
passeth all understanding”. (Phil. 4:7). The peace of God 
is a pure gift of God, but a given and continuing and avail- 
able gift, “and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” 
(Matt. 16:18). And yet man’s nature, man’s reason, man’s 
peace, are in no way distorted or displaced or destroyed by 
this gift: on the contrary, they are perfected. 


(Continued on page 39) 


Nothing of God dies when a man of God dies 1] 











366 DAYS 


There are certain things which every 
believer in our Lord Jesus Christ should 
do this coming year. In view of our 
great indebtedness to the God of all 
grace let us resolve, with David, that 
“daily shall He be praised” (Ps. 72:15). 
This should be, not only in a decent 
ten-seconds grace before an hour’s meal, 
but throughout the day. David said else- 
where, “I cry unto Thee daily” (Ps. 
86:3) and the revision has it, “I cry unto 
Thee all the day.” 

For many years I have awakened every 
morning with the singing of a hymn: 

When morning gilds the skies 
My heart, awaking, cries 
“May Jesus Christ be praised!” 
Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair; 

“May Jesus Christ be praised!” 

There are also 366 days ahead in 
which the Scriptures must be “searched.” 
The believers of Berea were more noble 
than those in Thessalonica, “in that 
they searched the Scriptures daily” 
(Acts 17:11). How can there be growth 
apart from the Word of God? The Lord 
Jesus asked the Father to sanctify us 
through His truth, and then reminded 
Him that it was the Father’s Word that 
is truth (John 17:17). Surely we are to 
seek the living bread before we have 
tasted the “daily bread” which He so 
bountifully supplies. 

God also tells us that we are to wait 
upon Him every day and to watch for 
His guidance. Upon the man who does 
so He pronounces definite blessing: 
“Blessed is the man that heareth Me, 
watching daily at My gates, waiting at 
the posts of My doors” (Prov. 8:34). 
There are several different Hebrew 
words which express shades in the mean- 
ing of waiting. Quite different words are 
used when.one is waiting for a man 
from when one is lying in wait for an 
animal. But the word that is used here 
is that of a servant waiting at the tent 
door for the Master to summon him to 


12 What has God not done that could be done? 


give him orders. There are 366 days to 
watch and wait for Him in this way. 

There will be conflict, for the Lord 
tells us that the enemy will be attacking 
us daily. “Be merciful unto me, O God; 
for man would swallow me up; he, fight- 
ing daily, oppresses me. My enemies 
would daily swallow me up” (Ps. 56:1,2). 
It is because of this that God tells be- 
lievers that they are to “exhort one an- 
other daily” (Heb. 3:13). 

And if the Lord Jesus Christ exhorted 
us to take up His cross daily (for the 
only cross is His cross), and to follow 
Him (Luke 9:23), He taught us that 
when we had lifted this burden it would 
no longer be a burden, but that He 
would daily load us with benefits (Ps. 
68:19). Altogether, then, it will be a 
good year—daily. 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Our deepest congratulations are off- 
ered to the editors of the New York 
Post for their courage. In a great city 
where the power of the Roman Catholic 
Church is so massive, they have taken a 
fearless stand against the encroachments 
of this foreign power (the Vatican). 
Their leading editorial recently ran un- 
der a double headline It Was a Quiet 
Dinner But The Toast Was Unforget- 
table. 

“In Our Town the other night some 
300 citizens . . . joined in paying hom- 
age to a foreign dictator. According to 
the news reports, no dissenting voices 
were heard; at the climax of the evening 
the guests stood and drank a toast to the 
aforesaid dictator. It was proposed by 
Bishop Fulton J. Sheen in these extra- 
vagant words: “I ask you to drink to 
our friend, the leader of Spain who, 
from deep and intimate personal ex- 
perience, I believe to be not only the 
most unselfish but one of the greatest, 
if not the greatest, heads of state in the 
world, with the exception of our own 
President.” 





The Post continues: “As far as we 
know, no FBI agents hovered around as 
the gathering, organized by the Amer- 
ican Friends-of Spain, offered tribute to 
an alien despot. There have been no 
demands for Congressional scrutiny of 
an assemblage offering such unqualified 
endorsement to the leader of a ruthless 
totalitarian regime that owes its exist- 
ence to Hitler and Mussolini. There has 


~ been a deep, if embarrassed, quiet.” 


After pointing out that in this country 
anyone has a right to drink a toast to 
anyone he pleases, the Post says: “Yet 
we cannot avoid noting the double stand- 
ard under which such an affair wins im- 
munity from criticism at a time when 
so many men are required to pass the 
most exacting tests of loyalty to democ- 
racy. If the friends of any other tyrant— 
whether Communist or Titoist—were to 
hold comparable services in honor of 
their favorite foreign dictator, there 
would be a sustained outcry of protest. 
But the friends of Franco have achieved 
a special status . . . Admittedly Franco 
is said to be on ‘our side’ these days. 
The same is said of Tito, and once was 
said of Stalin and Peron. Diplomatic 
expediencies may be offered to explain 
alliances, but they do not require the 
glorification of any dictator, nor do they 
justify the rewriting of history. If we 
have learned anything it is that demo- 
crats are in trouble when they hold 
hands with Communists to fight Fascists 
or embrace Fascists in fighting Com- 
munists.” 

Thank God that there are still voices 
that dare to speak out against such a 
ruthless murderer as Franco showed 
himself to be during the Spanish civil 
war. And we take note of the fact that 
Sheen confesses deep and intimate per- 
sonal experience of this murderer. 

Frequently Roman Catholics ask us 
why we oppose the idea of a Romanist 
in the Presidency. They speak of such 
opposition aS narrow and bigoted. But 
we insist that the record of history 
shows multiplied instances of Roman 
Catholic support of monsters who owed 
no small measure of their power to the 
fact that they were willing to further the 
interests of the Roman See. Eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty. 


PRINCESS MARGARET 


Certain observations on the case of 
Princess Margaret can furnish important 
lessons. First of all, however, the con- 
gratulations of the Christian world be- 
long to this Christian princess who has 
submitted herself to the teachings of 
the Word of God and has followed duty 
rather than self-will. Such examples are 
all too rare in a generation that walks 
after its own desires. 

The whole affair illustrated, in a 
nauseating fashion, the manner in which 
press and radio will work for base, sel- 
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fish motives. The whole flow of events 
demonstrated that there was a section 
of the press and radio that would take 
the private feelings of a defenseless 
princess and milk them to the utmost in 
order to sustain the avid reader interest 
of a thrill-seek constituency. The basic 
rights of freedom and privacy of the 
individual were violated in a gross fash- 
ion. 

Even worse than the treatment of the 
case in its earlier stages was that which 
greeted the decision of the princess. 
Radio commentators sneered at the 
Church for its supposed interference, 
and newspapers carried the same refrain. 
This cry was so blatant that the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury was forced to make 
an unprecedented appearance on tele- 
vision to announce that the Church had 
brought no pressure whatsoever on the 
princess; the decision had been her own. 

Much of the press is morally vile. 
When Ingrid Bergman flaunted her 
adultery in the face of the world and 
announced that she was having an ille- 
gitimate child by her movie producer, 
the press, in bathos, drooled over this 
“romance.” It was not romance, it was 
sin, and will be so judged by God in the 
light of His Word. This same press 
wished to have an instance of a woman 
in even higher place than a movie actress 
who would contribute to the break-down 
of morals in the world and thus condone 
the loose living of a generation which 
merits Christ’s description—“wicked and 
adulterous.” 

The newspapers and commentators 
who followed the case day by day were 
openly advising the princess to “follow 
her heart.” When she accepted the fact 
that the heart is deceitful and not to be 
followed and moved in the path of faith 
and duty, these counsellors could not 
conceal their mortification that their ad- 
vice had not been followed. 

Christians must ever be alert to the 
fact that true guidance can be found 
only in the Word of God, and must rea- 
lize that the world hates and will con- 
tinue to hate the restraints that are im- 
posed by God upon the manifestations of 
the sin that is in the human heart. And 
God bless the princess for her faithful- 
ness. 


FELLOWSHIP 


When a man becomes a Christian, he 
not only gives assent to a new set of be- 
liefs, but he finds that he has a new life, 
and that he is in a new stream of 
thought, living in an entirely different 
society. He is now a member of the body 
of Christ. He does not cease to be a 
member of his family, but he has a new 
relationship to that family. He does not 
cease to be a member of his work group, 
but he has a new relationship to that 
work group. He does not cease to be a 
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citizen of his country, but he has a new 
relationship to his country. He will still 
live and move in the circles in which he 
has lived and moved before, but he will 
live and move in a different fashion. He 
will have added so much by becoming a 
Christian that he will draw all his re- 
sources from his new life and will there- 
fore have a transformed attitude in all 
his older circles. 

Mark tells us of the man who lived in 
the Decapolis and who was deaf. He had 
a life in which there was the experience 
of sight, and of feeling, and of tasting, 
and of smelling, but he had a life in 
which there was no sound. When the 
Lord Jesus opened his ears and loosed 
the string of his tongue (Mark 7:35), 
the man did not lose his sight and feel- 
ing and other senses, but his world was 
increased by the addition of the new 
dimension of sound. It is in this way that 
the Lord comes to those who put their 
trust in the Saviour. A man doesn’t 
change grandfathers, or lose his bank 
account, or live in a different circle of 
society by becoming a believer, but he 
keeps the old things and adds an im- 
measurably rich newness to life. It is 
true that the coming of the new some- 
times will so transform the old that it 
will be altered beyond recognition. He 
may discover that he no longer wants to 
keep the same social relationships that 
he had before he was saved, but this is 
not relevant to our present subject. 

The church of Jesus Christ is not a 
building where people come together for 
a religious service, but it is a gathering 
of people who come together in order to 
worship God and to build each other by 
mutual faith and strength. God even 
tells us that He puts people together in 
the church and gives each one something 
that all the others need. It is only as we 
come together in this manner that we 
can begin to understand the fellowship, 
the communion, that God has for us. We 
should never be satisfied with less than 
this in our church relationships. 


OLD FOLKS 


There is a great deal of religion in our 
country, but there is a sad lack of “pure 
religion.” This was brought to mind re- 
cently by a letter from one of our sub- 
scribers who asks us to write about the 
plight of Christian old people. Our 
correspondent thinks that young Chris- 
tians might call on some elderly lady 
and offer to dust the room and straighten 
up the room of the person visited. She 
says, “An old lady of means, but alone 
and arthritic like me, called on the 
phone and said, “Mrs. X, I'm going to 
starve to death in my own home because 
I’m unable to stand at the stove and 
prepare a decent meal.’ I told her, ‘I’m 
in the same fix.’ I rebel at pity. I'd like 
Christian understanding. I can read the 
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best of books, but my eyés are getting 


bad cataracts. I know programs are 
more attractive in the organized church 
than a visit to an old person. When 
folks can walk, I wonder if they are 
thankful. A preacher’s wife wrote me a 
note some time ago and said she would 
send some of their young folks to sing 
to me. I wrote her I have a radio for 
singing, what I need is people who can 
talk of things in general and good 
books . . . I need company who will 
not talk to me as though I were senile.” 

Now God has told us in James 1:27, 
“Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this, to visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world.” All the available statistics point 
to a tremendous increase in the elderly 
population of the country. The life 
span is being prolonged. Millions of 
people over seventy will be living in our 
country in the course of the next few 
years, and this figure will push up to 
represent the greatest segment of the 
population. It is the Christian duty of 
the churches to organize social activities 
for those over sixty, and above all it is 
the Christian duty of individuals to 
seek out old folks to talk to them. A 
member of our congregation who is a 
woman past seventy, broke down and 
cried to me sometime ago because of 
her loneliness. She lived in a single room 
in central Philadelphia. She had come to 
the point of buying her groceries one 
item at a time and in different stores 
near her house in order that she might 
hear the human voice of the clerk 
speaking to her in a moment of con- 
versation. 

Those of us who live normal family 
lives and who are in constant contact 
with people cannot understand the fan- 
tastic loneliness of the lonely. If it is at 
all possible, you should give one hour a 
month to visiting some elderly person 
who is alone. Don’t go merely to read 
the Bible to them. They probably have 
read it and read it. You may move in 
that direction, but be ready to follow 
their lead and talk about the weather, 
the church, the football game, the new 
book, the magazine article, clothes or 
fishing, or whatever the interests of the. 
old person are. Above all give them 
plenty of chance to talk. It may bore 
you, but it may be a psychological re- 
lease for them that will be better than 
a week in Florida in the sun. And don’t 
forget that God Almighty has said that 
this is “pure religion.” 


CHAIN LETTERS 


One of our subscribers has forwarded 
to us a chain letter which she has re- 
ceived suggesting that editorial com- 
ment would be a good thing, 
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ship began in 1947 with the discovery of some very 

ancient manuscripts in a cave near the north-west 
shore of the Dead Sea. These Dead Sea Scrolls have been 
called “the most important discovery ever made in Hebrew 
manuscripts,” The first manuscripts were found in a cave 
near Wadi Qumran, and these have since been called the 
Qumran I manuscripts (meaning manuscripts from Cave I 
near Wadi Qumran). The story of the finding and disposal 
of these manuscripts has been repeatedly told so that it is 
quite common knowledge. The scrolls included a well-pre- 


new and very significant epoch in Biblical scholar- 



































Courtesy Biblical Archaeologist 
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DEAD SEA SCROLLS 
Friend or Foe? 


Do the ancient manuscripts undermine faith in Jesus Christ 


Librarian, Providence-Barrington Bible College 


When you cannot enjoy the faith of assurance, live by the faith of adherence 


and the Bible? 


What value have the scrolls for the Christian who is not a trained 


Biblical scholar? 


By F. Wilbur Helmbold 


served manuscript of the complete Book of Isaiah, dated 
about 100 B.C., a thousand years earlier than previously 
known Old Testament texts. With the Isaiah Scroll was a 
manuscript Commentary on the Book of Habakkuk, a Man- 
ual of Discipline of an ascetic Jewish sect, a fragile manu- 
script which could not be unrolled or fully identified until 
this year, a group of non-Biblical Thanksgiving Psalms, a 
scroll describing a War of the Children of Light with the 
Children of Darkness, and a manuscript containing the 
last twenty chapters of Isaiah. These manuscripts. under- 
went varied vicissitudes but were eventually obtained for 
the Israel government and are to be housed in a “Shrine of 
the Book.” 


Slightly more than a half-mile south of the cave stands 
the ruins and cemetery of Khirbet Qumran, the center of a 
Jewish sectarian community, probably alluded to by Jose- 
phus and Philo. Archaeologists excavated this site in suc- 
cessive expeditions in 1951, 1953, 1954 and 1955. Among the 
interesting discoveries there was a scriptorium, or writing 
room, where some of the scrolls probably had been copied in 
ancient times. Pottery identical to that found in the cave 
pointed to a further connection of the cave and the com- 
munity center. Further evidence pointed to several distinct 
occupations of the site by different groups of occupants 
from about 185 B.C. to 135 A.D. 

The total discoveries have turned up fragments of every 
book of the Old Testament, with the possible exception of 
the book of Esther. Besides the biblical material, the manu- 
scripts include fragments of apocryphal literature such as 
the Book of Jubilees and the Book of Enoch, and other ma- 
terials of great interest for New Testament background. 
Through the coordinating evidence of archaeology, paleo- 
graphy, linguistics, numismatics, and even nuclear science, 
the dates of the Qumran I scrolls has been decisively 
settled at ca. 150-25 B.C. 
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The famous Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah, skiowing Isaiah 12:15 


The Scrolls—Friend or Foe? 


The controversies of interpretation of the manuscripts 
have not been settled. Many are asking whether the newly- 
found manuscripts undermine faith in Jesus Christ and the 
Bible? And others want to know what value the scrolls have 
for the Christian who is not a trained biblical scholar? 

These questions about the Dead Sea Scrolls are no mere 
“straw men” to be knocked down at will by advanced 
linguistic scholars or by Bible-quoting believers. They pose 
real problems which are confronting every person interested 
in the history and meaning of Judaism and Christianity. 
Some radical interpretations of the Dead Sea Scrolls could 
have serious effects on Christian beliefs. 

Some conservatives in their zeal to “defend the faith” have 
pointed out the extent to which the scrolls conform to the 
standardized Hebrew text of the Masoretes which is gen- 
erally used in printed Hebrew Bibles. The fact that the 
whole book of Isaiah is included in one manuscript has been 
used by incautious conservatives to prove that there is only 
one Isaiah. Actually this does not prove the case for one 
Isaiah, since the manuscript is a copy made at least one 
hundred years after the latest possible date for the final form 
of the book as we now have it. Neither do the new scrolls 
give any added support to the critical view of separate 
Isaiahs. So the Isaiah problem, at least at this date, is not 
materially affected by the Qumran discovery. The value 
of the scrolls for Old Testament study lies in other direc- 
tions. 

Unmistakable parallels exist between the practices and 
beliefs of the ascetic Jewish sect which occupied the Qum- 
ran community and may facets of New Testament history 
and teaching. So obvious and impressive are these parallels 
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that the inevitable too-wide swing of the pendulum has 
already taken place, and some scholars are saying that 
Christianity is largely “an Essenism that succeeded.” Against 
this radical interpretation there will surely come a sharp 
reaction, particularly when conservatives awake to the 
tremendous importance of these discoveries and the inter- 
pretations being placed upon them. It is quite possible that 
the reaction could be so violent in the opposite direction 
that substantial benefits from moderate use of the scrolls 
would be forfeited. 

One of the most sensational interpretations has been set 
forth by Professor André Dupont-Sommer of the Sorbonne 
in Paris. Dupont-Sommer over-emphasizes the extent to 
which the ascetic Essene doctrines and customs affected 
Christianity. He represents Jesus as appearing “in many 
respects as an astonishing reincarnation of the [sect’s] 
Teacher of Righteousness!” In his second book, Dupont- 
Sommer underlines his initial caution in using the word 
“appears” and goes on to point out some contrasts between 
tthe ministry of the Teacher of Righteousness and Jesus. 
But the upshot of the matter is that emphasis upon this in- 
terpretation makes the Essene sect and its Teacher of 
Righteousness more genuinely original and unique than 
the Church and its founder, Jesus Christ. 

Dupont-Sommer’s ideas have been especially intriguing 
to an able American journalist, Edmund Wilson. Mr. Wilson 
gave these views wide circulation in an extensive article in 
the New Yorker which has since been republished in expand- 
ed book form. ‘ 

Two eminent Presbyterian scholars, Dr. Frank M. Cross, 
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WINDOW ON 


THE WORLD 





Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 


Mexico Is Withdrawing Welcome from Its Mennonites and Mormons 
Sweden Bars Alcoholic Ads in Six Month Moratorium 
Jews Are Emigrating from Moslem - French Trouble in Morocco 


MEXICO’S MENNONITES IN TROUBLE 


Mennonites, who went to Mexico in 
1921 at the invitation of President Obre- 
gon, in order to find asylum where they 
could live according to the dictates of 
their conscience, are running into ser- 
ious trouble. They have now multiplied 
until their number is about 17,000. 
They were granted freedom from mili- 
tary service, the right to have their own 
schools, and to follow their own relig- 
ious practices. They are now the objects 
of great jealousy, for they have become 
very wealthy as they have worked hard 
in a country where the majority of the 
nationals have a very casual attitude to- 
ward hard work. The main difficulty at 
present is that they have been guilty of 
obstructing the government electrifica- 
tion program. They are opposed to the 
advance of modern inventions and are 
accused of having sabotaged the plan 
and having destroyed every installation 
so far attempted in their territory. They 
have forty-three colonies, headed by 
forty-three men who in turn are repre- 
sented by one man before the Mexican 
government. The latter has stated that 
in principle the Mennonites will not ac- 
cept man-made electricity, telephones or 
telegraph facilities. 

At the same time the government an- 
nounced its difficulties with the Men- 
nonites there was also a short statement 
of its difficulties with the Mormons who 
have been granted similar asylum in 
Mexico. Their number is much smaller, 
but they have been granted the right to 
practice polygamy, and are living with 
their plural wives openly. 

Mexico is a country of many isolated 
groups, and there are scores of Indian 
tribes with their own languages, and 
with very faint contacts with Spanish. 
This constitutes a main problem for the 
central government. Moses T. de la 
Pejia, one of Mexico’s outstanding dem- 
ographic authorities, has been unusually 
blunt in his criticism of the Mernonites 
and the Mormons, as well as other small 
groups. He says, “They are a demo- 
graphic tumor. . . Nothing is more un- 


desirable for a country than to have a 
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people who accept its hospitality and 
enrich themselves while assuming con- 
duct inimical to the state.” 

Mennonites in this country should do 
everything possible to establish contact 
with their brethren in Mexico and to 
bring them to the place where they ac- 
cept the advance of such things as elec- 
trification programs and other modern 
improvements. Otherwise there is going 
to be persecution and there will be the 
danger of thinking that it arises from 
their relationship to Christ. ' 


JEWS IN JEOPARDY 


The troubles in French Morocco be- 
tween the French and the Moslems is 
having # terrible effect upon the Jews, 
of which there are about 200,000 in the 
colony. There is a proverb there that 
when there is a fight between a Moslem 
and a Frenchman a Jewish head gets 
broken. In 1954 1,127 Jews left for 
Israel in the first seven months of the 
year. Then there was a riot in which 
seven Jews were killed near Casablanca 
and the emigration figure jumped to 
9,240 in the last five months. In 1955 
the figure was 15,348 for the first eight 
months and it is expected that the 
total for the year will be more than 28,- 
000. Jews have been living in Morocco 
since the destruction of the Temple in 
Jerusalem in the year 70 A.D. If the 
present rate of emigration continues 
there will be no Jews left in the land 
by 1963. 


ROMAN INFLUENCE IN PANAMA 


The Star and Herald is a newspaper 
published in Panama City just outside 
the Canal Zone but which is the main 
newspaper of the American citizenry on 
the Zone. Recently the editor of that 
paper sounded off an editorial entitled 
“Freedom of the Air,” which was in 
reality a bitter attack on Protestant 
Christianity. As is so often the case such 
editorials begin with a strong man 
which the editor sets up, and then fights 
against him until the point in the writ- 
ing is reached at which he wishes to 
make his real thrust. In this case the 


editor began with an attack on a radio 
station that had been built with suffi- 
cient power to obliterate the wave 
lengths of broadcasts from nearby na- 
tions. This matter out of the way the 
editor said, “The other gripe is con- 
cerning the powerful religious cam- 
paign, both in Spanish and English be- 
ing conducted largely by radio in this 
country.’ Panama is a Catholic country, 
has always been since Columbus landed 
here, since the time Balboa discovered 
the Pacific and claimed it ‘for God and 
King.’ Catholic churches dotted the 


, plains of Panama, as they did in Peru, 


Mexico, Florida, Louisiana and Califor- 
nia before the Pilgrims started coloniz- 
ing New England. Thus Panama is and 
has always been a Christian country. Its 
people require no conversion. They are 
doing alright.” The rest of the editorial 
is a request that Catholic clergymen be 
left alone to care for religion in Pana- 
ma and that radio stations be banned 
the right to preach doctrine which is 
contrary to theirs. And all this in an 
editorial under the title “Freedom of 
the Air.” It is a strange thing that the 
Roman Catholics are so afraid of truth. 
They are the only religion that feels it 
necessary to establish a ban on books 
and tell their followers that they must 
not read the other side. We delight in 
having those who come to the truth 
looking at all facets of spiritual prob- 
lems. We know that truth is our ulti- 
mate goal and we are not afraid. 


MURRAY’S PEACE PLAN 


Recently Atomic Energy Commission- 
er, Thomas E. Murray, made the news- 
papers on two counts. The item that got 
the most publicity was its suggestion 
that our Government bring leaders of 
the whole world to a place in the Pacific 
and explode a big hydrogen bomb in or- 
der to show them its force, power, and 
danger. Fortunately he was voted down 
four to one. The other item in which 
Commissioner Murray was in the news- 
paper was not generally reported, it was 
his attendance at the ordinatior of his 
son as a Jesuit priest. 
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BAN ON ALCOHOLIC ADS 


All newspaper ads for alcoholic drinks 
are barred in Sweden for a period of six 
months, beginning October 1. Neon 
signs advertising liquor are dark by 
night and covered by day. Posters on 
outdoor signs have been removed or re- 
painted. The Government introduced 
the alcohol advertising ban to make 
Swedes less “alcohol minded.” 


JESUIT SUGGESTION 


An article in the Social Order Digest, 
a Jesuit monthly, published by the In- 
stitute of Social Order, has complained 
that the United States State Department 
does not send proper diplomats to the 
Philippine Islands. The complaint is 
that there are too many Protestants in 
diplomatic posts in the Philippines and 
that the United States should establish 
its foreign policy in line with their ideas 
on the subject. They say, “In the Amer- 
ican Embassy there is noticeable a cer- 
tain blindness to the cultural factor of 
religion—more particularly in the relig- 
ious affiliation of the majority of Fili- 
pinos—Catholicism.” They go on to say 
that this is poor diplomacy and that 
men should not be sent to the Philip- 
pines who are Protestants and Masons. 
It would appear according to this that a 
diplomat is not in a foreign country to 
represent the United States but to carry 
out the aims of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


JEWISH PROTEST 


The New York Board of Rabbis has 
voiced its opposition to the appoint- 
ment of probation officers along relig- 
ious lines. The Children’s Court Divis- 
ion of the City’s Domestic Relations 
Court is now made up of 50 per cent of 
Roman Catholic officers, 45 per cent 
Protestant and 5 per cent Jewish. It has 
been the practice of the judges when a 
vacancy occurred to find out the relig- 
ious affiliation of the previous holder of 
the office and to appoint a successor on 
the basis of religion. The Chairman of 
the American Jewish Congress Execu- 
tive Committee said the appointment of 
probation officers on a religious basis 
“not only violates the New York State 
law against discrimination, but also is 
utterly unsound and indefensible pro- 
bation practice.” 


BAPTIST PRINCIPLE IN NORTH CAROLINA 


On several occasions we have kept our 
readers informed of what we think was 
the iniquitous decision of the Supreme 
Court of the State of North Carolina 
robbing the majority of the congrega- 
tion of the North Rocky Mountain Bap- 
tist Church of their property on the 
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grounds that: the minority were in line 
with the policy of the State Baptist Con- 
vention. 

Many Baptist leaders of the State 
have expressed belief that the Court 
erred in its decision and that the ruling 
“strikes at the very heart of the prin- 
ciple of local economy by majority 
vote.” The rising controversy has spread 
throughout the state to the point where 
meetings of various local Baptist asso- 
ciations in the state have warned against 
the effects of such division. The Raleigh 
Baptist Association has passed a resolu- 
tion upholding historic Baptist princi- 
ples against the trend set forth in the 
decision of the Supreme Court. The is- 
sue, unfortunately, was clouded by the 
fact that the original majority faction 
at North Rocky Mount was led by the 
pastor who achieved national notoriety 
by burning a page of the RSV in his 
pulpit, calling his congregation to se- 
cede from the State Southern Baptist 
Convention. The issues are so important 
that the Baptists will do well to let this 
pastor and his group take the property 
and go their way. Congregational con- 
trol of its property is an issue that far 
transcends the causes of the division. 
The North Carolina Baptist Conven- 
tion would be wise if it petitioned the 
State Supreme Court to reopen the mat- 
ter and reverse itself to conform with 
Baptist principles. 


BIBLE CALLED ‘ANTI-SEMITIC’ 


The Rev. Dr. Guy M. Davis, Jr., 
identified in the newspapers as a Protes- 
tant minister, Professor at Chapman 
College in Orange, Calif., spoke to the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society in New Or- 
leans. Dr. Davis is reported to have said, 
“Although New Testament is a_ basic 
course at Chapman College, it is made 
clear that it is not ‘as is’ the literal word 
of God, but, like the Hebrew Bible, the 
product of an ancient faith.” He fur- 
ther said, “Each student must be told, 
as he is handed a New~- Testament— 
‘Here is a volume of power and relig- 
ious truths, but, at many points, this 
New Testament library is anti-Semitic 
and when it is, it is not fit to be called 
Christian.” No Chapman College is 
listed in the group of accredited schools 
in the United States and Dr. Davis is 
not to be found in Who’s Who. There- 
fore he is evidently speaking for himself. 
His statements, however, made a two- 
column picture with a column and a 
half of type in the New Orleans Times- 
Picayune. 


BALLOONS DISTURB REDS 


The Russians have protested vigor- 
ously to West Germany against the 
launching of small balloons which drift 
on the general easterly winds and go 


‘into. Russian territory. The Germans 


have now replied that it is impossible 
for them to stop the launchings, that 
there are insuperable legal obstacles to 
banning the launchings. Approximatély’ 
230 million balloons have been launch- 
ed, carrying miniature newspapers and 
leaflets, mostly into Poland, Czechoslo- 
vakia and Hungary. This includes sev- 
eral hundred thousand gospel balloons 
which have carried gospels and tracts. 
The Adenauer government experts are 
taking the line that “there’s no law 
against a person’s releasing a balloon 
from his own private property.” The 
Russian protest shows how effective the 
launchings have been. 


WHAT IS BEAUTY? 


We are delighted to say a good word 
for something that the Roman Catholics 
have done. In Colombia, South America, 
because of the protests of the hierarchy, 
promotors of the annual beauty contest 
have decreed that the contestants will be 
judged on the basis of “moral qualities, 
charm, spirit and gracefulness,” and not 
on physical measurements. Some of the 
contestants had withdrawn after learn- 
ing of objections by bishops to “entic- 
ing, shameless exhibitions.” 


CLASS LEGISLATION? 


More than a year ago the Jehovah's 
Witnesses in Charleston, W. Va., applied 
to the school board for permission to 
rent a school auditorium for a public 
meeting. The board refused to grant 
the permission and the Witnesses took 
the matter to court. The West Virginia 
Supreme Court upheld the school board 
and the Witnesses now announce that 
they are carrying the matter to the‘U. S. 
Supreme Court. The sect charges. that 
the refusal of school facilities to a relig- 
ious organization is “class legislation,” 
constituting “a denial of equal - protec- 
tion under the law as well as denial ‘of 
the rights of free speech and assembly 
and equality of justice.” ' 


NEW MAR THOMA LITURGY CHALLENGED 


Four laymen, members of the Mar 
Thoma Church in South India, have 
taken the bishops of the church to court 
before the secular authorities, asking for 
an injunction against the celebration of 
the Holy Communion under a new lit- 
urgy which the hierarchy has promoted. 
The suit is on the grounds that the 
new liturgy recognizes the literal pres- 
ence of Christ in the bread and wine 
after consecration, while the whole rea- 
son for the Mar Thoma Church is its 
separation from the Jacobite Church a 
century ago in a Reformation that pro- 
tested against such high practices. 
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CHARGE 
TO A YOUNG PASTOR 


we think of the rather obvious admonitions which fre- 

quently constitute the burden of a charge given an in- 
coming pastor—exhortations to preach the Word, to shep- 
herd the flock, to do the work of a minister. But as splendid 
and necessary as these may be, they are sometimes a bit 
superfluous. A young pastor is fully aware that the only 
thing that God has promised to honor in our efforts to win 
lost men to Christ and to build Christians in our most holy 
faith, is His Word which never returns to Him void. He 
knows that “faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the 
Word of God” (Romans 10:17), or the “Word of Christ” 
as it is more accurately rendered. He faithfully sounds the 
twin clarions of Divine revelation—man’s holpeless ruin, 
and God’s redemption through the crucified, risen, and re- 
turning Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It occurred to me that I might say instead what I need to 
say most repeatedly te myself—to remind this excellent 
young minister of God’s Word, what the apostle Paul fre- 
quently recalled to himself; to warn this servant of the 
Lord, once again, of a ministerial hazard which will con- 
front him in the performance of every high and holy duty 
he undertakes; a sin which will seek to invade the citadel of 
his soul in the pulpit, in prayer, in personal work, in min- 
istering to the sick, in comforting the bereaved, in each and 
every phase of Christian duty. 

Moreover, it is a sin for which there is no Nathan to ap- 
proach the sinning David and say, “Thou art the man.” It 
is a kind of spiritual halitosis concerning which “Your best 
friends won't tell you.” Indeed they probably will never 
get close enough to know. It’s a sin that will permit you, 
even if yielded to, to travel in the best company, to climb 
the highest rung of the ecclesiastical ladder, to enjoy the 
plaudits of men, to have an obviously successful ministry. 
In fact, with this sin, you could quite conceivably achieve 
the pinnacle of ministerial eminence. But there is one thing 
at least it will cost you—the praise of God. And that which 
costs you the praise of God, will cost you also the eternal 
rewards for a faithful ministry. 


[' casting about for some pertinent word of exhortation, 


Mr. Scotchmer is minister of the First Presbyterian Church in Gal- 
veston. Texas. 


18 if you are in the furnace, dross is burning out 


By GEORGE SCOTCHMER 


What then is this strange and paradoxical hazard some- 
what peculiar to the ministry? Indeed I confess difficulty 
in giving it a proper name. For want of a better label I 
call it ministerial professionalism. It is the mechanical per- 
formance of spiritual responsibilities; the perfunctory pur- 
suit of holy duties; the profane handling of precious pre- 
rogatives. 

It is not a single sin, but rather one compounded of other 
sins. Complete analysis reveals in varying proportions the 
presence of pride, complacency, hyprocricy, self-confidence, 
self-gratification, impatience, and a touch of boredom. It’s 
a sin with numerous complexes. It reacts differently to 
different circumstances. In the face of praise, it manifests 
itself as pride causing its ministerial possessor willingly to 
appropriate to himself all praise and to fail to transfer the 
applause of men to the One to whom all praise belongs, and 
to forget that “God resisteth the proud but giveth grace to 
the humble” (I Peter 5:5b). 

In the face of criticism and opposition it manifests itself 
as impatient resentment. It holds no brief for the scriptural 
exhortation give by Paul to Tiraothy, “In meckness in- 
structing those who oppose themselves.” Love for its enemies 
is alien to its disposition. 

In the presence of sorrow or bereavement, it reflects an 
air of cool detachment, casual concern, or simulated sorrow. 
It knows nothing of the Divine testimony. “In all their 
afflictions, I was afflicted.” It is a stranger to the compassions 
of Him who was “a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief.” 

Once this sin has captured the citadel of the soul of a 
servant of the Lord, preaching, though it be performed with 
tongues of men or of angels, is in the ears of God as sound- 
ing brass and tinkling cymbals. The great verities of God’s 
word undergo an overhauling to make them more palatable 
to the minds of carnal men, or else are preached from the 
head, or the larynx, instead of the heart with the simulated 
zeal of an actor, instead of the Spirit-given fervency of a 
prophet. 

Christian service is ever measured in terms of dividends to 
self—the praise of men, ministerial preferment, ecclesiastical 
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THE 


INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS ON PROPHECY 


Church, the American Association for Jewish Evange- 

lism sponsored its second International Congress on 
Prophecy. 

The theme of the congress was taken from I Chronicles 
12:32, “Understanding the Times.” 

In sponsoring this project under the leadership of the 
Rev. A. B. Machlin, Executive Director, and the Rev. 
Herman B. Centz of Winona Lake, Ind., the AAJE has 
stimulated interest in the often neglected field of eschato- 
logy. 

For some years, a growing number of responsible Chris- 
tian leaders have shared together the view that the prophe- 
tic program of the Bible deserves wide attention. This is 
especially true in the light of the Israeli-Arab question and 
the rise of Israel as a separate nation, in direct fulfillment of 
ancient prophecies long scoffed at by the skeptic and sel- 
dom emphasized by the Church at large. 

This second meeting of the International Congress took 
up at almost exactly the point the first congress had stopped 
in 1952 and continued to shed light on a theological at- 
mosphere badly in need of thorough clarification. 

The series of prophetic messages began Sunday, Novem- 
ber 6, with an address by President V. Raymond Edman of 
Wheaton College entitled “The God Who Speaks.” During 
the course of his message, Dr. Edman emphasized the 
unique character of “the God of the Bible, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who speaks to us today 
through His written Word of prophecy and in the Person 
of His Holy Spirit.” 

Dr. Edman called for a revitalization of interest in the 
importance of biblical prophecy, especially in the light of 
current events today as they bear upon Israel and her re- 
turn to Jehovah’s “Promised Land.” Dr. Edman concluded 
by stating, “Let us prepare for the coming of our Lord by 
‘watching’ as He counseled us and by listening to the voice 
of his Holy Spirit, the only true God who speaks to the 
hearts of men today.” 

Dr. Edman was only one of thirty-four noted speakers 
who filled the remaining hours of the congress with studies 
in the prophetic program of the Word of God. Since, in 
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the space allotted, it would be impossible to cover all the 
points made by the various speakers, we have elected to 
give a brief digest of the highlights of the Congress: 

(1) Dr. Wilbur M. Smith: (speaking on the “Conflict of 
the Ages’’) 

“Thirty-five years ago when I visited New York, men 
were occupied discussing Woodrow Wilson’s appeal for 
America to join the League of Nations for ‘world govern- 
ment,’ but we would have none of it. Today, I visit New 
York City and find a giant building dedicated to the United 
Nations and world government, and our government will 
have nothing but it! The changing times, the rise of Com- 
munism, the growing demand for economic and religious 
“brotherhood” point inexorably to the coming World re- 
ligion prophesied in Scripture, which will have as its author 
and ruler, Satan, the god of this world and the prince of 
the powers of the air. Let us not forget John’s warning in 
the book of Revelation to the church at Pergamos as re- 
corded in the second chapter verse thirteen: 

‘I know thy works and where thou dwellest even where 
Satan’s throne is; and thou holdest fast my name, and hast 
not denied my faith. .. .’ 

In our age, we must beware of the throne of Satan, wher- 
ever or whatever it may be, as we continue to look for ‘that 
blessed hope,’ and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ!” 

(2) Dr. Hyman J. Appleman: (speaking on “The Christ 
of Prophecy’) : 

“The Christ of prophecy is Himself, Prophet, Priest, and 
King, the divine fulfillment of God’s plan for the ages. The 
Christ of prophecy was to be of David's lineage; He was 
to be both God and man; He was to be both offering and 
Priest. 

Further than this, the Christ of prophecy was to be God's 
sin offering, risen Saviour, and coming King of the Earth 
and even Heaven itself. 

Today as we see Israel once more a nation with a home- 
land, and as we see the threat of world Communism and the 
atomic horror all around us, we must ‘understand the times’ 
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The 
Saviour 
on the 

Throne 


he throne and throne room of a sultan in Indonesia, 
pictured in a recent issue of National Geographic maga- 
zine, is a gorgeous affair. Gold is the theme everywhere. 
The throne and its fittings seem to be of gold, and that is 
the appearance of practically everything else in the room— 
golden drapes, golden rugs, golden pillars. The picture 
shows the throne empty, and has this caption underneath it: 


Indonesia wonders what to do with 300 sultans, ana- 
chronisms in republican times. Most of them live in 
decreasing splendor on government grants. Though re- 
spected and affluent, Deli’s sultan wields no real power 
today (my italics). 

No real power today! By contrast, when the Scripture 
speaks of Jesus Christ being on His throne, at the right 
hand of God, emphasis is laid on the fact that now Christ 
does have power! Speaking to the chief priests of the Jews 
at the climax of His trial before them, Christ said, “From 
now on the Son of man shall be seated at the right hand of 
the power of God” (Luke 22:69). 
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Frequently our thought concerning Jesus Christ is that 
He is a very humble Person, allowing Himself to be put on 
the cross to die for the sins of men. And that is true. But 
there is more to our Saviour than that! Today our Saviour is 
on His throne at the right hand of the power of God, some- 
thing which we may-not think of too often, but which is a 
great blessing to our souls to realize! 


In the Apostles Creed we say we believe in Jesus Christ, 
the Son, who “sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.” Again and again the Scriptures assert this 
truth. In general we are told that Christ left the glory of 
His godhood in heaven and emptied Himself when He came 
to earth to bear the sins of men; and then in Christ’s inter- 
cessory prayer (John 17) we are admitted into the secret 
longings of our Saviour’s heart expressed to our Father in 
heaven, as Christ says He longs for the Father to “glorify 
Him with the glory which He had with the Father before 
the world was made,” longs for that—now that His work on 
earth in redeeming men is about finished! 
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A Bible-centered message from the man 


Eisenhower hears on Sunday. 


Other sacred writers emphasize Christ’s power and glory: 
Matthew quotes (Matt. 26:64), “But I tell you, hereafter 
you will see the Son of man seated at the right hand of 
Power and coming on the clouds of Heaven.” 

Mark says (Mark 14:62), “. . . You will see the Son of man 
sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with the 
clouds of heaven.” 

Stephen (Acts 7:55-56) saw Christ at the right hand of 
God, and Scripture says of him during the time that he was 
being martyred for his faith in Christ: 


But he full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God; and he said ‘Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand 
of God.’ 


Paul writing to the Ephesians, said he wanted them to 
know something terrific (Eph. 1:19-20): 


. . . What is the immeasurable greatness of his power 
in us who believe, according to the working of his great 
might which he accomplished in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and made him sit at his right hand 
in the heavenly places, far above all rule and author- 
ity and dominion and above every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in that which is to come; 
and he has put all things under his feet and has made 
him the head over all things for the church which is his 
body, the fulness of him who fills all in all. 


Writing to the Colossians, he laid this important truth 
upon their hearts: ' 


. Seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. (Col. 3:1) 


The book of Hebrews alone reiterates this important 
message three times: 


When he had made purification for sins, (He sat down 
at the right hand of the majesty on high. . . . (1:3). 


Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have 
such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand 
of the throne of the majesty in heaven . . . (8:1). 


When Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, then to 
wait until. his enemies should be made a stool for his 
feet (10:12-13). 


Constantly the Scripture reminds and assures us, for our 
understanding and for our encouragement in faith, that 
the One who saves us from our sin, at this present moment 
is mighty in power at the right hand of God to usward who 
believe! 

This is the reason why we worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We worship God through His only begotten Son. This is 
the only way we can come to God and worship Him. Christ 
said, “I am the way, the truth and the life; no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me!” (John 14:6). This is the reason 
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why we worship Christ—because that He is our Saviour 
from sin; and because He has not passed out of the picture 
of this world; but is King at the right hand of God, and 
God has put all rule and authority and dominion in His 
hand! There is no other person like Him in heaven or on 
earth—on the right hand of God, and to be worshiped. 
‘When a great man returns home with a triumphant vic- 
tory, we congratulate him. But we do not worship him. We 
worship the Lord Jesus Christ! Recently, Dr. Charles Allen 
Clark, missionary to Korea for forty years, told a heart- 
rending story of a little Korean Christian pastor with his 
tiny wife, who was ordered by the Japanese—in the days 
of their occupation of Korea—to go personally with his wife 
and bow before the Shinto shrine, taking his whole congre- 
gation with him at the close of his Sunday church service. 
All they had to do was to bow their heads there at the 
shrine—just give a little bend to the neck and a bow of the 
head! The little Korean pastor got up before his congrega- 
tion that day and told them what he had been ordered to 
do, and then he told them not to do it! That he and they 
were Christians who worship only the true God! He was ar- 
rested before he could finish what he had to say, but not be- 
fore that whole congregation stood and said, “No! We won’t 
do it!” Hundreds of that congregation were arrested that 
day. Later the tiny wife made her way to the jail where her 
husband was imprisoned, and she told him that no matter 
what they said, no matter what they told him they were 
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Meet our President’s summer pastor, the Rev. Robert S. Lutz, a 
graduate of Princeton Seminary, now preaching from the Bible in 
Denver, Colorado. 
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THE GROWING CULT OF MARY WORSHIP 


Sacred Land, tells of a Hebrew Christian taxi driver 

who served their party in a side trip from Jerusalem 
to Mt. Carmel. This Hebrew convert told of driving a 
party of Roman Catholic dignitaries to a series of shrines. 
At each shrine they offered a prayer to Mary. The arch- 
bishop in the company finally asked their Jewish taxi 
driver: “Do you believe in God?” 

“Yes,” came the reply, “and in Jesus Christ. But this 
praying tv Mary must be a new religion; I have not learned 
about this from the New Testament.” 

Catholics stoutly deny that they worship Mary. Their 
new Confraternity translation of the New Testament rend- 
ers Matthew 4:10 thus: “Begone, Satan! for it is written, 
The Lord thy God shalt thou worship and him only . . .” 
To admit that they worship Mary would be to admit idol- 
atry. Therefore they draw fine distinctions in their term- 
inology. Bowing down before Mary and praying to her, 
they explain, is not worship or adoration, which belongs to 
God only, it is rather veneration. According to their claim, 
they do not worship Mary, they only venerate her. 

This, however, is a purely arbitrary distinction, as any 
dictionary will reveal. 

Webster’s latest unabridged dictionary defines the three 
words in question as follows: (Italics mine) 

Adore: 1. To speak, pray. To worship with profound 
reverence; to pay divine honors to; to honor as a deity 
or as divine; to pay adoration to. 2. To feel or express 
reverent admiration and devotion prompted by vener- 
ation, love or esteem. 

Venerate: 1. To regard with reverential respect and 
reverence. To revere; as we venerate noble parents. 2. 
Veneration: act of expressing reverent feeling; worship; 
also, state of being venerated, or worshipped. 

Worship: To pay divine honors to; to reverence with 
supreme respect and veneration; to perform religious ex- 
ercises in honor of; to adore; venerate. 

It will be observed that the words venerate and vener- 
ation are used to describe the meaning of both other words, 
adore and worship. Similarly, the word worship is used to 
describe the significance of the word veneration. To say, 
therefore, that it is right to venerate Mary but not to wor- 
ship or adore her, is sheer sophistry. 

Sheen tries to make this indefensible distinction in his 
new book, The World’s First Love. Comparing Jesus and 
Mary, he writes: “Why then, should not she who gave Him 
that Body with which He could die, and that Blood which 
He could pour forth, be remembered, not in adoration, 
but in veneration?” This occurs on page 110. Then on page 
170 he completely forgets himself and refers to the Wise 
Men who “adored the Virgin and her Babe.” Of course, the 
Bible says nothing about the Wise Men worshipping or 
adoring Mary. They worshipped the Christ Child; but with 
Catholics Mary receives divine honors along with her Son. 

Once more Sheen falls into his own trap as on page 169 
he refers to the veneration of the Japanese goddess of mercy 
Kwanon. Now those heathen worship their goddess, and 
Sheen rightly uses the word veneration, but in so doing re- 
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The Worship 
of Mary 
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moves the distinction behind which his church hides from 
the charge of Mary-worship and idolatry. 

Any unbiased reading of the Scriptures will convince one 
that bowing down in religious obeisance to anyone but God 
is the idolatry which is forbidden in the first commandment: 
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image... . 
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them” 
(Ex. 20:4, 5). Peter understood this, and when Cornelius 
fell at his feet to make obeisance to him, “Peter raised him 
up, saying, ‘Get up, I myself also am 2 man’” (Acts 10:26 
Confra. V.). 

The warning against idolatry is repeated in the last chap- 
ter in the Bible. When John fell down to worship before 
the feet of the angel who showed him such great things, 
the angel warned him, “See thou do it not: for I am thy 
fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of 
them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God” 
(Rev. 22:9). If it was wrong for John to kneel in worship 
before an unfallen angel, how much more is it wrong to 
kneel in prayer and worship before even so worthy a saint 
as Mary. 

That Roman Catholics worship Mary is simply beyond 
dispute. It is no exaggeration to say that devotion to Mary 
has a prominence in the spiritual life of the average Ro- 
man Catholic which is as great as that of devotion to our 
Lord Himself. More prayers are offered to Mary than are 
offered to God. The rosary, which is the most popular form 
of prayer among Catholics, consists predominantly of “Hail 
Marys” and requests for her intercessions. Bennett and 
Winch express alarm at the growing tendency in the Church 
to pray more prayers to Mary than to the Father. It is their 
conviction that it would be “an under-estimate to state that 
a third of the prayers offered up by Roman Catholics take 
the form of petition made directly to the Blessed Virgin.” 

Mary, to the devout Catholic, is the crowned Queen of 
Heaven, reigning upon her throne side by side with her 
Beloved Son. 

Duhr defends this doctrine as follows: 
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Is venerating Mary 
different from 


worshiping her? 


In the course of our exposition the reader has been 
able to note that Holy Scripture holds but a secondary 
place in the argumentation of the Fathers and theologi- 
ans. In celebrating the glories of the risen Mary the 
Fathers, however, like to comment on certain texts, such 
as Psalm 131:8, “Arise, O Lord, into Thy resting place; 
Thou and the ark, which Thou has sanctified.” And 
Psalm 44:10, “The daughters of kings have delighted 
Thee in Thy glory. The Queen stood on Thy right hand 
in gilded clothing.” 

Note three things in the above quotation. (1) The Holy 
Scriptures are relegated to a position of secondary import- 
ance as a source for doctrine. (2) The phrase in Psalm 
131:8 (Ps. 132:8 A. V.) “the ark” is assumed to refer to 
Mary since her womb once enclosed the Son of God, which 
is certainly a fantastic and unnatural spiritualizing of the 
text. (3) The word “Queen” in Psalm 44:10 (Ps. 45:9 
A. V.) is applied to Mary, which is also entirely unwarrant- 
ed. The Queen in this Psalm refers to restored Israel, and 
the king’s daughters, to converted Gentile nations who 
share the glories of the coming kingdom. 

Catholic theologians see in the beautiful story of Queen 
Esther a type of Mary, who as the Queen of Heaven wins 
from the just King favors and mercies for her people which 
they could not otherwise receive. She is in a very real sense 
the Savior Queen. “This story has been interpreted through 
the Christian ages,” writes Sheen, “as meaning that God 
will reserve to Himself the reign of justice and law, but to 
Mary, His Mother, will be given the reign of mercy.” Ac- 
cording to this blasphemous view, it is not Christ who is 
the compassionate, the tenderhearted One, it is Mary. It 
amounts to this: If you want justice, go to God; if you want 
grace, mercy, and loving-kindness, go to Mary! That this is 
not an over-statement the following quotations from St. 
Alphonsus de Liguori’s famous and approved book, The 
Glories of Mary, will demonstrate: 

St. Anselm, to increase our confidence, adds, that 
“when we have recourse to this divine Mother, not only 
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we may be sure of her protection, but that often we shall 

be heard more quickly, and thus be preserved, if we have 

recourse to Mary and call on her holy name, than we 
should be if we called on the name of Jesus our Saviour.” 

Similarly. 

The great Chancellor of Paris, John Gerson, in his 
commentary on Ps. 61:12 (Ps. 62:11, 12 A. V.), “These 
two things have I heard, that power belongeth to God, 
and mercy to thee, O Lord,” says that the kingdom of 
God, consisting in justice and mercy, was divided by our 
Lord: the kingdom of justice he reserved for himself, 
and that of mercy he yielded to Mary, ordaining at the 
same time that all mercies that are dispensed to men 
should pass through the hands of Mary, and be disposed 
of her by her will. 

In the same book St. Thomas is quoted as saying “that 
when the Blessed Virgin conceived the Eternal Word in 
her womb, and brought him forth, she obtained half the 
kingdom of God; so that she is Queen of Mercy, as Jesus 
Christ is King of Justice.” 

St. Cardinal Bonaventure, who lived in the 13th century, 
is cited as paraphrasing David’s words in Psalm 72:1 as fol- 
lows: “Give to the King Thy judgment, O God, and Thy 
mercy to the Queen His Mother.” The latter part of the 
verse is a brazen perversion, for David, writing by the Holy 

(Continued on page 36) 
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CHAPTER 17 part 1 


SATAN’S GREAT FRUSTRATION 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


A Problem Facing Satan 


In an earlier chapter, we spoke of the fact that some of 
the sins of man result in the defeat of Satan’s larger pur- 
poses: that Satan is frustrated in his attempt to regiment 
the human race because man wishes to follow his own 
propensities for carnality and worldliness rather than accede 
to Satan’s desire to have a perfect kingdom which Satan 
can then show to God as proof of his own ability to or- 
ganize and govern. In the days of his first sin, Satan had 
been left with a scrambled world which he was unable to 
organize, but which lay, a wreck and a ruin, beneath the 
darkness of God’s judgment. It took the Word of God to 
bring light and life to the dead planet. Now bankrupt, 
Satan stands spiritually as he stood materially in the time 
before God said, “Let there be light.” Then he could do 
nothing with physical elements. Today he stands before 
the world of men, without form and void, with darkness 
covering the face of the depths of their hearts, and he can 
do nothing with these spiritual elements. His problem is 
far greater, the frustration is more humiliating, and the 
dust will be even more bitter than any he has been forced 
to eat in the past. His task is to organize that which can 
not be organized, and to bring into conformity with his will 
the billions of wills which will not be conformed. For since 
the moment when God said, “I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed” 
(Gen. 3:15), it might be said paraphrasing man’s rebellious 
attitude toward God, that the carnal mind is enmity against 
Satan, it is not subject to the law of Satan. There is this 
difference, that while the carnal mind cannot move upwards 
to the plane of the will of God, it can by an act of the 
will slip downwards onto the plane of Satan’s will. Thus a 
man ceases to be what he is by nature, a child of disobed- 
ience, a child of wrath (Eph. 2:2, 3), and becomes a child 
of the devil (John 8:44). Satan must lay hold of all the 
wills that fly out on the orbits of the centrifugal force of 
self and bring them to quiescence within himself. He who 
is restlessness must find a way to say to man, “Come unto 
me and I will give you rest.” The negative pole that repels 
must find some way to become the positive pole that attracts. 


A Kingdom Divided 

'The matter is all the more difficult because he is no longer 
in the first phases of his war. In the beginning, the princi- 
palities and powers that followed him in his mad cause 
were near to him. As the ages have passed, the early loyal- 
ties have been dissipated. He who was once Lucifer, sun of 
the morning, with the brightness of his created beauty, has 
become a graying ember, no longer able to maintain the 
first flame of the enthusiasm of his statellites. By the time 
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of the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ, the civil war was 
apparent. The Lord Jesus when accused by the Pharisees 
of using Satanic power replied that “if Satan cast out 
Satan, he is divided against himself;” and asked, “How then 
shall his kingdom stand?” (Matt. 12:26). Here in this state- 
ment and question is hidden a truth that answers many 
questions and explains many facts. Satan is still able to 
divide, but he is not able to unite. In his frenzied rushings 
to and fro he is powerless because he cannot count on the 
loyalty of his troops. 


The Imminent Collapse 


Satan in his fall was followed by many angels of various 
ranks. They saw Lucifer’s beauty and wisdom and chose to 
give their allegiance to him instead of to the Creator, 
Possessor, and Sustainer of the universe. They did not know 
that an evil choice carries within itself the divine law of 
disintegration and decay. Their love of Lucifer inevitably 
had to erode, and their love of self inevitably had to grow. 
The constancy of their submissicn to their chosen master 
thus having dissolved, Satan’s force has become more and 
more divided against itself. Understanding this, the Chris- 
tian is able to comprehend the failure through the ages of 
Satan’s efforts and foresee the imminent collapse of his em- 
pire. The structure of his power is made up of alien wills, 
and his kingdom will fall apart completely the moment God 
chooses to blow upon it. From the instant of his departure 
from God, Satan was doomed to win little battles but to 
lose all wars. He would toil through the ages towards his 
objective but at every sunset find himself on the brink of a 
bottomless pit that lay between him and his desire. He 
grasped the sword of power with both hands, but he took 
it by the blade and so wounded himself on its sharp edges 
that he could not with his hands take up his food and 
henceforth has lapped it from the earth, and dust has been 
the flavor of all that he has ever tasted. 

The father of lies can beget nothing but deceit. Ironically, 
though he is the archdeceiver, he can himself be deceived, 
and is being deceived by the conspiracies of his partisans. 
For example, the Devil’s lieutenant in charge of the power 
that is vested in the Kremlin is not getting along at all 
well with the Devil’s lieutenant in charge of the power that 
is vested in the Vatican. We can perhaps see the point 
more clearly by comparing Satan’s whole struggle with an 
incident that took place during the recent war. The great 
Japanese fleet lay just over the horizon from the American 
fleet. After the first contacts were made, the Japanese in 
superior force started their movement against us. United 
States Naval fliers, however, came down out of the air and 
in the first moments of the battle destroyed the bridge on 
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the ship of the commanding admiral. The radio communi- 
cations with the rest of the Japanese fleet were destroyed in 
an instant, and from that moment the captain of each ship 
was more or less on his own. In the darkness of the night 
that followed, some of the Japanese ships fired on each 
other, and the defeat became a rout. 


The Chaos of History 


Now if Satan is unable to unify his own spiritual forces 
behind himself, how shall he organize the world of mankind 
with its multiple desires and clashing wills? The resulting 
disorder is the chaos of history. Any attempt to understand 
history apart from this will end in failure. Spengler and 
Toynbee have created great philosophies of history that 
see the disintegration without seeing the cause. They have 
not comprehended the fact of God and the fact of the re- 
bellion of Satan. They have not realized that God had and 
still has all power and has answered the rebellion against 
His will by simply allowing the rebels to run everything 
within prescribed limits, and letting the resulting chaos 
witness against them. Events must continue until it has been 
made evident before men, angels, and demons that no will 
apart from the will of God is capable of bringing order, 
peace, and righteousness. When this truth is seen, the world’s 
present confusion will be not only understood, but expect- 
ed, and the ultimate collapse of all man’s efforts towards 
union and unity, peace and stability will be anticipated. 
And faith, of course, will go beyond and see the ultimate 
rehabilitation of all things by the intervention of God in 
the return of the Messiah, “by whom all things were created, 
that are in Heaven, and that are in earth, visible, and in- 
visible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principal- 
ities, or powers; all things were created by Him and for 
Him; and He is before all things, and by Him all things 
cousist . . . that in all things He might have the preemin- 
ence” (Col. 1:16-18). 

Satan’s great frustration, then, can be seen only against 
the background of God’s announced purpose. Satan made 
his claim and his boast; God took his hands off and an- 
nounced what would happen. The revelation of God’s pur- 
pose furnishes us the only frame of reference that will give 
us an understanding of either past, present, or future. With 
the sin of Satan and the sin of man, a flood of chaos rolled 
out over the world, and that flood covered every phase of 
life: spiritual, physical, political, economic, social, cultural, 
and all else that could be imagined. It is Satan’s task to 
stem the flood and bring it into bounds, to organize the 
race and bring calm and order to its life. It is God’s an- 
nounced purpose to let the flood of chaos roll on, and to 
save some individuals out of the wreck of humanity and its 
civilization, and then to return in Christ to restore order 
by the force of His power and majesty. 

‘From the human point of view, the conflict is seen on the 
level of our own experiences here in this life. The opposing 
parties are the forces of evil and the body of Christ, the be- 
lievers. In the Scripture these two forces are described as 
“the world” and “the Church.” Let us examine these two 
in order to have the problem clearly before us. 


The World and the Church 


There is some confusion possible through the fact that 
the English word world translates several different Greek 
words. Thus, in the Gloria, we sing, “As it was in the be- 
ginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end, 
Amen.” And having sung about a world without end, we 
then have a Scripture reading which speaks of “the end of 
the world” (Matt. 13:39, 40; 24:3; 28:20; etc.) Both of these 
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worlds refer to a time word, aion, meaning an era, an age, 
an aeon. The end of the aion will be the end of this present 
evil age (Gal. 1:4), but there will be the eternal age that 
will have no end. There is quite another word, oikumene, 
which is translated world, in the sense of. the civilized world 
and from which is derived ecumenical. We say, in our 
blurred thinking, that the whole world knows something, 
when we mean, of course, those with radios and news- 
papers—a small fraction of the human race. One of the 
lexicons even gives to oikumene the specific definition of 
the Roman empire. Oikumene is the sphere where the Gos- 
pel is to be preached to all for a witness before the end shall 
come (Matt. 24:14); it is the sphere covered by the decree 
of Caesar Augustus that all the world—the Roman empire— 
should be taxed (Luke 2:1). 

The most important word for world, however, and the 
one that Christ used to refer to that element which is op- 
posed to those who are His own, is the word kosmos. 
Originally it meant order and beauty, but Satan took the 
cosmos and fouled it with his embrace. “The whole world 
lieth in the evil one” (I John 5:19). The importance of the 
meaning of the word is found in its usage by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The word is found nine times in Matthew, three 
times each in Mark and Luke, but seventy-nine times in 
John of which forty-one usages (not to mention the pro- 
nouns substituted for it) were spoken on the evening of the 
last supper, in His experiences with the disciples in the 
upper room, and in the garden of Gethsemane. Beyond any 
question the word is chosen by Christ to represent the 
sphere of Satan’s activities in this earth: this is the world 
of which Satan is called the prince (John 14:30), and which 
God so loved that He gave His only begotten Son (John 
3:16). This is the world of which Jesus is called the Saviour 
(John 4:42), and of which He called Himself the Light 
(John 8:12). 


The World Hates the Believer 


What Christ was about to do would divide mankind 
into two irreconcilable camps. Satan was the prince of one 
host, and He, the Lord Himself, was the Prince of the 
other. It can be seen by even the casual reader that the 
thought that was uppermost in the mind of Christ, as He 
came to the last evening of His life and faced the cross, was 
the terrible struggle that would face His loved ones when 
He left them alone as His representatives in the alien 
province of earth. In understanding this we can gain the 
true meaning of the first phrase of the account, “When 
Jesus knew that His hour was come that He should depart 
out of this world unto the Father, having loved His own 
which were in the world, He loved them unto the end” 
(John 13:1). It is not astonishing, therefore, that Christ 
said, “The world cannot hate you (at the time He spoke), 
but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works 
thereof are evil” (John 7:7). Announcing the course of 
this age, He further testified, “If the world hate you, ye 
know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the 
world, the world would love his own; but because ye are not 
of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, there- 
fore the world hateth you” (John 15:18, 19). 

This world, of course, is composed of human beings, and 
in the mass has been abandoned by God (Rom. 1:24-28), 
sentenced to judgment (Ps. 2:8, 9) and left to be the scene 
of the Christian’s conflict and victory (I Cor. 1:20-27; I 
John 5:4). In spite of the fact that God has said that “the 
world passeth away and the lusts thereof” (I John 2:17), 
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LESSONS 


By HAROLD W. FIFE 


JANUARY 15, 1956 


Jesus Calls for Repentance 


Background Scripture: Luke 13:1-35 
Devotional Reading: Romans 2:1-16 
Memory Selection: Luke 13:5 


INTRODUCTION So often when we read 
of human cruelty and vio- 
lence or hear of some disaster involving 
the loss of human life, there is a latent 
temptation to regard it as a judgment on 
the sin of the sufferers. Apparently, this 
was in the minds of those who told Christ 
of the fearful events in Galilee where a 
punitive expedition surprised the Galileans 
at worship, murdered them, and mingled 
their blood with their sacrifices. Christ had 
been speaking to them of the judgment of 
God (see close of previous chapter), and 
immediately His listeners thought of it in 
relation to somebody other than themselves! 
Christ reminds them that suffering is 
not the judgment of God on those specially 
deserving it, but that the judgment of 
death has fallen upon the whole human 
race, and it will certainly fall upon us un- 
less we repent. Neither Pilate’s massacre 
nor another local tragedy, the fall of 
Siloam’s tower involving the death of 
eighteen people, was God’s judgment on 
the sufferers. His judgment of the human 
race has already been given: “There is 
none righteous, no not one.” “Think ye 
that sufferers are sinners above all men? I 
tell you nay, but x. ye repent ye shall 
all likewise perish.” That is a lesson we all 
need to learn. Repentance is not merely 
remorse. It is compunction for guilt lead- 
ing to reformation; a sorrow for sin that 
deliberately turns away from it to a changed 
life. 


EXPOSITION 
Fruitlessness 

The parable of the fruitless fig tree 
(vss. 6-10) has been taken to refer to the 
Jewish race, with the three years’ looking 
for fruit as Christ’s earthly ministry among 
the Jews. While this could be so, there is 
no need to restrict its application or evade 
its simple message. The man had his own 
vineyard and planted in it his fig tree (not 
an unusual combination), but it bore no 
fruit for three years. In grace he resolved 
to leave it another year and nurture it 
(vs. 8) to see if it would bear fruit and if 
not, then to cut it down. We are His crea- 
tion on His earth to bring forth fruit to 
His glory. As those kind but searching 
eyes scan our lives, do they see the fruit 
of the Holy Spirit and the new birth? As 
the years pass and teaching is added to 
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teaching and experience multiplies, do we 
grow more Christlike, and is our service 
increasingly fruitful? In grace He waits 
for yet another year with its seasons and 
varied ministries, but if we do not turn 
from our barrenness and bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance (Matt. 3:8) judgment 
is inevitable. 


Lovelessness 

The vivid account of the woman bowed 
together (vss. 11-18) is the sympathetic diag- 
nosis of Luke, the beloved physician. Not- 
ice the specific details which read like a 
case sheet! She had a spirit of infirmity for 
eighteen years which bowed her so that 
she was quite unable to lift herself; and the 
phrase “spirit of infirmity” coupled with 
our Lord’s own words in verse 16, “whom 
Satan hath bound,” make it perfectly clear 
that the disease was the consequence of 
an evil spirit. Jesus saw her and healed 
her by word and touch; and she was im- 
mediately made straight and glorified. The 
ruler of the synagogue was angry! That 
a woman coming into the synagogue a suf- 
fering and helpless cripple should go out 
whole and praising, mattered not to him. 
His horizon was bound by the niceties of 
formal worship and the regulations of his 
calling. Too often our religious faith de- 
generates into a love for the regular rhythm, 
and if the sea of life washes some human 
driftwood our way, we are too hidebound 
to help. Whatever our profession of Christ, 
it is baseless and useless unless the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts and over- 
flows to others. 

Many will lavish affection on their ani- 
mals (perhaps because these dumb creatures 
cannot argue!) that they deny to their fel- 
low men and women. If they could loose 
their animals on the Sabbath day, was it 
not right to loose a woman bound for these 
long years, asks Christ? The logic and 
spirituality were unanswerable. His adver- 
saries were ashamed, whilst the people re- 
joiced for all the glorious things that were 
done by Him (vss. 15-17). We shall always 
find excuses for our lovelessness, but they 
will not stand the test of His words or the 
glory of His Presence. We need to repent 
of our lack of love and ask for a new in- 
flooding of grace. 


Twin Parables 

What should we say of the mustard seed 
and leaven? Quite obviously, the lessons 
are the growth of very much from little, as 
the mustard seed, and that taking place 
silently, as leaven spreading through the 
dough. Are these twin parables of the 
spread of evil or of ? Excellent ex- 
positors have taken opposite views, and we 
ought not to be dogmatic. However, if we 
regard these parables as the sequel to the 
previous passage (vs. 18), and take into 
consideration the reaction of the listeners 





arables 
spread 
of evil even in the Christian world. Birds 
(like the ruler of the synagogue) lodge in 
the branches of the church, though not in 
touch with its life; leaven spreads wherever 


(vs. 23), it would appear that the 
are indicative of the presence an 


the gospel goes. This we all know to our 
cost, but let us remember that it is still 
the way Christ builds the kingdom of God. 
In the very presence of evil is built the 
eternal Church, which one day will be 
without spot or blemish! 


Opportunity 

“Lord, are there few that be saved?” 
(vs. 23) and the reply, although not a 
direct answer to the question, (for God does 
not satisfy our speculations) is a solemn 
one. The entrance to salvation is narrow, 
and some with the intention of ae saved 
will one day actually be lost (vs. 24). The 
opportunity for entry is limited seeing that 
the Lord Himself has appointed a time to 
shut the door (vs. 25). Knowledge about 
Christ is not enough; there must be a 
definite entrance into His kingdom (vs. 27). 
Some shall be thrust out (vs. 28)! The test 
is our personal relationship with Christ, 
and those who still cling i of 
birth or nationality are warned that people 
shall come into the kingdom from the four 
points of the compass, while some who had 
first opportunity shall miss the way. So it 
was then. The Jews rejected Him, while 
some Greeks said, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” 
So it is now. Millions in our well-preached- 
to nations are far away from Christ, while 
in distant lands, hungry souls with only a 
fragment of the Bible and, perhaps, a word 
from a passing missionary, are pressing 
through the strait gate. How does it stand 
with us? We are “first” in opportunity, but 
are we “last” in response? 


The last five verses of our 
chapter constitute a sum- 
mary of its teaching. Firstly, there is the 
judgment on Herod in the contemptuous 
phrase, “Go and tell that fox. . . .” This 
seems to have been the only communication 
Jesus ever had with Herod, for when they 
met, those blessed lips were closed. Herod’s 
disgusting infamies silenced the One who 
was full of grace and truth. Judgment is a 
solemn fact, and the reading of Romans 
1:18ff. will make the best commentary on 
this judgment of Herod. Here, too, is the 
sublime dignity of the Son of God moving 
toward the Cross with assurance, and light- 
ing up the anticipation of His death by 
regarding it as His being perfected (vss. 
$2; 33). And here there is an unveiling of 
the heart of God. Spurn Him; tempt Him; 
betray Him; crucify Him; and though He 
must judge them, it is with the infinite 

thos of the words “O Jerusalem, Jerusa- 
em, which killest the prophets and stonest 
them that are sent unto thee; how often 
would I have gathered thy children to- 
gether, as a hen doth gather her brood un- 
der her wings, and you would not! Behold, 
your house is left unto you desolate.” 

Without repentance, judgment and sor- 
row and desolation are inevitable, and the 
heart of God yearns in vain. 


SUMMARY 


JANUARY 22, 1956 
Parables on Discipleship 


Background Scripture: Luke 14 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 10:24-42 
Memory Selection: Luke 14:11 


INTRODUCTION A disciple is one who 

has enrolled as a scholar. 
A disciple of Christ is one who has respond- 
ed to our Lord’s invitation, “Take my yoke 
upon you and learn of me, for I am meek 
and lowly of heart; and ye shall find rest 
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unto your souls.” We are restless because 
we are proud and self-willed. Even in our 
Christian churches, assemblies, and societies, 
place-seeking and self-a dizement are 
not unknown. Many who profess to be 
Christians have little desire to learn meek- 
ness or humility and consequently miss 
the peace that is their birthright as chil- 
dren of God and the fragrance of a discipl- 
ined life. Let us enroll as scholars of Christ 
today as we study this lesson on real disciple- 
ship. 
EXPOSITION 
Principles of Discipleship 

The Pharisees apparently set the stage for 
the actions and parables recorded in Luke 
14: 1-14. The guests present were bidden 
(vs. 7), and it would appear that the man 
with dropsy was there to confront Christ 
with the test of a further healing on the 
Sabbath day. Jesus saw more than the ques- 
tion in their minds (vs. 3) and the sick 
man’s need, and having healed the man, He 
turns to the deeper disease of pride that 
was prevalent. “He marked how they chose 
out the chief rooms.” These religious lead- 
ers were pre-occupied with strict observance 
of the letter of the law and quite oblivious 
of the fact that their pathetic jostling for 
place was symptomatic of an egotism utterly 
at variance with the principles of disciple- 
ship. Oh, pathetic pride that lifts itself 
to the chief seats in our Christian groups 
and is too blind to see that the very act 
disqualifies us as followers of the One who, 
“though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a servant ...” (Phil. 2:6, 7, R.S.V.). 

There was something else wrong in that 
home, too, and Christ’s searching glance 
did not miss it. The hospitality of this 
chief of the Pharisees was very selective. 
He was nothing, if not socially-conscious, 
and every guest was chosen for his social 
stature—a company of _ certain to be 
mutually sauieing and comforting to the 
ego-centric host! Jesus warned them that 
such so-called hospitality had its carefully 
calculated reward here and now and that 
true giving was to those who could not now 
recompense. Such acts would receive re- 
ward at the resurrection of the just. 

How relevant these two lessons are, cut- 
ting as they do at the roots of pride and 
selfishness! The twin principles of disciple- 
ship are, “Whosoever exalteth himself shall 
be abased, and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted” (vs. 11) and that Christ- 
pleasing service is rendered with no thought 
of recompense (vs. 14). Application of these 
two Y pee ag in Christian work today 
would make for radical changes! 


Enrollment of Disciples 

Was it a sincere interjection of the guest 
who said, “Blessed is he that shall eat bread 
in the kingdom of God” (vs. 15)? This is 
in doubt, but there can be no uncertainty 
as to our Lord’s answer. Of the multitudes 
who perpetually thronged Him there must 
have been a great many who sincerely 
longed for the better life that He offered, 
yet whose desires were never strong enough 
to carry them into the Kingdom. — 
many of the religious leaders and 
must have experienced the vibration of ion 
chords of response to Christ. It is true to- 
day. Why then are there so few disciples? 
Simply because so many delude themselves 
with invalid excuses which they have per- 
suaded themselves are adequate reasons for 
being outside the Kingdom. Under the 
lovely parable of the supper to which many 
guests were invited (very apposite to His 
listening congregation!) Christ reveals the 
excuses for absence; and they were simply 
excuses. Real estate was the first man’s 
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problem, and it showed his sense of values 
in that it took top Tags in his life. It 
often does still. ere are many who 
fundamentally do not intend to exclude 
themselves from the Kingdom, but have 
put real estate between themselves and God! 
The second man was engaged in a cattle 
deal (vs. 19) and simply couldn’t leave it 
unfinished. Many a man outside the Kin ne 
dom today began to drift when the cal 

of commerce broke across his church life and 
Christian duty, and today, laden with this 
world’s goods and still seeking more, he 
pathetically explains, “I have work to do, 
I pray thee have me excused.” The third 
is more subtle, because in the realm of ob- 
viously right affection, but wrong priorities. 
The claims of wife, home, and family will 
be best fulfilled if God is first. 

What is the underlying lesson? Simply 
that enrollment as Christ’s disciples means 
a right order of priorities. Those who seek 
the Kingdom find it. One day all our 
specious and hollow excuses will be revealed 
for what they are. Let the parable’s solemn 
words challenge us, “I say unto you that 
none of those men which were bidden shall 
taste of my supper.” 

Price of Discipleship 

Still the crowds were following, wooed by 
His grace but not won by His challenge. 
So He compels them and us, with search- 
ing words, to count the cost of true discipie- 
ship. Not only does Christ demand priority 
of time, but also of love and devotion. The 
words “hate not” can best be understood by 
comparing with the parallel passage in 
Matthew 10:37-39, but the issue can be 
seen clearly in three cases before the writer 
of these notes at this very moment. The 
first, a brilliant girl from an ow ne | home 
who has been soundly converted and called 


GOWNS 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 




















CONGRESS ON PROPHECY 
plans to itinerate 


at tn capacity day-time attendances 
.— ens crowds at the Sec- 
nternational on Prophecy 

helt November 6-13 in Calvary Baptist 
Church, New York, have induced the 
American Association Board to authorize 





pi oy » By Sor ay. Te be pase of 
Chatce of dates, we urge that you 

cote us 7 clin 
your order now, too, for the 
book ‘“Understandi The Times” 
which will — ¢ cream of the 

Price $3.00. 

nd write ~g free copy of the 
Manifesto adopted by the Congress, em- 
bodying the unanimous eschatological 
views of 37 outstanding speakers repre- 
senting 16 nationally recognized schools. 


“Write to Dept: E 

Dr. A. B. Machlin, Executive Director 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
JEWISH ag to INC. 
Winona Lake, I 




















You BUY SECURITY oe bre bi 
money you invest in e lew ae 
Bible Society Annuity is eo 
in compliance with rigid New aa 
State regulations designed bevy, “a 
tect you. The rate you get W elgg 
invest, you continue to recei ae 
the rest of your life. This _— 
factor means to you an oe 
dependable, unchanging life- 


; income. = 
f u BUY INC - _ 
bas able when you want ad 
York Bible Society 


cagmmeme ° 


up. You may inves 
or you may ! 


duce an 
jet eo $100, $500, $1000. Or you 


ities to 
a number of annu! 
an checks quarterly, or every 


i ou 
ae pant or on dates you -_ 
select. New York Bible Society 


Annuities are flexible. 
New York Bible Society Annuities 
an additional bonus — 
f sharing in a great Scrip- 
bution and missionary 


give you 
the joy ° 
ture distri 


enterprise. 
To learn more about these 


ties, write to: 
: _ J. FANT, General Secretary 
j wr YORK BIBLE SOGIET! 


— ee ee ee ee ee 


Annui- 





NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY, DEPT. 18 


’ 

5 East 48th Street, New York 17, WN. Y. J 

| Please send me your free booklet describing # 
' 

' 

4 

a 


“OBJECTALKS”— 20 bright Bible talks 
to boys and girls illus- 
trated by familiar objects. 
“TALKS ON TEXTS”—50 children’s 
sermons. Illu- 
minated by: fascinating illustrations. 
“PAPER TEARING TALKS”—15 gospel 
talks. Paper is folded then torn and the 
object is unfolded. Interesting to old 
and young. Full directions. 
A PASTOR writes: “Your talks are the 
best I have ever 
used or have been able to find.” 
ANOTHER Says: “I use your talks in 
D.V.B.S. with a lot of success.” 
55 talks—a whole year with the Each set $1.00 
Children. Over 100,000 in use. All three $2.00 
HADDON SERVICE, Box 164-E, Fairfield, Conn. 








== STALE 
















Say, a) .. here’s a magazine 


your teenagers will read 


Foung Iie macazine 


* 






Dept. ET 16 


( young ile wes 





28 















to missionary service. Every time she leaves 
her home to go to worship or service, she 
is hated for Christ’s sake, and she returns 
to that atmosphere afterwards; but she 
never falters, for though she loves her 
people, she loves Christ more. The second 
is that of a young man in North Africa, 
who has been turned from home and job 
and is as the offscouring of the earth to his 
own people because he has confessed Christ. 
The third is of a royal personage who to- 
day renounces her personal desires for mar- 
riage for the sake of her faith. 

Somewhere, sometime in our lives the 
deep challenge will come, “Who is first in 
our affections?” The true disciple, having 
counted the cost (vss. 28-33) and having 
learned to yield his will daily to Christ, will 
not be found wanting. But the cost must 
be counted, and the threefold repetition 
by our Lord of the words, “He cannot be 
my disciple,” (vss. 26, 27, 33) carries a 
solemn warning. 


Salt is only useful if it has 
savor; then it flavors, puri- 
fies, stops the spread of corruption. Should 
it lose its virtue, it is useless no matter how 
great the quantity. Christians are the salt 
of the earth, to be measured by effective- 
ness, not statistics. We can lower our stand- 
ards, increase our memberships, parade our 
statistics, and be fit neither for the land 
nor yet the dunghill. Alternatively, we can 
face the cost of true discipleship and, being 
willing to take up our cross and follow 
Christ, be what He died to make us, the 
salt of the earth! 


JANUARY 29, 1956 


SUMMARY 


God’s Concern for Sinners 
(Temperance) 


Background Scripture: Luke 15:1-32 
Devotional Reading: John 3:1-11 
Memory Selection: Luke 19:10 


The fifteenth chapter of 
Luke gives us three of 
the loveliest parables ever spoken, and the 
setting is illuminating. The magnetism of 
Christ had drawn “all the publicans and 
sinners for to hear Him.” Could these truths 
really be for them? Was the religious closed- 
shop of respectability to be opened to all? 
Was there hope for the lost? There is eager 
wistfulness in their eyes as they listen, and 
much of the teaching of this chapter is de- 
signed to woo and win them. But there was 
the shadow of criticism, too, for “the 
Pharisees and scribes murmered saying, 
‘This man receiveth sinners and eateth 
with them.’” They too needed to know 
there was hope for the hopeless and judg- 
ment for the self-righteous. We shall best 
understand these three parables if we keep 
in mind the two elements that comprised 
the listening crowd; eager publicans and 
sinners, and critical Pharisees and scribes. 


INTRODUCTION 


EXPOSITION 


The Seeking Saviour 

The first two parables of the lost sheep 
and lost coin, though familiar, are full of 
meaning that we have not exhausted. They 
cut at the ‘root of the purely statistical view 
of evangelism. While one sheep is wander- 
ing, the true shepherd-heart knows no rest. 
It is useless to point out that 99 percent 
are safe, for he thinks only of the one lost 
and seeks until he finds it. Then follows 
Luke’s beautiful touch, “When he hath 
found it, he layeth it on his shoulders re- 
joicing . . . calleth his friends and says, 
Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 
which was lost.” 

The second parable of the woman and 
the lost coin, which could refer to part of 





her temple tax or one piece of the circlet 
of coins worn about her head, is vivid with 
familiar detail. We see the eagerness with 
which the earthen floor is swept and the 
rushes moved while the dust flies! Then the 
finding and rejoicing! The teaching is ap- 
parent. Here love is focused on the lost 
item, whether it be sheep or coin. It can 
never be satisfied with the 90 percent of 
safe coins or 99 percent of securely penned 
sheep. The Church must never be content 
while some are still lost to the shelter of 
His fold, and the lost sinners can be cer- 
tain that the Saviour of the world is seek- 
ing them. No matter how vile the sin or 
how binding the slavery of liquor, drugs, or 
lust, the Son of Man is seeking. So far the 
parables follow even ground, but suddenly 
they rise and lift into the clouds to see'the 
joys of Heaven: “I say unto you that like- 
wise joy shall be in Heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety and 
nine just persons (keep in mind the mur- 
mering Pharisees!) that need no repentance” 
(vss. 7-10). Heaven sings when sinners are 
saved, but there is no hope for smug self- 
righteousness. 


The Prodigal Son 


Three characters are delineated in this 
beautiful parable: the elder brother, repre- 
senting the scribes and Pharisees (the un- 
lovely religious people of every age); the 
young brother, representative of the pub- 
licans and sinners who have lost God; and 
the father who, longing, looking, and wel- 
coming, is surely a picture of the eternal 
love. What are the lessons for us in these 
three word portraits? 

Let us look first at the elder brother and 
ask what is wrong with him. Kipling has 
surely overstated the case in his m on 
the prodigal son when he calls him a 
hound, but we instinctively shrink from the 
elder brother and the unlovely religious 
people he represents. Can we find here the 
sins that so easily make us loveless and un- 
lovable? Firstly we see that he shared his 
father’s home, but not his heart, and all 
the time the father’s eyes grew weary with 
watching and his heart heavy with waiting, 
the brother plodded contentedly through 
the fields with never a pang for the prodi- 
gal. So we can grow selfish in the Father’s 
house, delighting in the comforts of the 
gospel and the love of the Father, and never 
for one moment feel any heart-burden for 
the lost. When did we last lose any sleep 
over the lost folk of our home town or 
country? How deeply do we feel for those 
in the mission fields who have never heard 
of Christ? Do we plod selfishly through life 
without for one moment sharing God’s heart 
of love for the lost? 

Secondly, we notice that he clung to his 
relationship with his father and missed 
that with his brother (Note: “this thy son” 
vs. 20). Unless we share the Father’s heart 
for the lost, we insensibly drift into the 
cold and careless detachment of spiritual 
superiority and have to be reminded that 
our Father’s son is our brother (vs. 32). 
Consequently, he conceived his duty to his 
father as quite complete on the basis of a 
full quota of work done (affection for his 
father, or his brother did not enter into 
‘his calculations), and it is this attitude still 
that makes us heartlessly content with a 
modicum of worship, service, and giving and 
fails to link our hearts either with suffering 
and wandering humanity, or with the com- 
pelling compassion of God. Poor elder 
brother, he kept his inheritance safe (vs. 
31) but saieh all the joy. His father, 
brother, servants, and friends were all re- 
joicing while he, sour and petulant, stood 
outside—a sadly apt portrait of a self-cen- 
tered Christian. 


ETERNITY 











The prodigal is more lovable, but he too 
made grave mistakes. He began, as do all 
prodigals, with the erroneous idea that his 
share of the inheritance was his to do with 
as he liked. That is basic to our sins. We 
take God’s endowments for granted and 
forget that our talents and our dollars must 
one day be accounted for. In the second 
place, he held a mistaken view of the 
world, feeling that if he poured into it him- 
self and his possessions without stint, it 
would yield a commensurate harvest of 
thrill and joy. Poor, deluded soul! He soon 
began to be in want, and no man gave to 
him! The arithmetic is simple; Satan sub- 
tracts, Christ multiplies. Satan takes your 
possessions, your purity, your sobriety, your 
health of mind and body, your soul, and 
when he has taken all, even the husks, the 
only return is the wages of sin, which is 
death. Christ multiplies, for he came that 
we might have abundant life, and _ still 
says, “Follow me, and I will make you to 
become. . . .” The prodigal made these mis- 
takes because he misunderstood his father. 
If only he could get away from home, life 
was calling, and he couldn’t feel that the 
father’s disciplines were of love and wis- 
dom, so he went away. It was not until he 
returned, broken and penitent, that he 
found what he wanted: love, joy, a robe, 
shoes, a ring, and the knowledge that com- 
ing to himself (vs. 17) he came to his father, 
and that was coming home. No: man or 
woman is ever a full self away from God. 

The portrait of the father is exquisite, 
and who but Christ could have given it? 
The Father sees us a great way off . . . loves 
with infinite love and mercy . . . cuts short 
the formal petition (vs. 21) with gifts of 
grace and beauty and, when the elder son 
stays outside, entreats him to come in! 
Someone has truly said that there are two 
prodigals in this story—one in a far country 
and the other at home. Both of them needed 
a new experience of the father’s love to 
break down every barrier, melt the stony 
heart, and bend the rebellious will. 

There are two sets of prodigals facing 
God to-day. One is in our churches but 
far from the Father’s heart; the other in the 
far country wasting life on unsatisfying 
trivialities. To both of them these parables 
say, in the words of F. W. Faber: 


Souls of men, why will ye scatter, 
Like a crowd of frightened sheep? 
Foolish hearts, why will ye wander 
From a love so true and deep? 
There is plentiful redemption 

In the blood that has been shed; 
There is joy for all the members 
In the sorrows of the Head. 

For the love of God is broader 
Than the measures of man’s mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 

Is most wonderfully kind. 


For the Son of Man is 
come to seek and to save 
the fost. That is our only hope and must be 
also the inspiration and dynamic of our 
service. 


SUMMARY 
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Jesus Teaches Gratitude 


Background Scripture: Luke 17:1-19 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 100 
Memory Selection: Psalm 92:1 


INTRODUCTION ‘The principal lesson to- 
day, as our title reveals, 
is “Jesus teaches gratitude,” but our back- 
ground scripture gives us some important 
teaching before it reaches the account of 
the healed lepers and we must not ignore 
it, though our treatment must be brief 
rather than thorough. 
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RETIRED RAILROAD MAN PUTS HIS 
LIFE’S SAVINGS INTO MOODY ANNUITIES! 





enough that all of my life’s 





savings are invested in 
Moody Bible Institute 


Annuities !”’ 











“RAILROADING 
IS A GREAT 
BUSINESS... “ 


says Mr. M. of Missouri, “‘but it doesn’t 
begin to compare with the greatest 
businéss in the world—that of winning lost 
souls for Christ.” As a telegrapher and 
station agent, Mr. M. tapped out all kinds 
of messages, but he says that none were 
as important or urgent as the spreading of 
the GOSPEL message _ for which 

he has invested his life’s savings! 









There Are Two Good Reasons for 
” His Satisfaction with Moody Annuities... 


1. Generous Income . .. He knows that he is assured of a generous, un- 
changing income as long as he lives. His savings are secure, 
because they are backed by all the resources of Moody 
Bible Institute. ' 


2. Peace of Mind... He knows that his savings are doing business for 
God now, and will continue to work through the Institute 
and its many soul-winning ministries—long after he has 

gone to be with the Lord. 
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EXPOSITION 
Offenses 


The world is full of stumbling blocks. The 
boy or girl at primary school hears evil 
things. Our young men and women at col- 
lege, in the service, or at business, find the 
net well laid wherever they go. Middle life 
has its distractions, temptations, and dis- 
illusionments, for there is a “destruction 
that wasteth at noon-day.” So life continues, 
and Christ as realist faces the facts without 
here explaining them. Our great — 
sibility is to see that we are not the chan- 
nels through which these offenses come, for 
no excuse will be deemed valid. Although 
Christ does not detail the punishment, He 
does give a solemn comparison, “Woe unto 
him through whom they come! It were 
better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and he cast into the sea, 
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than that he should offend one of these 
little ones.” The “little ones” are not only 
children but all who are made to stumble. 
Before heaven’s bar of justice will be ar- 
raigned all who have caused anyone to fall. 
That does not mean we should judge others 
but rather take heed to ourselves (vs. 3). 
Perhaps some of the disciples were causing 
others to stumble by showing an unfor- 
giving spirit (a not unknown hindrance 
today!), and certainly our Lord’s teaching 
on forgiveness (vss. 3; 4) proved too great 
a challenge to their faith (vs. 5). It does 
need living faith to practice forgiveness as 
Christ taught it, but His teaching is ac- 
companied by His enabling. His faith im- 
planted by His spirit can remove from with- 
in us the mountain of hardness and cast 
it, with our sins, in the depths of the sea. 
But do we want such a radical renewing? 
Lest there should be some spiritual pride 
left, Christ teaches that when we have im- 
plicitly obeyed Him we have only fulfilled 
our duty (vss. 7-10). 


The Ten Lepers 

On one occasion when in Morocco, the 
writer saw ten blind beggars walking along, 
each with his hand on the shoulder of the 
one in front and the whole led by a boy. 
Such an unforgettable picture is conjured 
up by the story of these ten lepers bound 
together by the deep bonds of adversity, 
coming out to meet Jesus. Even Jew and 
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Samaritan, who normally had no dealings 
with one another, were one in the appeal 
to Christ as they stood afar off and cried, 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us,” for 
suffering has its unifying influence. It was 
a remarkable healing; there was no word 
from His lips or touch from His hands, only 
the simple command to obey the Mosaic 
Law (Lev. 1l-Lev. 14). As they went, they 
were cleansed, and the long-forgotten flow 
of health returned. Of the ten, nine went 
on their way with their backs turned to- 
wards Christ, and only one, a despised 
Samaritan, returned to give glory to God 
and thanks to Christ (vss. 15-16). “What 
base ingratitude!” we exclaim hotly. Yet 
are not we all guilty of this sin? We live 
in a country where freedom is taken for 
granted; where the ministries of our par- 
ents,, churches, ministers, and teachers, etc., 
are so freely given that it is easy not to ex- 

ress our thanks. When this is lifted to the 

ighest level of all and we think of Christ's 
healing and cleansing touch upon us and 
His answers to our prayers, how frequently 
we must confess to ingratitude! It is written 
of Christ, “Though He was rich, yet for 
your sakes He became r, that you 
through His poverty might be rich” (II Cor. 
9:8), but does this move us to say with 
Isaac Watts, 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far too small, 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Or has it become so familiar as to leave us 
unmoved? Because of our proneness to for- 
get, our Lord gave us the Communion serv- 
ice in remembrance of Him. Still, it is possi- 
ble to stay away, or in coming even to this 
service, to be without the spontaneous well- 
ing of thanksgiving and praise in the heart. 
Well might Christ look at the vacant places 
(and present bodies but absent minds and 
affections!) and say, “Were there not ten 
cleansed? but where are the nine?” 

The closing (vs. 19) shows us that in- 
gratitude is not only a widespread sin, but, 
being sin, is an impoverishment. There are 
two qualities of faith here: all ten lepers 
had faith to meet Christ, plead to Him, and 
follow His instructions for healing, but 
only the one who returned had the faith to 
be made whole. That surely is a vital les- 
son for thousands who ag ll give us this 
day our daily bread;” who look to God for 
daily provision and protection, yet never 
return to see that the same Hand that gives 
natural things is waiting to bestow spiritual 
life, that the same love that gives life to 
all and daily loads us with benefits is wait- 
ing to shower all the riches of salvation 
upon us. ‘The faith that receives the lesser 
temporal blessings is meant to pilot us to 
Christ that we may be made whole. No one 
is whole in the fullest sense of the word 
who has not heard the word of pardon and 
renewing from Christ. Wholeness includes 
the spiritual man, and, in the words of 
Bishop Taylor Smith, “a man without Christ 


is not ‘all there.’” 
SUMMARY Running through this 
passage of Scripture is 
Christ’s standard for us: We should live 
without causing others to stumble. We 
should freely forgive those who trespass 
against us. We should serve God diligently 
as our duty and privilege. We should ever 
have the song of gratitude, praise, and 
thanksgiving on our lips! Who is sufficient 
for these things? Our sufficiency is of God! 
Each time we draw water the pipes and 
tanks fill again because they are linked to 
the reservoir. If we have faith and obed- 
ience to abide in Christ, we shall be in liv- 
ing union with the Eternal Reservoir and 
shall find new supplies of grace each hour 
while pressing on to God. 
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WUEST’S WORD STUDIES 


NOW PRESENTS ROMANS 


Kenneth S. Wuest, Professor of Greek 
at the Moody Bible Institute, presents 
to the reading public the Epistle to the 
Romans, his sixteenth work on word 
studies from the Greek New Testament. 
This will be a welcome companion, on 
the shelf of one’s library, to the author’s 
other commentaries on Galatians, Ephe- 
sians and Colossians, Philippians, Mark, 
the Pastoral Epistles, Hebrews, First 
Peter, Second Peter with First, Second, 
and Third John and Jude, plus seven 
other volumes on miscellaneous word 
studies. 

Dr. Wuest, who received an honorary 
Doctor of Letters last June from Whea- 
ton College, has done a great service for 
the English reader in digging nuggets 
of grace from the Greek mine of God’s 
Word. He has endeavored to have us 
feel the pulse beat of the original lang- 
uage, for the Greek of the New Testa- 
ment was the language of the people— 
the merchants, the ports, the cities, and 
of the homes. He enables us to know 
the spirit of the times as he tries to ex- 
press in our idiom their thought. 

In the Epistle to the Romans, Dr. 
Wuest takes us to the heart of the Chris- 
tian Gospel and from the ringing anvil 
of the Greek hammers out, in strokes 
firm and clear, the mighty doctrine of 
justification by faith alone, while sing- 
ing at his work that most appropriate 
hymn, “Grace, ‘tis a charming sound.” 
No longer bothered by the archaisms of 
the English nor trapped by the angli- 
cized Latin, the English reader is ex- 
posed to the freshness of the original 
language, thus being able to breathe in 
the exhilirating atmosphere of the in- 
spired text. 

Dr. Wuest is a man whose bushel 
should have burned long ago, for he 
has a light worth shining. For three 
years this reviewer had this man of God 
as a teacher. During those years this 
writer had his life influenced by one 
who, before his students, his fellow fac- 
ulty members, and every one who knew 
him, was the incarnation of grace’s win- 
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someness. No task was too menial, no 
place too low, no applause too faint 
for him. He knew the secret of “living 
unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of 
his faith.” In class, as he stood before 
us with one leg curled around that of 
the lectern, he would teach, making the 
Greek glow with the glory of God’s 
grace, teaching, not from the earthly 
limitations that were his, but from the 
unlimited heavenly resources which he 
found to be his in his precious Lord. I 
can still hear him say with a grateful 
voice: 
Near, so very near to God, 
Nearer I cannot be; 
For in the Person of His Son, 
I’m just as near as He. 

“Wuestie”—as we used to call him, 
now called “Skipper” by his present stu- 
dents—desired to be a missionary, but 
in God's providence it was not his to go 
to the foreign field. Nothing daunted, he 
decided to become a missionary of the 
pen. The royalties from his books have 
been put into a fund out of which Dr. 
Wuest is able to send his books gratis to 
the missionaries serving the Lord on the 
far distant outposts, thus bringing added 
light to those who sit in darkness. Mis- 
sionaries have been helped in their trans- 
lation of the Gospel through the use of 
these works. And Dr. Wuest, by his pen, 
is realizing his delight: 

“My album is a savage breast, 

Where tempests brood and shadows 

rest, 

Without one ray of light. 

To write the name of Jesus there, 

And see that savage kneel in prayer, 

And point to worlds more bright and 

fair, 

This is my soul’s delight.*” 

From Alaska to South Africa, from India 
to Australia, Wuest’s Word Studies 
wend their way. 

In Mrs. Wuest, our author has a true 
helpmeet. After the original manuscript 
is completed in longhand, Mrs. Wuest 
makes typewritten copies which become 
the working draft for revision and polish- 





Kenneth S. Wuest 


ing until the finished product emerges. 
She then types the final draft, and the 
work is ready for the publisher. Mrs. 
Wuest is not merely a secretary. She is 
a gracious lady, deeply spiritual, delight- 
ing in the joys which grace affords. Mrs. 
Keiper and I, visited the Wuests on our 
way to Alaska recently, and enjoyed the 
good hospitality of this consecrated 
couple. 

Three men have been milestones in 
the life of this reviewer. Dr. Barnhouse, 
Editor of ETerniTy magazine, led me to 
the Lord. Dr. P. B. Fitzwater, one-time 
professor of doctrine and theology at the 


‘Moody Bible Institute, led me, a stub- 


born Arminian, into the full joy of sover- 
eign grace, and Dr. Kenneth S. Wuest, 
who is wholly responsible for my teach- 
ing of Greek, and greatly instrumental 
in my making, as the basis of my min- 
istry, word studies of the Scriptures. 
As I studied Ephesians with him from 
the Greek, I came to know my own 
standing in the Beloved. And knowing 
what I had in Christ, I have been mov- 
ing during these twenty years into my 
privileges in Christ Jesus. 

It is the hope that many readers not 
acquainted with the Word Studies of 
Kenneth S. Wuest will come to know 
them and to love them. God has given 
this man a gift; may we profit by it. 

* “Streams in the Desert,” Robert Moffat. 


Wuest’s Word Studies. Romans. Kenneth S. 
Wuest. Eerdmans. 298 pp. $3.00. 


Protestant-Catholic-Jew. Will Herberg. Dou- 
bleday. 320 pp. $4.00. 
As the sub-title indicates, this is “An Es- 
say in American Religious Sociology.” Its 
chief purpose appears to be a defense for 


the existence of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews. The claim is made 
that “The inter-faith movement has emerg- 
ed as one of the most vigorous and exten- 
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Word Studies 


IN THE GREEK NEW 
TESTAMENT — FOR THE 
ENGLISH READER 
by 
KENNETH S. 
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Professor of 
Greek Studies, 
Moody Bible 


Institute 


Expanded 
Translations, 
Fascinating 


Word Study Explanations 


The full title of most of this series of unique 
books reads, e.g.: Golden Nuggets from, or, 
Philippians in, the Greek New Testament. 
GOLDEN NUGGETS—Elaborates and _illus- 
trates 62 passages, words and phrases. 1.50 
BYPATHS—Meanings that cannot be ex- 
plained in bare translations. 15 chapters. 1.50 
TREASURES—19 chapters include The Word 
Grace, Christian Optimism and a Carefree 
Mind, and Paul the Scholar. 1.50 
UNTRANSLATABLE RICHES—Includes: The 
Doctrine of Inspiration, Paul’s last Words to 
Timothy, Hebrews 6, The Ministry of the 
Holy Spirit. Also index to Vols. 1 to 4 
above. 1.50 
PHILIPPIANS—A complete translation, out- 
line, and Greek word studies in Philippians. 
FIRST PETER—A simplified Greek commentary 
and a full translation of the epistle. 1.50 
GALATIANS—Historical Background, Analysis, 
Exegesis and Translation. 2.00 
STUDIES IN VOCABULARY—Some 80 key 
words such as Comfort, Baptize, Truth, 
Prophecy. 1.50 
HEBREWS—An expanded translation with 
Historical Background, Analysis and Exegesis 


of more than 400 words. 2.50 
MARK—A simplified commentary for inten- 
sive study; ideal for missionaries. 3.00 


GREAT TRUTHS TO LIVE BY—A devotional 
word study on teachings of Jesus and the 


apostles. 2.00 
PASTORAL EPISTLES—Expanded translations 
and exegeses of | Timothy, II Timothy, 
Titus. 2.50 


EPHESIANS & COLOSSIANS—Expanded trans- 
lations and exegeses of these important 
books. 2.50 
IN THESE LAST DAYS—Studies in the Greek 
text of Il Peter, the 3 Epistles of John, 
Jude. 3.00 
PROPHETIC LIGHT IN PRESENT DARKNESS— 
The present world situation viewed from the 
Christian standpoint. 2.00 
ROMANS—Wuest’s latest (1955) volume is an 
important expanded translation and exegesis 
of this outstanding Epistle. 3.00 
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Publishing Co. 
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sive enterprises on the American scene; 
above all, the interfaith idea has become 
one of the accepted aspects of the American 
Way of Life” (p. 260). 

After stating the American religious prob- 
lem to be, paradoxically, “pervasive secular- 
ism amid mounting religiosity,” Dr. Her- 
berg explores immigration and shows how 
it conditioned America to a tripartite re- 
ligious division: Protestant, Catholic, and 
Jew. The author interprets available statis- 
tics in showing a contemporary major up- 
swing in American religion. That religion, 
which Americans are said to hold in com- 
mon (p. 88), is the “American Way of 
Life.” 

The central chapters of this essay deal 
with the tripartite religious division. The 
religions are then compared and contrasted, 
and interpreted with reference to their 
combinations and conflicts. The book con- 
cludes, with evident approval, that Ameri- 
can religion has become so thoroughly sec- 
ularized that the distinction between secu- 
larism and religion has lost much of its 
meaning today; for both cherish the same 
values and organize their lives on the same 
fundamental matters defined by the “Amer- 
ican Way of Life.” 

Obviously, this work obscures the true 
evangelical position, adding one more evi- 
dence of the blind spots of non-evangelical 
scholarship, yet, for evangelical readers of 
Erernity, this book holds many interesting 
pages and provides significant food for 
thought and action. 

Doucias B. MAcCoRKLE 


Red Knights from Hy Brasil. Christine 

Savery. C.S.S.M. 150 pp. $.75. 

The House with the Blind Window. Eliza- 
beth Batt. C.S.S.M. 179 pp. $.75. 

Two exciting adventure stories for boys 
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tions as the public school, both these books 
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CHARGE TO A PASTOR 
(Continued from page 18) 


advancement, and kindred rewards. As 
to the tragic effects of this sin we must 
await the judgment seat of Christ to 
know the extent of its blight. But we do 
have enough suggestion from the Scrip- 
tures to know God’s attitude toward this 
ministerial hazard which captures truly 
great and talented men. It was profes- 
sionalism that precipitated the fall of 
Balaam. No more eloquent orator ever 
lifted his voice in the Old Testament 
era; no prophet gave more utterance to 
more lofty sentiments; none could have 
been more orthodox in his preachments. 
But Balaam was willing to barter his 
talents for promotion, prestige, and pelf. 

It was the sin of professionalism that 
robbed the Pharisees of their faith in 
Christ and drew His scathing censure, 
“How can ye believe, who receive honor 
one of another and seek not the honor 
that cometh from God only?” (John 
5:44). 





It is this sin that causes every good and 
noble work, ably and diligently execut- 
ed, to fall miserably short of God’s 
commendation—like the works of that 
busy church of Sardis prominent in the 
Apocalypse to which the Heaven-ascend- 
ed Christ said: “Thou hast a name that 
thou livest, and art dead . . . I have not 
found thy works perfect before God.” 
This church had works, yes, but they 
were not executed in the energy of the 
Holy Spirit nor with an eye single to the 
glory of Christ. They were works pro- 
fessionally performed, and therefore pro- 
fane in the eyes of Him who walks in 
the midst of the golden lampstands. 


Yes, how many times professionalism 
has jaded our own service done in 
Christ’s name; how many times it has 
commandeered the heart of an able min- 
ister of the Gospel reducing him from a 
noble, self-effacing bondslave of Jesus 
Christ to a perfunctory performer of re- 
ligious duties, a casual custodian of 
sacred oracles, a mealy-mouthed blath- 
erer of pious precepts, an ecclesiastical 
wheel-horse with hardly a higher motive 
for his ministry than to keep the ma- 
chinery moving, his parishioners placat- 
ed, and his Presbytery impressed; with 
zeal for adding names to the church ros- 
ter, but no consuming passion to see 
ruined men brought to a saving know- 
ledge of the Redeemer; a desire to see 
church pews filled with church members, 
but no real concern to witness church 
members filled with the Holy Spirit, 
living their lives under the sovereignty 
of the Saviour for the glory of God, 
through a faithful ministry of the Word; 
an ambition for a good benevolence 
record, but no burning enthusiasm to 
penetrate the abysmal darkness of hea- 
thendom with the Light-bringing mess- 
age of Christ’s redemption, through an 
intensive program of foreign missions. 

But how can you and I as ministers of 
this glorious Gospel through our con- 
stant handling of holy things avoid that 
familiarity which breeds contempt and 
degenerates into professionalism? Allow 
me most humbly to suggest to you as I 
suggest to myself, that we exercise most 
diligently and personally that means of 
grace which we so heartily recommend to 
our Ccongregations—the feeding upon 
God’s Word—that mirror of the soul 
which not only nourishes us, but re- 
flects each ugly line in our character as 
soon as it appears and provides the 
Divine remedy for its removal. We shall 
do well as ministers to emulate David 
who testified: “Thy Word have I hid 
in my heart that I might not sin against 
Thee” (Psalm 119:11), and learn in an 
ever-deepening way the meaning of the 
statement: “Man shall not live by bread 
alone but by every word that aera 
out of the mouth of God (Matthew 5:4). 

Then there is prayer. We must be 
men of prayer. Luther, Calvin, Knox, 
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. Wesley, Finney, and Moody gave large 


place to prayer in their ministeries, and 
God gave them large. ministeries. A 
group of ministers were surveyed as to 
the time they spent in prayer each day. 
The average was five minutes. That is 
not enough to enable us to win any 
day. 

We shall also teach our congregation 
to pray for us as well as others. Shortly 
after Wilbur Chapman as a young min- 
ister, accepted an early pastorate in an 
eastern city, his officers came to him and 
said: “Mr. Chapman, you are not a 
strong preacher, but we are going to 


pray for you that the Lord may give you 
an effective ministry.” They did, and 
this “weak preacher” became an evan- 
gelist whose pulpit power was probably 
not surpassed in his generation. Through 
his world-wide ministry untold thousands 
were swept into the Kingdom of God. 
We shall be men of thanksgiving—as 
joyously and permanently grateful for 
our salvation as the vilest sinner most 
recently redeemed. Out of our thankful 
hearts we shall preach the heart of the 
Gospel—“Jesus Christ and Him cruci- 
fied.” We shall preach it to burdened 
hearts, calloused hearts, sin-weary 
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hearts—with Christ’s heart of compassion. 

We shall be men of the Spirit—seek- 
ing His enduement, His infilling for 
every act of service. Recently it was our 
privilege to see the biographical film ' 
“John Wesley.” In it are three impres- 
sive sequences. The first depicts Wesley 
as an earnest young thinister persuasively 
explaining the plan of salvation to a 
criminal facing the gallows. As he makes 
clear with burning words that God sent 
his only begotten Son to die for sinners 
and that by faith in his Name the most 
sinful can find salvation, the despairing 
face of the condemned man becomes 
aglow with the assurance of pardon and 
peace. 

As Wesley and his companion leave 
the scene of the execution, his compan- 
ion commends him on the splendid man- 
ner in which he communicated the 
“good tidings of great joy.” But Wesley’s 
countenance clouds and with deep agony 
of soul he acknowledges to his compan- 
ion that the message he so eloquently 
proclaimed has not possessed his own 
heart. Its very assurance somehow evades 
him. His preaching is still professional. 

The next scene depicts Wesley in 
guest of the “inner witness” visiting a 
little Moravian prayer meeting in Alders- 
gate Street, London. Here a humble 
servant of Christ is expounding the doc- 
trine of justification by faith from the 
book of Romans. As Wesley listens, he 
sees clearly by the Holy Spirit’s enabling 
power the adequacy of Christ’s atone- 
ment. He receives the “inner witness” 
whereby he cries, “Abba Father.” He 
testifies at the close of the meeting. that 
his heart has been strangely warmed. 

The third sequence portrays the new 
Wesley literally set on fire by the Spirit 
of God, and now successfully proclaim- 
ing the unsearchable riches of Christ to 
the masses who are magnetically drawn 
to his meetings. Wesley is now a man 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and his min- 
istry becomes almost infinite in its scope 
as the founder of Methodism. 

The spiritual opportunity here in this 
great metropolis of the South-west is 
likewise limitless in its potential. But 
the professional proclamation of the ora- 
cles of God will not be adequate to ex- 
ploit the potentiality. One lone minister 
cannot make a single spiritual dent on 
this great city, but the Holy Spirit 
through that minister can start a spirit- 
ual conflagration in this church which 
will touch off a spiritual chain-reaction 
to influence thousands for Christ in this 
city and send forth waves of Christian 
inspiration to the ends of the earth until 
the end of time. 

May the Heaven-ascended Christ give 
you the grace to accept these disciplines, 
and above all, the enabling power of the 
Holy Spirit that your ministry may re- 
bound most fully to the glory of His 
wonderful Name. END 





PROPHETIC CONFERENCE 
(Continued from page 19) 


and press for evangelism now as never 
before to both Jew and Gentile—‘the 
Lord is at Hand.’” 

(3) Dr. Allan A.MacRae: (speaking 
on “The Last Days’) 

“In the last days, Scripture tells us, 
God will establish upon earth a reign of 
peace and security such as man with all 
his modern learning and ingenuity has 
never been able to attain to. The one 
who alone can make this prophecy 
reach its fulfillment is our Lord Jesus 
Christ, born of. David's seed and in 
David’s city (Micah 5:2) ‘whose goings 
forth are of old, even from everlasting.’ 

Upon his glorious return Christ will 
truly ‘stand in the strength of the Lord’ 
and ‘He shall be great unto the ends of 
the earth’ for in His reigning majesty 
the redeemed will rejoice evermore and 
all flesh will worship the Living God— 
‘and this man shall be the peace.’ 
(4) Dr. John S. Wimbish: (speaking on 
“Living in the Light of Prophecy”) 

“We are living today in the times of 
God’s prophetic dealing with the na- 
tions. All around us we behold the use 
of godlessness and unconcern for the 
truths of the Bible. Everywhere men are 
seeking answers to problems only God’s 
Word gives a satisfactory answer to. 

“The Lord Jesus Christ, with divine 
prophetic accuracy predicted the very 
conditions the leaders of world govern- 
ment today most openly deplore—yet 
they continue to reject Him as Saviour. 

Living in the light of prophecy as we 
find ourselves today, it behooves us to 
search the Scriptures and re-dedicate 
ourselves to the task of winning men 
from darkness to light—from Satan to 
Christ—as the prophetic clock of God's 


dealings with men approaches the last 
hour of human history in this atomic 
age.” 

(5) Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein (speaking 
on “Arnold Toynbee and the Jews”) 

“Let no one suppose that Professor 
Toynbee is in any sense a Christian in 
the historical framework of the term, 
for it is obvious from the tenor of his 
work that he is not. Dr. Toynbee rele- 
gates Israel and Judaistic monotheism 
to the category of ‘a fossilized civiliza- 
tion,’ a religion that evolved from a 
tribal volcanic god concept and a na- 
tion that today occupies the Holy Land, 
to which Toynbee believes the Arabs 
have a better right. Professor Toynbee 
is also bitter against Jewish Zionism and 
sees little, if any, future at all for the 
Jews either in or outside of Palestine. 

“But let us step outside this massive 
field of human schelastic opinion that 
is Arnold Toynbee’s work and breathe 
the pure fresh air of biblical truth. 

“God’s Word tells us that Israel is no 
‘fossilized civilization’ at all, nor did 
the lofty moral and spiritual tenets of 
Judaism spring from any such crude 
tribal god of a volcano. The Scriptures 
tell us that God revealed these things 
to a people he deigned to call His 
‘chosen,’ and this Israel is, all human 
objections to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 

“The error of Toynbee is that he 
neglects the truth of Scripture for 
jhuman, naturalistic speculation on his- 
torical and theological truths, and 
Professor Toynbee is not a theologian. 
The prophecies of the Bible foretell Is- 
rael’s return and the Second Coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; let us be warned, 
then, of those who would disparage Is- 
rael’s place in the great prophetic pro- 
gram of God soon to be completed in 
the fullness of time.” END 
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INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 25) 


Satan has sponsored the idea that the 
world is to become a beautiful kingdom, 
called the kingdom of God. The message 
is clear and plain in the Bible, but Satan 
has confused the thinking of many 
people by religious teaching that is false. 
The Satanic teaching has become so com- 
monplace that many people look in 
startled wonder at the Bible teacher who 
brushes away the encrustations of false- 
hood and returns to the clean rock of 
truth. The Lord God today is not saving 
the world. The Lord Jesus Christ an- 
nounced that all its works were evil and 
refused to pray for it (John 17:9). 

In refusing to pray for the world, the 
Lord did not refuse to pray for a por- 
tion of the people in the midst of the 
world. He prayed for those who were 
given to Him by the Father (John 
17:9). And all of the Lord’s work today 
is in relation to this group, which He 
has called the Church. The Greek word 
is ekklesia, and comes from a preposition 
ek, out of, and a verb kaleo, to call. 
God is not saving the world, and at no 
time, since the creation or before, did 
He ever have the idea of saving the 
whole world. God is not saving any na- 
tion in its entirety, although all the 
members of one nation living at a cer- 
tain future time will be saved at that 
time. God is not saving all the members 
of any one church denomination. What 
God is doing is to take out a people for 
His name. This fact was clearly set 
forth in the first of the church councils. 
The Lord had told the disciples that 
whatsoever they should bind on earth 
would be bound in Heaven, and that 
whatsoever they should loose on earth 
would be loosed in Heaven. There was 
the maze of the ceremonial law which 
neither they nor their fathers had been 
able to bear. The apostles were to meet 
and make the decisions as to which of 
these practices would be binding on the 
church, which not, from which they 
could be loosed. After Christ’s ascen- 
sion, the leaders of the church came 
together in Jerusalem in response to this 
order: of their Lord and discussed the 
relationship of the ordinances of the 
Jewish law to the life of liberty of the 
believers under the new covenant. James, 
the presiding officer (it is interesting 
to note that Peter spoke but did not 
preside) set forth the divine purpose in 
a remarkable sentence: “Simon hath 
declared unto you how God at the first 
did visit the Gentiles to take out of 
them a people for His name” (Acts 
15:14). The people that is being taken 
out of the rebellious, unregenerate 
world is the true Church. It is one true 
flock, though in many folds, or even 
outside of any fold. Mark well that 
Christ announced that He had other 
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sheep of His one flock that were not 
in the Jewish fold, and that there would 
be one flock—the revised versions are 
correct—and one Shepherd (John 10:16). 
The Lord is not dealing primarily with 
the world today; He is in the process of 
calling out His flock. The world which 
has long abandoned God has been aban- 
doned by Him (Rom. 1:24, 26, 28), and 
His one concern during this age is the 
out-calling and care of His flock of be- 
lievers. 

Now that we have identified the two 
bodies of individuals in the earth, the 
Church and the world, let us turn to 
the time element in the problem and 
see the course of the age in which we 
live and the ripening process that de- 
velops within the two bodies. At the 
present time the chosen people of God, 
the true Church, who are taken out of 
the world spiritually, are left in the 
world physically, and are so thoroughly 
mingled with the unsaved world that 
only God can tell which individual be- 
longs to which group. The parables of 
the thirteenth chapter of Matthew set 


forth the two-fold movement in the - 


earth in a remarkable way. Whether we 
stand with Christ and look at the inter- 
pretation of the parables as lying in the 
future, as an outline of history written 
in advance, or whether we plunge into 
present history and go back through the 
years to what He announced in that 
day, the result is the same. The parables 
are a pageant of the unfolding of the 
history in the two peoples that inhabit 
this earth, namely, the Church and the 
world. 

In the first of these parables, we are 
told that this age was to be a seed-sow- 
ing age. There would be a company of 
men who would proclaim the divine 
truth with results that would vary 
sharply, depending on whether or not 
the message was mixed with faith in the 
hearts of those who heard it (Heb. 4:2); 
depending upon whether they received 
it as the word of men, or, as it is in 
truth, the Word of God (I Thess. 2:13). 
Some of the seed, the Lord said, would 
fall on hard ground, and the devil’s 
birds would snatch it away. Some would 
fall on thorny ground, and the cares of 
this world and the deceitfulness of rich- 
es would choke it as it grew. Some 
would fall on stony ground and would 
be burned out because of the shallow- 
ness of its rooting. This would happen, 
the Lord said, when persecution would 
arise “because of the Word.” It is inter- 
esting to note that the real divisions 
within Christianity today may all be 
traced to a different attitude toward the 
Bible. Whether it is Rome that puts 
tradition and ecclesiastical authority 
above the Bible, or whether it is a lib- 
eral Protestantism that puts the human 
critical faculties above the Bible, it is 
always the inspired Book that is the 
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touchstone of truth. But some seed, and 
only some, would fall on good ground 
and would grow to maturity, producing 
a hundred fold, sixty fold and thirty 
fold. This is the Lord’s own teaching 
and the Lord’s own interpretation. 

In the second parable, the Lord an- 
nounced that in the midst of His own 
planting of wheat, the enemy would 
come with a planting of imitation 
wheat. This would grow in such a 
mingling confusion that no man could 
tell the true from the false. Moreover, 
He commanded His  disciples—and 
through them His followers in all the 
centuries since—not to attempt any sep- 
aration during this present age. Any 
such attempt to winnow the true wheat 
from the imitation wheat during this 
present age would only endanger some 
of His true wheat, some of which evi- 
dently looks so much like the Devil's 
planting that even spiritual men are un- 
able to tell them apart. The disciples 
were to go on sowing the seed. They 
were not to be concerned about the 
mingling of the true with the false. The 
harvest would come in the end of the 
age; the Lord Himself would send the 
angels as reapers; and they would in- 
fallibly separate the wheat from the 
tares, taking the former into the house 
of the Lord and carrying the latter to 
destruction (Matt. 13:36-43). This, too, 
is the Lord’s own teaching and the 
Lord’s own interpretation. 

There are further parables, however, 
which He did not Himself interpret, 
and which we shall consider later in an- 
other setting. But these two parables 
are the ones which He Himself inter- 
preted. We must conclude, therefore, 
that the centuries of the Christian era 
were foreseen by Christ as an age dur- 
ing which there would be the constant 
and wide-spread preaching of the truth 
of the Gospel; during which only a part 
of the preaching would produce fruit, 


not because of any failure in the seed, . 


but because of the nature of the soil 
into which it fell; and during which the 
true wheat and Satan’s imitation plant- 
ing would grow side by side in mingled 
confusion that only the angels of God 
could sort out in the divine harvest. 
Further evidence on the same line 
comes from our Lord’s description of 
the inhabitants of the earth at the 
time of His own return. Were the 
truth other than it is, how easily the 
Lord could have found examples to de- 
scribe a situation of love, light, and 
brotherhood. If such characteristics were 
to have come to dominate the hearts of 
all men, He certainly would have said 
so. He could have said, for example, 
“As it was in the days of Enoch so shall 
it be when the Son of Man cometh; 
everyone will be walking with God.” 
But He chose no such event for His 
comparison. With the whole of the Old 
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Testament lying before Him, He chose 
the incidents that set forth the deepest 
iniquity and rebellion of man as the 
description of the state most like that 
which shall again prevail upon the earth 
at the end of this present age. “As the 
days of Noah were, so shall also the 
coming of the Son of Man be. For as in 
the days that were before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered into the ark, and knew 
not until the flood came, and took them 
all away; so shall also the coming of the 
Son of Man be” (Matt. 24:37-39). And 
again, “Likewise also as it was in the 
days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, 
they bought, they sold, they planted, 
they builded; but the same day that Lot 
went out of Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from Heaven, and destroyed 
them all. Even thus shall it be in the 
day when the Son of Man is revealed” 
(Luke 17:28-30). And again, in describ- 
ing the spiritual condition of the earth 
at the time of His return, the Lord Je- 
sus Christ did not ask if there would be 
doubt on earth at His coming. On the 
contrary, we read, “When the Son of 
man cometh, shall He find faith on the 
earth?” (Luke 18:8). 

To sum up, then, we find that the 
Bible teaches that the world hates 
Christ, is embraced by Satan, and is at 
enmity with the true people of God. 
God sees the course of this age, that it 
is evil; and, far from doing anything 
about it, God has definitely abandoned 
the race to its rush towards judgment. 
That judgment will surely come, and it 
will be at a time when there is a mix- 
tvre of good and evil, which God shall 
separate by supernatural means through 
the personal intervention of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and His angels. God is at 
work today choosing individuals out of 
the wreck before He plunges the whole 
mass into the terrible judgments that 
are comparable only to the destruction 
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of Sodom by fire and brimstone and the 
destruction of the earth by the flood. 


Naturally, Satan hates this picture, , 


which shows so definitely his own im- 
potence and reveals the failure of all 
his efforts to organize the kosmos into 
a kingdom which shall own his rule. 
He remembers the bitterness of that per- 
iod when the physical universe lay 
wrecked and ruined, with darkness cov- 
ering the face of the deep, and where 
he was totally powerless to do anything 
about it. He remembers the blinding 
moment when the judgment of chaos 
on the material creation was revealed 
to all the universe, when God took 
away the blanket of darkness with His 
fiat, “Let there be light” (Gen. 1:4). He 
does not like to make a comparison of 
that long past era of darkness, when his 
impotence was suddenly revealed, with 
the present darkness and its promise of 
another catastrophic moment when 
Christ shall come from Heaven and ex- 
pose all with the brightness of His com- 
ing. He would like to think that what 
he was unable to do with inert matter 
he might be able to do with the wills of 
men. But his frustration is just as great 
today as it was in the past, and his fail- 
ure to succeed is as clearly written in 
the prophecies of the Word of God as 
his failure in the past is written in its 
pages of history. The world of men is 
without form and void, and darkness 
covers the face of their hearts. And Sa- 
tan cries, “Let there be organization!” 
And there is chaos. He calls out, “Let 
there be United Nations!” And there 
are vetoes and wars. He raises the pitch 
of his voice, “Let there be peace of 
mind!” And there are more psychiatric 
cases. He commands, “Let there be 
brotherhood!” And there are race riots. 
In the provinces of earth that have been 
almost totally his own, he is unable to 
produce a civilization in which the chil- 
dren can grow up to be lost. The best he 
can do in China and India sees eight out 
of ten babies die before they are five, and 
thus go to God. His demands become 
ravings, and will become increasingly so 
as the age draws to its close. 

But God, the Holy Spirit, says to some 
hearts, “Let there be light!” And the 
command of God is instantly fulfilled. 
Thus the entrance of His word gives 
light (Ps. 119:130). Those to whom He 
speaks are immediately delivered from 
the power of darkness, and are trans- 
lated into the kingdom of His dear Son 
(Col. 1:13). 

In spite of the clear teaching of the 
Word of God, the evil one—malignant 
being that he is—goes on his desperate, 
his hopeless way. The twenty centuries 
since the cross of Christ are marked 
with his constant efforts to organize hu- 
manity into one great kingdom and are 
strewn with his failures. 


(To BE ConrTINuED) 





THE WORSHIP OF MARY 
(Continued from page 23) 


Spirit, said nothing of the kind. What 
David wrote was this: “Give the King 
Thy judgments, O God, and Thy right- 
eousness unto the King’s Son” (Ps. 72: 
1 A. V.; Ps. 71:1 Douay). 

Ernest, Archbishop of Prague, is 
quoted to remark “that the Eternal Fa- 
ther gave the office of Judge and Aven- 
ger to the Son, and that of showing 
mercy and relieving the necessitous to 
the Mother.” To substantiate the above 
the Scriptures are once more twisted so 
that a clear prophecy of Christ, so quot- 
ed and applied to Christ in the New 
Testament (Heb. 1:9), is applied to 
Mary. “God (so to speak) consecrated 
Mary Queen of Mercy anointing her 
with the oil of gladness: God hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness” 
(Ps. 44:8). 

It is little wonder that Roman Catho- 
lics prefer to pray to Mary when they 
are taught that it is so much easier to 
receive answers from her gracious and 
loving person than from the more aus- 
tere and legal-minded Lord Jesus Christ, 
as the following lines declare: 

We often obtain more promptly 
what we ask by calling on the name 
of Mary than by invoking that of 
Jesus. Her Son is lord and judge of 
all, and discerns the merits of each 
one; and therefore if he does not im- 
mediately grant the prayers of all, he 
is just. When, however, the Mother's 
name is invoked, though the merits 
of the suppliant are not such as to 
deserve that his prayer should be 
granted, those of the Mother supply 
that he may receive. 

It is certainly not too severe to say 
that the above paragraph simply makes 
a caricature of our Lord Jesus Christ, as 
though He were the embodiment of 
the law in all its rigidity and Mary 
were the embodiment of grace. But the 
Scriptures say, “The law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Je- 
sus Christ” (John 1:17). Let it be noted 
also in the above paragraph that the 
suppliant receives mercy not by virtue 
of the merits of Christ, but by virtue of 
the merits of His Mother. 

When Catholics deny that they wor- 
ship Mary, they are either deceiving 
themselves or they are hesitating to ad- 
mit what they know to be true. We 
have found at least one Catholic writer 
who acknowledges that they worship 
Mary. It is St. Alphonsus de Liguori 
from whose book we have been quot- 
ing, who writes: “The holy Church 
carefully teaches us . . . we should un- 
ceasingly have recourse to this loving 
protectress; and for this purpose com- 
mands a worship peculiar to Mary” 
(Italics mine). 

(To Be Continvep) 
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SAVIOUR IN HIS THRONE 
(Continued from page 21) 


doing to her, no matter what happened, 
he was to be true to the living God and 
the Saviour Jesus Christ. The little pas- 
tor, like many others, died before he 
was released from the treatment they 
gave him. 

The “Brainwashing of John Hayes” is 
the story—told in a recent issue of 
Readers’ Digest magazine—of a Presby- 
terian missionary, sixty-three years old, 
the son of a former missionary to China 
who was much loved and respected 
throughout China, one who was listened 
to with respect even by the Empress of 
China in the generation before. The 
Rev. John Hayes was arrested by the 
Communist regime in China, in order to 
make an example of this outstanding 
person before all the people. He was ar- 
rested and made to march—in shame, his 
captors thought—through the streets of 
the city as he was arrested and hand- 
cuffed. John Hayes trusted the Lord 
and walked erect and smiling through 
the streets, and the people bowed in re- 
spect as they saw him. Having made 
their first mistake, his captors took him 
by an obscure and round-about route 
the rest of the way to jail. Then began 
forty days of tortuous brainwashing: he 
was compelled to sit hour after hour 
after hour before panels of judges who, 
shouting, accused him of being a “spy of 
imperialist America.” When he answered 
for himself, they shouted him down with, 
“Shut up, imperialist spy!” They ac- 
cused him of working for the American 
FBI. Was not he a Presbyterian, and was 
not J. Edgar Hoover, head of the FBI, a 
trustee of the National Presbyterian 
Church of Washington, D. C.? Hayes 
smiled at the ludicrous accusation, be- 
gan to explain, and again was shouted 
down. The time came when he could 
no longer stand the hours of question- 
ing, accusations, haranguing, when he 
was about to break, when his body was 
bent with fatigue and his mind no longer 
wanted to resist. Then, they offered a 
gentle release. “Only work for us,” in- 
vited the Communists. With little 
strength left, John Hayes prayed to 
God that night, and that night God 
put new strength into his mind and 
heart and body. Later he stood before 
his judges and in perfect Chinese—in- 
deed speaking more perfectly in their 
own langauge than could they them- 
selves—spoke of his true and sincere pur- 
poses as a Christian missionary and his 
true desires for the good of China. 
Eventually, when he thought he was to 
be shot, he was released! 

Truly, we need to realize that Jesus 
Christ is on the right hand of majesty, 
on high and the only one whom we can 
truly worship and bow tol 

Not only is this God’s command, for 
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He is a jealous God, but it is important 
for life. Recently a new code of conduct 
of tremendous significance was presented 
to America, a code aimed at our keep- 
ing faith with God and our country no 
matter what might happen to us in time 
of war. 

Beloved, it is when a man worships 
Christ as his King, trusts Christ as King, 
is really true to Christ, that he can stand 
sufferings, persecutions, and brainwash- 
ings! Christians have been bearing such 
things down through the generations! 
Jesus Christ today is on the right hand 
of God and the One Whom we worship 
and adore! The One and Only God 
before whom we bow! May the Lord 
give each of us mighty faith and love 
and conviction in days of peace so that 
when days of emergency come we will 
be true to Him! 


We Pray to Christ 


Further, we pray to Christ and 
through the name and person of our 
Lord Jesus Christ because He is at the 
right hand of God. Christ is the only 
Mediator that we have between us and 
God. In I Timothy 2:5 we read, “There 
is one God and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man, Christ Jesus.” 
When I think of Christ our Savior on 
His throne, seated at the right hand of 
God, I do not think of Him as idly sit- 
ting there, hardly moving, scarcely turn- 
ing his head, dressed in robes of gold, 
accepting the worship of angels, and 
kindly inclining his divine head to the 
heavenly beings from time to time! 
Nothing of that! Rather I think of 
heaven as a kind of gigantic hub of a 
gigantic telephese system. The phone 
calls coming in from Christians, millions 
of them, all over the earth, in many 
languages, and there at that hub—a 
Hard-Working, Powerful, Mighty Being, 
the Son of God, interceding for us, get- 
ting answers for our prayers, indeed 
sending the answers, sending help, work- 
ing out the need, giving His answer of 
wisdom—in a busy life such as we can 
hardly conceive of here on earth! 

I think of heaven and the Son of God 
there on the right hand of God answer- 
ing prayers as the hub of a gigantic 
fire alarm system, where the calls are 
coming hourly from Christian believers 
by the millions as the children of God 
are in need; and the calls come, and the 
mighty help is dispatched from some 
“fire station.” So the Lord Jesus Christ 
dispatches the help of God from sources 
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we are not even aware of! “It is Christ 
Jesus who died, yes, who was raised from 
the dead, who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed intercedes for us!” 
(Romans 8:34). That is why we pray to 
Him and through Him. 


We Trust in Christ 


Further, because Christ is there at the 
right hand of God, we trust Him. 
Unlike certain thrones of this earth 
with little power today, the throne of 
Christ is occupied, and Jesus Christ, on 
the right hand of God, does have power 
today! The amazing thing is that He is 
concerned about us and about using that 
power for the children of men who 
come to Him in faith, trusting Him for 
His own glorious purposes. In every one 
of the gospel records of the words of 
our Lord Jesus telling us that from now 
on He is seated at the right hand of 
God, it is the word “power” that is used, 
and not just simply “God.” Christ is 
seated at the right hand of the “Power 
of God.” 

Why did Jesus say that? Why did He 
not just say that He would be on God's 
right hand? Christ said this for a pur- 
pose. He wants us to know that we can 
trust Him. That we can have confidence 
in Him right now. We have not a dead 
Saviour, not one who was crucified and 
so took our sins and died for them and 
remained dead and is therefore out of 
the world’s picture today! .That is not 
true! I say to you that Jesus Christ, at 
the right hand of the Power of God, is 
at the center of this world’s picture and 
activity today! And that is why we trust 
Him and have confidence in Him from 
day to day. 

Recently we have had a series of pic- 
nics in the mountains with the various 
groups of officers of our church—with 
the elders and their wives, with the 
tleacons and their wives, with the trustees 
and their wives, and then with the 
teachers and officers of the Sunday 
School. As we gathered around the camp 
fire in the midst of the darkness all 
around with the stars sparkling down 
from clear Colorado skies, the cold night 
mountain air making us draw closer to 
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the crackling fire whose blue smoke 
curled upwards to be lost in the midst 
of the pines and spruces and evergreens, 
there came forth amazing testimonies 
of the Saviour—of how the Lord Jesus 
Christ helped in a great time of need. 
Sometimes a home was provided for 
a dear believer who was shelterless; or 
there was a sickness in which the Lord 
healed; a financial need in which the 
Saviour saw them through; or some of 
them told how they were saved and came 
to trust the Lord Jesus Christ and had 
their sins forgiven; or a young man 
praised God for a consecrated Christian 
wife. Ah, my friend, this is why we trust 
Him, because He is a Saviour of power, 
and is there at the right hand of Power 
to help each in His need. 


We Hope and Work in Him 


Briefly, let me add two closing things 
about Christ at- the right hand of God. 
This is the reason why we hope in Him. 
Jesus said. “You will see the Son of man 
sitting at the right hand of Power, and 
coming with the clouds of heaven.” We 
have a great hope in Jesus Christ: He is 
coming again to this earth! He has a 
definite program: He came to this earth 
to suffer and to bear the sins of the 
world; He is King right now at.the right 
hand of God; and He is coming again. 
We have great problems in this world 
today. We work on them; we pray about 
them; we look to Him in confidence and 
trust for helping about them. And that 
is what He wants us to do! He is train- 
ing us through these things to be ready 
for the Kingdom of God for someday He 
is coming again! That does not make us 
draw back from the tasks that are be- 
fore us—He has committed those to us 
for now! But in the midst of the trials, 
the troubles, the almost insurmountable 
tensions that envelop us, the victories 
that we have in part when we want 
them in whole—here is this terrific hope: 
that the King on His throne now is 
coming again to this old world, and He 
will straighten it all out, and we will be 
able to lay everything at His feet! 

Until then we have work to do. This 
is the last reason why He is there at the 





right hand of God. He did not stay here 
on this earth to do the whole thing 
Himself in preparing for His Kingdom. 
He has given Christian believers a place 
of being co-workers with Him in the 
Kingdom of God. “When Christ had 


offered for all time a single sacrifice for 


sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
God, then to wait until his enemies 
should be made a stool for his feet.” 

I do not know whether you realize, 
beloved child of God, the terrific place 
that you and I have been given in God’s 
great plan! Too often we think that we 
are small and insignificant in the eyes 
of God, not much to be considered. 
Jesus Christ went away into heaven, be- 
cause He wanted to leave a responsibili- 
ity for you and for me—a responsibility 
of bringing the enemies of God to His 
feet. Christ says—“Oh man, what are 
you sitting down for? What are you do- 
ing in that rocking chair? Look out over 
the world. See there the enemies of God! 
Go and bring them to the feet of Jesus 
Christ in faith.” How are we going to 
do that? Not by laying their dead bodies 
at His feet, to be sure! Judgment is 
God’s. Our part is to bring them to 
know by every means at our command 
that God loves them and has sent His 
Son to save them from sin, and bring 
them in humble repentance to the Sav- 
iour “until every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord!” This is our work! 

I have said this to you as Christian 
believers. If you are an unbeliever, I 
present this truth that Jesus Christ is 
at the right hand of God! This is im- 
portant for your soul to realize! May it 
be that today you will realize His great~ 
ness, and humbly repent of your sin 
and come and kneel before Him in 
faith, trusting Him as your Saviour and 
Lord! Oh my friend, give heed to this! 
Jesus Christ stood before a group of 
men who were judging Him, and they 
lost out eternally! It was to them that 
Jesus said: “From now on the Son of 
man shall be seated at the right hand 
of the power of God.” Those men re- 
jected Christ and those men were lost! 
He has risen from the dead and is as- 
cended and is right now triumphant at 
the right hand of God. I urge you to 
consider this so that you too will not 
lose out, but will humbly kneel before 
the Saviour saying, “God, be merciful to 
me a sinner, Jesus, my Lord and my 
God!” ENpD 
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EDITORIALS 
(Continued from page 13) 


The chain letter is the usual type of 
thing—good luck if you pass it on, bad 
luck if you break the chain. The evil 
of this particular letter is that it is a 
“good luck prayer’ built around a 
verse in the book of Proverbs. 

A Christian of course should have 
nothing to do with such things. For us 
there is no such thing as luck. Luck is 
an Anglo-Saxon word that is parallel to 
the Latin “fortuna” which has given us 
the idea of good fortune. Over the 
radio comes a song, sung by a gambler 
as he throws the dice, “luck, be a lady 
tonight.” 

The life of the Christian is planned 
by God. All the things that happen to 
us work together for good because our 
God is the ordaining providence who 
sends life to us in just the measure that 
He knows best for our growth. Thus it 
is that we can say, “We know that all 
things work together for good, to them 
that love the Lord, to them that are 
called according to His purpose” (Ro- 
mans 8:28). 

It is in this same connection that Paul 
says that neither “height” nor “depth” 
can separate us from the love of God 
which is Christ Jesus (Romans 8:38, 
39). The Greek words that are used for 
height and depth are most interesting. 
It has been determined that they were 
the common words used by the astro- 
logers for the point directly overhead 
and the points of the horizon. These 
were the two points that were used in 
casting the horoscope. Power from the 
stars was supposed to flow out (thus 
our word from the Latin—influence). 

It might be possible to translate Pro- 
verbs 16:33 “Man throws the dice, but 
God makes the spots come up.” Most 
certainly that is the meaning of the 
Hebrew in the passage. When we rea- 
lize how completely our affairs are in 
the hand of the Lord, there will be no 
further worry but only trust. We can sit 
at table thirteen with thirteen people, 
can spill salt and break a mirror, walk 
under a ladder and have a black cat 
cross our path, raise an umbrella inside 
the house, and all will still be well with 
us. And when chain letters come to us 
we will toss them into the waste basket 
with a prayer of pity for the poor dupe 
who sent it. 
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PEACE OF MAN 
(Continued from page 11) 


IV 


Surely God loves man, His handiwork, 
His own image and likeness, and re- 
spects and guarantees his reason and 
his peace. Surely He “will have all men 
to be saved, and to come unto the know- 
ledge of the truth” (I Tim. 2:4). Surely 
therefore there must be some connection 
between His peace and the peace of man. 

Man in his peace is groping for the 
peace of God. ‘The peace of man, there- 
fore, is itself only an image, a figure of 
the peace of God. Our schooling in the 
peace of the world is in the last analysis 
only to make us long more ardently for 
the peace above—the secure peace, the 
real and lasting peace where there is no 
shadow of death, the peace where God 
shall “be all in all” and we shall see 
Him “face to face,” the peace where we 
shall know even as we are known (I 
Cor. 13:12). 

The peace of man is necessary, but 
how can it satisfy when we know it will 
not last? It is only the lasting, the eter- 
nal, that we really want. 

We obtain a foretaste of this super- 
natural peace even in this natural life, 
the Holy Ghost quickening our souls. 
That is why our faith is based upon 
knowledge and experience, and that is 
why, since this knowledge is only “in 
part,” we live by faith. Our clear duty, 
therefore, is, while we live, both to 
deepen, as much as possible, this fore- 
taste, by obedience, by understanding, 
by forgiveness, by fellowship, by prayer, 
by contemplation, and to wait in pat- 
ience and hope—a sure and certain hope, 
for God does not lie—for the full revela- 
tion of that day. And this is a fundamen- 
tal law of the spirit, that the more we de- 
sire and long for that peace, the more 
we obtain—the Holy Ghost willing—a 
foretaste of it, and the more we are 
established in our faith. 


The world of faith is so different from 
the world of human care and excitement. 
In the moment of fellowship when the 
love of God is the only reality, when we 
seem to be in the presence of angels, 
when there is absolute trust among those 
who have entered together that moment, 
when we honestly do not want to have 
anything that the others do not have, 
when the inner peace and joy is so over- 
flowing that it cannot be communicated; 
in the moment of contemplation when 
our heart burns within us because God 
is so near, so sure; in the state of grace 
when we cannot lie or dissemble, when 
there is only peace and freedom and 
power, when we are almost blinded be- 
cause of the light that has suddenly 
shone in us, when we know we are for- 
given, when there is no limit to what 
we can do or love or see or suffer; in 
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these moments of the action of the Holy 
Ghost upon us, we experience the peace 
of God which passeth all understanding, 
we know the peace which Christ has 
left with us, and we understand per- 
fectly how the Holy Ghost teaches us 
“all. things” and surely guides us “into 
all truth.” 

I know the kind of certainty that ob- 
tains in mathematics, in the sciences, in 
philosophy, in whatever there is of 
reality in. international and _ intercul- 
tural relations, and in pure friendship; 
but the certainty and reassurance which 
the Holy Ghost infuses into the soul 
when, acknowledging on its knees its 
sins and sincerely repenting itself of 
them, it pores over the mysteries of the 
Bible, even the most difficult of them, 
far surpasses any of these other certain- 
ties. To the soul that has suffered and 
prayed, that has taken its “journey into 
a far country” and then returned home, 
that has known and seen something of 
the glory of God, to such a soul all 
human relations stand constantly trans- 
figured under the judgment of the liv- 
ing God. And when it plunges into the 
world of faith, whether in the Bible, or 
in the Sacraments and Liturgy or in the 
concrete tasks and challenges which face 
us all today as Christians and as a 
Church, it receives from on high an 
assurance and an illumination beyond 
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anything it knows. From the world of 
men we can have no inkling of the world 
of faith: it is “wholly other.” But from 
the world of faith, which is absolute 
activity and vision and creation, we can 
easily see the world of men exactly as it 
is—groping blindly in the dark with its 
light and secret outside itself. And then 
for the first time we know what the 
compassion of God really means. 
Vv 

There is a vast area of common con- 
cern between the Christian and _ his 
brethren of other faiths, in matters 
civil, social, intellectual, and even spirit- 
ual. The Christian who lives to himself 
—which, of course, is a contradiction in 
terms—may offend, but he who throws 
himself wholeheartedly onto this realm 
of common concern, even to the extent 
of risking life and limb in the service 
of his fellow men and in the defense 
and promotion of all that is true, just, 
high, and noble, of all that belongs to 


40 





the common and national good, com- 
mands the highest esteem. It is of the 
essence of Christian faith to love, under- 
stand, and serve all positive being, how- 
ever it manifests itself, for, as Augustine 
taught, being and the good, properly 
understood, are convertible. 

However, in serving the world we 
must never lose ourselves in it. We must 
keep our secret, which is our faith, ab- 
solutely inviolate. We ought not be over- 
anxious about the world; for we will 
will serve the cause of peace best if we 
serve the peace of God first. 

Know that without the Holy. Ghost 
in the Church we can do nothing; there- 
fore always we must seek the active fel- 
lowship and original unity of the 
Church. We ought to follow in the foot- 
steps of the Apostles, the Fathers, the 
Saints. Nothing is safer, nothing is more 
straightening or more strengthening 
than to live daily in communion with 
this “great cloud of witnesses” with 
which we “are compassed about.” The 
richest deposit of experience, of vision, 
of victory, is ours for the having. And 
the Christian who does not steep him- 
self in this tremendous heritage of the 
Apostles and Saints is hardly worthy of 
the name. 

We must never be ashamed of the 
name of Jesus Christ or of His gospel, 
“for it is the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth.” It is 
the only new thing in the world: all 
else is as old as the hills, even the latest 
vaccine and the latest model of the 
bomb. Only the eternal, only that which 
is “the same yesterday, and today, and 
forever,” is really new. Aim therefore 
always at that which is at once eternal, 
universal, personal and concrete. 

We must live in the knowledge that 
“the night is far spent, the day is at 
hand;” live in the assurance that “he 
that endureth to the end shall be 
saved.” END 








TOMORROW 
(Continued from page 9) 


European organization and defense to- 
day. Her empire, like that of Britain, 
has largely shrunk, but the political 
movements of that empire act and react 
on all the peoples of the world. Today 
the question comes up again and again 
as to whether France has the capacity to 
live up to her high position. In spite of 
the fact that we are in the last half of 
the twentieth century, there seemed to 
be many forces in France that wanted 
to lead the nation towards the nine- 
teenth century. France seemed unaware 
that the age of colonialism had ended. 
Her delegates also walked out of the 
United Nations conference when it was 
voted to discuss the liberties of the 
peoples of North Africa. The next few 
years will probably see France so reduced 
that she can no longer be considered as 
one of the major powers, but will have 
to consider herself on a par with Spain 
and Italy. 

Beside these varied crises throughout 
the world, there is, of course, the con- 
tinuing major crisis of Communism. 
The leopard has not changed its spots. 
The goal of Russia is exactly that which 
it has been from the beginning of Marx- 
ism. The progress of Russia towards her 
goal is much more rapid than many 
people in this country imagine. What 
she needs is time, and she has been 
more clever in buying time than any 
other nation or group of nations has 
been in opposing her forward march. 


The whole world grasped at “the 
Geneva spirit” as a drowning man 
clutches at a straw. Within a few 
months, however, the meeting of the 
foreign ministers at Geneva pricked the 
bubble of the conference “at the sum- 
mit” and the reality of Russian strength 
and determination was visible to all. It 
is a tragedy that American journalism 
often turns an announcement of peace 
into a preface for a millenium, so that 
when the truth is seen, hopes are dashed. 
They are, at present, more realistic in 
Europe. In October, before the minis- 
ters’ conference at Geneva that ended 
so dishearteningly, the course of the 
meeting was prophesied in a broadcast 
in Britain. Sir Stephen King-Hall, one 
of Britain’s leading commentators (and 
a Christian, by the way), said, “The 
Russians, who are in the immensely 
strong position that they are in control 
of the missing half of the German body, 
have made it clear that they are in no 
hurry to see Germany united and that 
their minimum condition for agreeing 
to such a Germany would be the dissolu- 
tion of NATO, the withdrawal of Amer- 
ican forces from bases in Europe and 
North Africa, and the replacement of 
all this by a general security pact. In 
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my opinion, a security pact between the 
states of the democratic world and those 
beyond the Iron Curtain would be about 
as useful a protection against war as an 
umbrella made up of spokes without 
covering would be against a hail storm. 
The Russians believe that time is on 
their side, and they may be right. Cer- 
tainly they have not wasted time in get- 
ting on with the promotion of com- 
munist policy in the Middle East since 
the heads of states met at Geneva in 
July.” 

Noting that the British foreign min- 
ister had announced that the question 
of the Middle East would be taken up 
at Geneva, Sir Stephen continued: 
“There seemed to me to be a touch of 
pathos in this. I had a mental picture of 
the British and Americans saying to the 
Russians: ‘Play the game, chaps,’ and 
the Russians replying, “We play chess, 
not cricket or baseball.’ An eminent man 
in British public life said to me on 
Saturday, ‘When you talk on Monday, 
tell your listeners that every Russian 
leader of note is an expert chess player. 
It is significant.’” This British com- 
mentator then stated that the Geneva 
meeting was out of date before it op- 
ened. Very few sections of the Amer- 
ican press and radio gave such warning 
to our people. ; 

The reason that the Russians can 
afford to be so brutal in their diplomacy 
is that they know we will not start a 
preventive war against them, and they 
know that the economic gap between 
them and the West is swiftly narrowing. 

One of the most important facts of 
1955 is that the West is losing the eco- 
nomic race with Communism. To those 
who have been accustomed to reading 
about the tremendous advance of Amer- 
ican industry, together with production 
statistics of Russia, the news will come 
with almost a shock. For we are too 
prone to think of our present produc- 
tion rates, to compare them with those 
of Russia and to think that we are far, 
far ahead in the economic race. The 
true picture is that the gap is closing 
every year, every month, and every day. 

This has been succinctly set forth 
by Peter Wiles, lecturer in economics 
at Oxford University, and a member of 
the British group which attended the 
Moscow Economic Conference in 1952. 
In September of this last year Professor 
Wiles read a paper at the Congress of 
Cultural Freedom in Milan in which 
he set forth the statistical fact that at 
present rates of growth Russia can equal 
the United States in production within 
industry (not agriculture) in twenty- 
three years. The United States is un- 
doubtedly producing millions of tons of 
steel, but most of this is going into the 
luxury, unknown in Russia, of millions 
of motor cars burning up gas on the 
roads of our nation. Russia’s output 
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going into the steady advancement of 
building new factories which primarily 
are geared to war potential. Russia, for 
example, has more submarines than all 
the other navies of the world combined. 


Mr. Wiles does not compare economic 
systems by the justice or injustice with 
which they distribute wealth among in- 
dividuals and classes; by their adaptabil- 
ity to consumer demand or their eco- 
nomic ‘rationality;’ or by the political 
and social relationships to which they 
give rise. His down-to-earth criterion, 
which he admits is coarser, more ma- 
terialistic and much less sophisticated 
is: how much does each economic sys- 
tem produce per head? He writes: “‘Per- 
haps the-most important fact in all mod- 
ern economics is that the rate of growth 
of productivity is higher in the Soviet 
Union than in any important free coun- 
try at the period of its maximum devel- 
opment, let alone now. That is, whether 
we take roughly comparable circum- 
stances or the present circumstances, the 
Soviet superiority remains. The best 
performance by a large non-Communist 
economy for a long period together ap- 
pears to be that of Japan: between 1912 
and 1937 she grew by about 3 per cent 
per annum. The Soviet economy grew 
by about 5% per cent per annum be- 
fore the war and by about 7% per cent 
since 1948. For mining and manufac- 
turing alone—and this sector usually out- 
strips all others in any economy—the 
figures are: Japan 7 percent, U. S. S. R. 
12 per cent.” Mr. Wiles concludes, “We 
see that the overwhelming Communist 
superiority in industry alone leads to a 
great overall superiority (in the whole 
national income). The effect of com- 
pound interest is very great over a few 
decades. Thus, growing 3 per cent per 
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annum faster than the United States, the 
U.S.S.R. could catch up from a starting 
point of half the United States national 
income per head in tweuty-three years.” 

Mr. Wiles sets forth eight reasons for 
the tremendous upswing of Soviet in- 
dustry: the planning system itself; the 
very low tax system; the ownership sys- 
tem that treats all industry as one big 
trust; the emasculation of trade unions; 
new techniques become universal as 
trade secrets are forbidden; competition 
is a race.for higher production and not 
a fight to divert profits; the larger pro- 
portional investment of national income 
in growth; the Utopian goal of ‘full 
Communism’ which is still taken seri- 
ously. 

It is important to note that Mr. Wiles 
has a long history of opposition to Com- 
munism. He says of the eight points of 
his thesis: “Experience teaches me that 
this thesis rouses ugly passions and is 
easy to misunderstand. First, it connotes 
no political sympathy with Communism 
whatsoever; merely a certain respect for 
facts. Next, the rates of Soviet growth 
here given are not copied from official 
Soviet data; indeed, they fall far below 
such claims.” He proceeds to establish 
the validity of his figures, pointing out 
that the mass of documents captured by 
the Germans prove that, at least until 
the war, the vast bulk of Soviet pub- 
lished figures corresponded precisely 
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with the figures the planners themselves 
were using. The German documents re- 
veal no falsification or bias in the sta- 
tistics not already brought to public 
notice by complaints in official Soviet 
technical journals. 

He continues: “The precise measure 
of the efficiency of the Soviet industrial 
system in that early period was its 
capacity to expand the number of fac- 


tories and mobilize the labor force, in a: 


way that no other backward country has 
found possible. Now that the surplus 
hands are absorbed, we perceive that 
their longer training and experience, 
combined with the other advantages of 
the system which I have set out, are 
raising production both per man-hour 
and per head of population at a fright- 
ening rate; in a way that no other de- 
veloped country finds possible.” 

He then presents the startling fact 
that consumption of consumer goods is 
growing very fast. “It is no mean 
achievement, however high the starting 
point, to have nearly halved the cost of 
living since 1947, while slightly raising 
wages.” 

It is outside my purpose here to give 
his conclusions as to the means whereby 
the Western world can alter its methods 
so as to meet this great threat of super- 
ior production. The one great fact of 
1955 is that the Soviet leaders have 
turned a bland facé towards the West 
and have lulled many of our leaders to 
sleep, gaining one more year in the 
race. 

Over against Russia stands the United 
States, which has strengthened our po- 
sition against the Marxist power by 
taking both moral and practical steps to 
solidify the non-Communist world. 

The historian of the future will look 
back on the year 1955 as one of great 
sociological ‘change. Fifty years from 
now it may be considered that the agree- 
ment reached between Henry Ford and 
Walter Reuther for a guaranteed an- 
nual wage system was the leading eco- 
nomic fact of the year. The future may 
also consider that the work of Thur- 
good Marshall in lifting the Negro 
from third-class citizenship to a higher 
status was a landmark in our national 
history. The forward development of 
medicine, typified by the successful 
work of Jonas Salk, may have ramifica- 
tions that are far beyond our present 
comprehension. With or without the 
fantastic barriers that were placed in 
the way of the Salk vaccine by inept 
administrators, the advance in such 
antibiotics may well have a dominant 
effect on the population ratio of the 
world. The principle involved in the 
vaccine against polio can be used 
against many. other diseases which are 
endemic in the great population areas 
which have heretofore been decimated 
by these recurring plagues, and the pop- 


ulation balance of the world may place 
the white races in an even smaller 
minority than they are at present, thus 
raising the great tensions in Asia and 
Africa still higher than they are now. 

The moral decision of the year was 
made by Princess Margaret, who chose 
faith and duty above self-will. The 
snarling hatred of Christ that exists in 
many places was exhibited by the edi- 
tors and commentators who lashed out 
against the Church because of her de- 
cision. There were many compliments 
about her loyalty to a sense of duty, but 
few took’ the ground that there was a 
definite command of God and that she 
had chosen to obey it. 

I am in a dilemma about the choice 
of the event of the year. In my opinion 
it lies between the conference at Ban- 
dung and the Renaissance of the Ger- 
man Army. At Bandung, on the island 
of Java, a conference of diplomats that 
may have been much more important 
than any meeting at Geneva, united the 
representatives of the Asian and African 
continents in a meeting that included 
no delegates from Europe or America. 
The conference was one of the younger 
nations, if we may use such a term, for 
one can hardly describe in this fashion 
such nations as China, India, Egypt, 
Syria or Ethiopia. Their flags could 
probably not be identified by Western 
people, but there they were, with Cey- 
lon, Pakistan, Burma and Indonesia, the 
Arabian countries, the Sudan, the Gold 
Coast—twenty-nine nations in all. The 
remarkable thing about this conference 
was that well over half the nations rep- 
resented—with well over half the popu- 
lation of the world—had achieved their 
independence only since the war. Make 
no mistake about it: the nations repre- 
sented here will meet in further confer- 
ences, will meet without us, and will 
make the decisions that will increasingly 
affect the world. One of the chief bonds 
between. these nations was the resentful 
memory of the time they had spent un- 
der the control of the white race. There 
was surprisingly little of their resent- 
ment expressed, but the fact that they 
had, most of them, passed through such 
similar experiences on their way to in- 
dependence, gave them a sense of sol- 
idarity and comradeship, the importance 
of which cannot be exaggerated. These 
twenty-nine nations do not have an ad- 
vanced mechanized civilization, and 
they do not have atomic power, but 
they have vast resources of raw mater- 
ials, and they have more than half the 
population of the world. They will 
make changes. 

We do not choose the man of the 
year from Bandung. Nehru was too 
vacillating. Chou-en-lai was thwarted by 
the votes of the small countries that 
had so recently been under the domina- 
tion of white powers. The prime min- 


. ETERNITY 





+4 

















ister of Ceylon spoke the sharpest words 
against Communism but took no fur- 
ther place of leadership that would 
make him man of the year. 

The American nation, strongest force 
in the world against the powers of evil, 
had gone blindly along its way, seeking 
a greater and greater prosperity. We 
had a productivity far greater than that 
of any nation in the world, but, with 
the clock of history as late as 1955, we 
were spending far too much of it on 
pleasure cars, household appliances, and 
gadgets of all kind. The money should 
be spent on roads and schools at home, 
the training of technicians by the tens 
of thousands, and the material relief of 
the backward nations where Commun- 
ism has not yet obtained a foothold. It 
was proved towards the end of the year, 
that American aid in India had played 
a very important role, and that there 
were many there, in spite of Nehru, who 
accepted American deeds as more im- 
portant than Russian promises. 

America had a leader better than her 
temper deserved. Eisenhower stood out 
above the average of national thinking 
as he stood out above the statesmen of 
the world. In internal affairs he con- 
sistently put principle above exped- 
iency. His backing of Benson and flex- 
ible price supports was politically dan- 
gerous for himself and his party, but he 
knew that it was the only possible agri- 
cultural good for the country as a whole 
and for the long pull. His curbs on in- 
flation and the resultant stability of the 
dollar formed the basis of the great in- 
dustrial boom we are at present enjoy- 
ing in this country. In foreign affairs it 
was he who took the leadership in the 
movement to organize the nations of the 
west against the military power of Rus- 
sia. In 1955 it was he who dominated 
the conference at Geneva and electri- 
fied the world with the simplicity of 
his offer for peace by mutual inspection. 
With one paragraph he took the initia- 
tive away from Russia and showed the 
world how hollow were the pretences of 
the Soviet. He must have known, even 
while he spoke, that his offer would nev- 
er be accepted, and yet he was able to 
convey to the world the utmost honesty 
of his offer. The effect of the news of 
his illness had repercussions throughout 
the world. Perhaps one of the reasons 
for the heavier tones of Molotov at the 
second Geneva conference was the 
thought that Russia would no longer 
have an Eisenhower to deal with. 

Near the end of the year one of the 
fruits of Eisenhower's policies came to 
ripeness with the creation of the new 
German army. In a garage near Bonn 
101 members of the German armed 
forces received their certificates of ap- 
pointment from the Defense Minister 
Theodor Blank in a ceremony that 
seemed almost studied in its informal- 
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ity. Those who stood before him, some |- 


wearing the new uniforms, but most in 
mufti, were largely the men who have 
been working with Herr Blank for sev- 
eral years. They are the germ from 
which the new Army, Navy and Air 


* Force will grow. Within four years there 


should be half a million of them—half 
a million who could form the cadres 
for the swift training of a much larger 
army. This reappearance of the German 
Army must be considered as one of the 
most important events of the year. 

It is mainly for-his efforts for national 
strengthening, European union, and 
German rearmament that we have cho- 
sen the President as man of the year. It 
would be wonderful if he could run 
again for the presidency during the 
coming year, though in view of his 
health this seems doubtful. Our prayers 
are with him for full recovery and 
guidance. 

It is our opinion that Bible prophecy 
teaches that the races of Bandung will 
be largely allied with Russia at the 
time of the end. We also believe that 
Germany will be with Russia as one of 
her major allies. But we do not believe 
that the Second Coming of Christ, which 
ushers in these alignments, is necessarily 
immediate though we do believe it is 
imminent. The distinction between the 
words is important. The Coming of the 
Lord was imminent nineteen centuries 
ago—nothing had to be fulfilled before 
it could come to pass except the calling 
out of the believers who were to form 
the true body of Christ. That number 
was known only to God. The Coming of 
the Lord was not immediate nineteen 
hundred years ago, or even twenty-five 
years ago. We can not be sure that it is 
immediate today. Therefore every year 
of peace that is won for the free world, 
with its consequent privileges of wit- 
nessing for Christ, must be accepted as 
a major gift of God, and we must take 
every advantage of the days which He 
lends to us before the great cataclysm 
comes upon the world. 

‘We close this survey with the same 
paragraph with which we concluded last 
year’s survey. “There are two great 
Bible words which bring much comfort 
to the believing heart. ‘Hitherto .. .’ 
and ‘Henceforth . . .’ are words which 
cover the Lord’s dealings with His peo- 
ple in the past and the certainty that 
He will be with us in the future. As we 
look back over the troubled months of 
the year that has just come to a close, 
we can say with the prophet of old, 
‘Hitherto the Lord hath helped us.’ As 
we look out into the uncharted future, 
we can know that, though it has not 
been charted by man, it has been chart- 
ed by God. Nothing will happen that is 
outside of His will. He will remain 
what He always has been—unchange- 
able, unsurprised, sovereign.” END 
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A HAPPY YEAR 
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God had one standing by who would 
finish the work of Moses. Israel would 
be taken into the land. God would 
meet the crisis of his people. “And 
Joshua, the son of Nun, was full of the 
spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid 
his hands upon him: and the children 
of Israel hearkened unto him, and did 
as the Lord commanded Moses” (Deut. 
34:9). 

No one knew better than Joshua 
what lay before him as Israel’s new 
leader. Doubtless he realized that he 
man his thoughts: and let him return 
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would be unfavorably compared with 
Moses. He would know the jealousies 
and the hatreds of his people. He 
would also know the Lord. This fact 
would be his strength. “This Book of 
the Law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth; but thou shalt meditate there- 
in, day. and night, that thou mayest ob- 
serve to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then 
thou shalt have good success. Have not 
I commanded thee? Be strong and of 
a good courage; be not afraid, neither 
be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy 
God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest.” (Josh. 1:8, 9). By these words of 
Jehovah, Joshua is given a guide for 
his conduct, a promise for his future, 
and a personal comforter for his present. 
Truly Joshua’s new year looked promis- 
ing, prosperous and successful, with 
God as his guide. 


With the speed of thought we travel 
from the past to the present. Our con- 
cern is not with Israel but with us, the 
children of God in this age of grace. 
We are not interested in Mara and 
Elim, where Israel turned from bitter 
waters to sweet; nor are we interested 
in the wilderness of sin, where Israel, 
having tired of their daily diet in the 
desert, longed for the fleshpots of 
Egypt. For our wilderness journey is 
over. The land of promise has been 
entered, by the blood of our great Josh- 
ua. We need now but to possess our 
possessions. We must conquer our foe 
even as the lesser Joshua conquered his. 
We, too, must conquer through the 
Word. It must be the guide for our con- 
duct, if we are to have the prosperous 
blessing and the personal fellowship of 
our God. What was said to Joshua will 
meet our needs today. 


To the students of the Word of God, 
the power of this Book is well known. 
We know the testimony of David: “Thy 
Word have I hid in mine heart that ‘I 
might not sin against Thee. . . . How 
shall a young man cleanse his ways? By 
taking heed therefore, according to Thy 
Word. . . . Thy Word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my path... . 
My tongue shall speak of Thy Word: 
for all Thy commandments are right- 
eousness. . . . For ever, O Lord, Thy 
Word is settled in heaven.” (Ps. 119.) 
How we rejoice in the testimony of 
Moses: “God is not a man, that He 
should lie: neither the son of man that 
He should repent; hath He said, and 
shall He not do it? or hath He spoken, 
and shall He not make it good?” (Num. 
23:19). And Isaiah, the great prophet of 
the court, the man of culture and schol- 
arship, shows us that to live apart from 
the Word of the Lord is to be headed 
for adversity and failure. “Let the wick- 
ed forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
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unto the Lord, and He will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for He will 
abundantly pardon. For My thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways My ways, saith the Lord. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are My ways higher than your ways, 
and My thoughts than your thoughts.” 
(Isa. 55:7-9). We know these things. 
But how are we to enjoy them? How 
are we to possess our possessions in our 
land of promise? How are we to avail 
ourselves of our privileges in Christ? 
There is a great implication growing 
out of the exhortation before us in the 
words of the Lord to Joshua. “This 
book of the Law shall not depart out 
of thy mouth, and thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night. . . .” Reflection 
is to become a gained art in the Christ- 
ian life. The Holy Scriptures are to be 
the basis of our meditation. They are 
to be in our thoughts constantly. A 
good illustration of this is given by 
Moses himself. In speaking to Israel we 
hear him say: “And these words, which 
I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart; And thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up. And thou shalt 
bind them for a sign upon thine hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between 
thine eyes. And thou shalt write them 
upon the posts of thy house, and on thy 
gates (Deut. 6:6-9). In other words, the 
Word of the Lord was to be the center 
of the family circle, not the comics and 
the soap operas and the ‘whodunnits’ 
which are the center of the American 
family today. But the family of every 
believer must have the Word of God in 
its midst. It should be taught to the 
children. In social fellowship we should 
leave off gossiping and discuss God’s 
dealings with us in the light of His 
Word. When we go to rest at night, and 
sleep is long in coming, well might we 
quote the Word for our comfort, in- 
stead of counting sheep to our distress. 
And in the morning, as we open our 
eyes to greet the new day, our minds 
should be attuned to His as His Word 
comes to our minds and heart. And as 
we work in our offices and shops, on our 
farms and in our cities; between our 
hands and their acts, between our minds 
and their thoughts, should be the sancti- 
fying influence of the Word. The Word 
should “be as frontlets between thine 
eyes.” The pagan peoples surrounding 
Israel were given to the use of charms 
to ward off evil influences. These were 
to be found on many parts of the per- 
son. Israel was strongly warned not to 
be contaminated with this devil wor- 
ship. Their charm to ward off evil was 
to be the Word of the living God. The 
“frontlets” or phylacteries contained 
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portions of the laws. On the hand, an 
between the eyes, Israel was to wea 
the Word. What they saw, and what 
they were about to do, were to bef 
filtered by the law of Jehovah. This|- 


kept them from t :ing diverted to the), #2 


left and to the right—to their burdens) 
and to their doubts and temptations; 
this kept their eyes on the Lord and): 
their feet in His pathway. And there is 
a warning here for us. The frontlets, or, 
phylacteries, which were meant for a/ 
testimony, became only a mere orna4, 
ment. And I wonder if the Word of, 
God, which was to be God's testimony to® 
us that we might live for Him, has bef 
come a mere ornament in our lives. 

And ere we leave this passage from 
Deuteronomy 6, it is well to note that 
the posts of their houses and the gate: 
of their homes were to contain portion: 
of the Law so that every wayfaring mar 
might know what kind of house the 
were approaching. Indeed, if, we mad 
it known where we stood, and if the 
lost knew we were living in the Spiri: 
of the Book, many temptations wit! 
which they now tempt us would no: 
trouble us, for they would know we arc 
none of theirs. We are defeated, we ar 
cast down, we are prone to doubt, w 
lead tragic, carnal lives simply because} 
we allow ourselves to become separated: 
from the Word of our God. We must 
discipline ourselves to meditate upon 
it, to observe what it would have us do, 
and then do it without argument or 
quibbling. 

When we yield our lives to the in- 
struction of the Lord, then we shall be- 
come fruitful, and wherever we go we 
shall be a blessing to others, (Psa. 1: 
1-3), and we shall be able to live in the 
consciousness of a God-blessed life. 
(Jas. 1:20-25). Above all, as we do the 
will of the Father, as revealed in Jesus 
Christ, as recorded in the Word, God's 
love for us will become a living exper- 
ience, not merely a tenet of belief. 

As Joshua took on the responsibilities 
of leading Israel into the promised 
land, there can be no doubt of the fact 
that his heart was filled with dread be- 
cause of the foes he was to encounter. 
He had spied out the land. He knew 
the strength of the enemy, the treachery 
of the foe. He was to know the fellow- 
ship of Jehovah, and the power of His 
might. “Be strong, and of good cour- 
age! Be not afraid! Be not dismayed! 
The Lord thy God is with thee!” What 
ringing words to a downcast heart. Per- 
fect love begins to banish paralyzing 
fear. Joshua starts forward and sees the 
salvation of His God. 

As you enter the coming year, one 
year nearer to our Lord’s return, are 
you filled with dread? Are you so en- 
tangled in your experiences that you 
have become separated from the Lord of 

















your life? Have you been diverted by 
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Africa totters on the brink of 
disaster. The pressures creat- 
ed by hatred, fear and dis- 
trust may boil over at any time. 
But Africa can still be saved 
from disaster IF a way can be found 
to create understanding and toler- 
ance where suspicion and hatred 
now rule. 

The answer lies in the Word of 
God. IF the people of Africa can be 
won to Christ, the disaster which 
threatens can be averted 

The Pocket Testament League is 
now doing a God-appointed job of 
Scripture distribution on a gigantic 
scale in Africa. The number of 
people we can reach and the speed 
with which we can reach them is 
limited by our resources. 

The job can be done in time, IF 
PTL has needed support. 

The IF depends on yo 
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FLORIDA BIBLE CONFERENCE .. . Don’t 
of your vacation! Relax in 
Florida’s sunshine and “explore the Book” at 
the Annual Bible Conference of the Calvary 
Baptist Church (unaffiliated), Bradenton, Flor- 
ida, from January 8 through March 25, featur- 
ing the Lg ag: os speakers: 

Rev. V. D. Geren (Bible Teacher); Dr. J. 
Sidlow Baxter te age English Bible An- 
alyst and Expositor); Dr. Lehman Strauss (Pas- 
tor-Bible Teche). American Board of Mis- 
sions to the Jews, Inc. Week; The 
Twins—Carl and Kenneth (Pastors and Evan- 
gclists); Moody Bible Institute Week, featur- 


drew Telford (Pastor-Analytical Teacher); Dr. 
a ay (Pastor, Editor, Educator); Dr. 
Hammontree and, Rev. Paul Beckwith 
arusical —a 
For further details, write 
Pastor D. E. Luttrell, D.D. 
811 — 31st Street, West, Bradenton, Florida 
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need and welcome sound Bible training. 
Gol 6 es 0 a ee 
oo bg theo trained pastors. 
Wi some group to remem. 
ber thiswok? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 8, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 


Talmage Payne, Director 














im MOODY 
| BIBLE 
\ CONFERENCES 


ee FLORIDA 
| ee ee es x 


HEART-WARMING BIBLE TEACHING 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
LATEST MOODY FILMS 


February 28-March 4 
BOCA RATON BIBLE CONFERENCE 
Between Miami and Palm Beach 


Speakers: Little, Newell and Nordland 


March 4-9 
PARK-OF-THE-PALMS BIBLE CONFERENCE 


Keystone Heights 
Speakers: Cox and Nordland A 
cuHuRC HES eee o 
February 12-15 
Gospel Center, St. Petersburg 
Speaker: Cox 
February 19-24 
Calvary Baptist Church, Bradenton 
Speaker: Cox 
February 19-26 
Bible Presbyterian Church, Lakeland 
Speakers: Little, Newell and Nordland 
Febrvary 19-26 
Central Presbyterian Church, St. Petersburg 
Speakers: Little, Newell and Nordland 
26-March 2 
Fellowship Bible Church, Jacksonville 
Speaker: Cox 
For further information write: 
EXTENSION DEPARTMENT 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street Chicago 10, Ill. 
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TAKING YOUR 
VACATION 
IN THE WINTER? 


COMBINE IT WITH 
SPIRITUAL 
REFRESHMENT! 






















Sidney E. Cox 
well-known Bible 
teacher, evangelist 
and composer of 
gospel hymns 


C. B. Nordland 


assistant to the presi- 
dent and manager of 
publications and 
radio division of 
Moody Bible In- 
stitute 


Robert J. Little 


radio pastor and 
Bible teacher of 
WMBI, the radio 
voice of Moody Bi- 
ble Institute 


Philip R. Newell 
dean of student af- 
fairs at Moody Bible 
Institute, well- 
known Bible scholar 
and author 





self-will that you have neglected His 
will? Return to the Bishop of your 
soul. Though the inlook be morbid, 
though the outlook be dark, the uplook 
is filled with promise. Hear, as did 
Joshua, the ringing challenge of your 
God! “Be strong! Be of good courage! 
Be not afraid! Be not dismayed! For I 
am the Lord thy God!” 

As we enter nineteen hundred and 
fifty-six, we do not know what events 
will make their way into our lives. Our 
portion may be prosperity or adversity, 
health or sickness, success or failure, 
elation or tragedy, good life or sudden 
death. Before another twelve-month we 
may be with the Lord. Life is so uncer- 
tain. We know not what the next hour 
will bring forth. But the child of God 
can be sure of one great thing: Our 
Heavenly Father will never forsake us, 
no matter what our portion be. “But 
now thus saith the Lord that created 
thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, 
O Israel. Fear not: for I have redeemed 
thee, I have called thee by thy name; 
thou art mine. When thou passest 
through the waters, I will be with 
thee; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overflow thee; when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, 
the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour. . .” 
(Isa. 43:1-3). “Fear thou not, for I am 
with thee; be not dismayed; for I am 
thy God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I 
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteous- 
ness” (Isa. 41:10). 

Through this truth you may have “a 
prosperous and successful New Year.” 
END 
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the Winter Term 


Yow'll enjoy the unusual beauty 
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train today for tomorrow’s tasks 
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LETTERS 
(Continued from page 2) 


. To an Evangelical there are distinctives 
involved in our basic ground of existence 
that deny the staples of even a de-secular- 
ized American Way of Life—on the religious 
level. 

3. On the basis of these first two dis- 
cussions on my part, author Herberg’s third 
objection, should appear in a different light. 
I did not intend to infer “presupposition- 
less objectivity.” I intended to convey that 
his objectivity was taken from a standpoint 
external to Evangelicalism of the biblically- 
exegeted type. My reaction to the total im- 
pact of the book is that it just about com- 
pletely ignores or glosses the true Evangeli- 
cal picture in American history, though I 
am not saying this was intentional, since 
the author is free to select and obviously is 
forced to do so by the plethora of material. 
In my mind there is no such thing as com- 
plete objectivity. 

In closing may I say, however, that I 
found Author Herberg to be a logical and 
clear writer; one with whom I found gen- 
uine agreement on points of evaluation of 
religion in our day. 

Douctas B. MacCorKLe 
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DEAD SEA SCROLLS 
(Continued from page 15) 


Jr., and Dr. Floyd V. Filson, have taken 
up the challenge thus presented. Very 
fine analyses of the evidence regarding 
this special interpretation have been 
published by them. 


New Light on the Old Testament 


Prior to the discovery of the scrolls, 
translators of the Old Testament had 
been dependent upon Hebrew texts 
which followed a rabbinic revision of 
about 100 A.D. Greek, Syriac, Latin, 
and other translations (based on earlier 
texts in some cases) have been utilized 
to determine a choice of text or mean- 
ing. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls now provide 
texts which preceded this “standard- 
izing” by about 200 years. These earlier 
texts enable scholars to improve the 
translation in some cases. For example, 
the standard Hebrew text of Exodus 1:5 
says, “All the offspring of Jacob were 
seventy persons . . .” whereas in Acts 
7:14, Stephen declares that there were 
75. Ingenious methods of harmonizing 
the two statements have been utilized by 
devout scholars. Their work has been 
made unnecessary but their faith has 
been vindicated by the new Hebrew 
texts at Qumran which have the reading 
75 in Exodus 1:5, supporting the Greek 
which likewise has the same number. 
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Another example of the way in which 
the new texts are clarifying the text of 
the Old Testament is found in a frag- 
ment of the book of Deuteronomy. In 
Hebrews 1:6 the quotation, “Let all the 
angels of God worship him,” is from the 
Old Testament. A somewhat similar 
statement appears in Psalm 97:7 but this 
exact quotation, is not found in the 
Masoretic Hebrew text anywhere. The 
Septuagint (Greek) translation of Deut- 
eronomy 32:43 includes the quotation. 
The Qumran fragment has this exact 
reading in the Hebrew text. 


Dr. Frank M. Cross, Jr. reports that 
“in six fragments. of the archaic Sam- 
uel . . . the Septuagint is followed thir- 
teen times when the Greek disagrees 
with the Masoretic tradition, against 
four cases when the Qumran text agrees 
with the Masoretic tradition against the 
Septuagint; three to one in favor of the 
Greek tradition. These instances reflect 
the value of the Septuagint in certain 
Old Testament books in arriving at the 
basic meaning of the Word. 


On the other hand, the Masoretic 
(Hebrew) text is also remarkably sub- 
stantiated in certain other Old Testa- 
ment books by the newly-found manu- 
scripts. There are some exceptions to 
this conclusion (as noted above) but 
the general substantiation of the He- 
brew text deals some rather decisive 
blows to the extremes of liberal higher 
criticism. The hey-day of conjectures 
and emendations (scholar’s calculated 
guesses as to the nature and order of the 
texts) is already passed. 

In some cases the Qumran discoveries 
are supplying evidence toward the dat- 
ing of authorship of certain Old Testa- 
ment books. Extreme critical views of 
the date of Ecclesiastes have placed it as 
late as the time of Herod. Dr. James 
Muilenberg says the scroll fragments 
found in Cave IV near Khirbet Qum- 
ran are dated about the middle of the 
second century B.C., and that this 
“gives the coup de grace to earlier views 
of the date of composition . . . and 
makes unlikely a dating in the second 
century.” 


The Scroll of Isaiah 


The complete Isaiah Scroll found in 
Cave I has attracted the most attention, 
has been reproduced in facsimile illus- 
tration frequently, and is usually con- 
sidered in the popular mind as the most 
valuable part of the discoveries. How- 
ever, the truth is that the Isaiah Scroll 
is probably not as valuable as many of 
the other manuscripts from the same 
cave and from later discoveries in this 
astounding series. Despite this fact, 
there are several important contribu- 
tions made by the Isaiah Scroll. 

One of the significant values already 
obtained from the Isaiah Scroll is the 


aid to reconstructing the ancient pro- 
nunciation of Hebrew. In ordinary He- 
brew printed texts, the vowels are in- 
dicated by a system of “pointing” de-, 
vised in the Middle Ages. In the Isaiah 
Scroll, the vowels are spelled out right. 
in the text. 

Dewey M. Beegle has made a study 
of the proper names in the Isaiah 
Scroll and some of the help which is 
now available may be seen from the fol- 
lowing texts: 

Isa. 49:12—‘“‘and these [shall come] 
from the land of Sinim.” The vowels in 
new manuscript show that the land of 
Syene (Yeb in upper Egypt) is clearly 
meant, and not China as proposed and 
accepted by many commentators through 
the years. 

Isa. 20:1—The Authorized Version, 
following the Masoretic text, read “Tar- 
tan” as a proper name. The Qumran 
scroll reads “turtan” which is closely al- 
lied to “turtannu” (Assyrian title for an 
official second in rank). The Revised 
Standard Version rightly renders this 
“commander in chief” as shown by the 
vowel letters in the Qumran scroll. 


Other studies have produced similar 
valuable aids to translation. In Isa. 3: 
24, the last line reads “burning instead 
of beauty” (AV), or “branding instead 
of beauty” (ASV). The new Isaiah 
Scroll supplies the reading “instead of 
beauty, shame” (as in RSV). The reader 
will readily observe how the beautiful 
poetic structure is preserved by this an- 
cient reading. 

Similarity of words causes trouble in 
every language and this trouble is ag- 
gravated in Hebrew when the vowels 
are lacking. A case of this occurs at Isa. 
21:8 where the Masoretic text has the 
word ARIAH (lion). The translators 
have tried to work this word into the 
translation in several different ways (cf. 
AV, ASV). The Qumran text has the 
word RAAH (he who saw), and the 
RSV has utilized this text to give the 
logical me “Then he who saw 
cried . 

From pa few examples of the type 
of text which is now available to us, we 
see that biblical study is entering into 
a new era of fuller understanding of 
God’s original revelation to us — 
His prophets. 


The Scrolls and the New Testament 


When Jesus was presented to the 
Lord (Luke 2:22-35) a man named 
Simeon identified Him as the promised 
Deliverer in words distinctly referring 
to prophecies in the Servant Songs of 
Isaiah. Of Simeon, the Scripture dis- 
tinctly says that he “was righteous and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of 


_Israel” (Luke 2:25), and of Anna, the 


prophetess, Luke reports that she spoke 
of Jesus as the Messiah “to all who were 
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looking for the redemption of Jerusa- 
lem” (Luke 2:38). And at the close of 
our Lord’s earthly life there was Joseph 
of Arimathea who “was looking for the 
kingdom of God” (Luke 23:51). Since 
virtually all the Tews were “looking for” 
the coming of a Messiah, these expres- 
sions seem to imply that this was a spe- 
cial group within Judaism and it is 
quite logical to suppose that these per- 
sons were Essenes or under Essene in- 
fluence. 

Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, 
commented on the saying: “You shall 
love your neighbor and hate your ene- 
my” (Matt. 5:43). This saying is not 
found anywhere in the Old Testament, 
although the opposite practice is re- 
ferred to in II Sam. 19:6. The back- 
ground for this comment has now been 
illuminated by the teaching of the 
Qumran sect that they were “to love all 
the children of light . . . and to hate 


all the children of darkness,” 


The practice enjoined by Jesus (Matt. 
18:15-17) of the disciples to follow pro- 
gressively broader steps in seeking re- 
dress and reconciliation is exactly paral- 
leled by the directions in the Manual of 
Discipline. The “poor in spirit” in the 
famous Beatitudes are now understood 
in clearer light because we find them as 
the opposite of the “hardhearted” in the 
scroll of The War of the Children of 
Light with the Children of Darkness. 
The literature of the Essenes refers to 
the doctrines of sin, grace, judgment, 
and justification. 

The documents speak of the ‘new 

covenant’, are critical of wealth, de- 

mand renunciation of evil, and re- 

quire repentance. They speak of a 

leading group of twelve (and three 

priests, who may be included in the 
twelve). In a more recently published 
fragment of the Essene Manual of 

Discipline, there is a rather close par- 

allel to our Lord’s Supper. It and 

other passages show that the sect felt 
it was living at the end of the age; 
its members expected the final acts of 

God in the near future. 

The Gospel of John, commonly at- 
tributed to Greek influence, has sudden- 
ly become a different sort of document 
in the minds of some scholars because 
of the affinities between it and the Es- 
sene doctrines. The practices of the 
early Church as recorded in Acts and 
the teaching of Paul in the Epistles are 
being enlightened by the study of the 
scrolls. And there are remarkable paral- 
lels in ideas and expressions between the 
scrolls and II Peter 2. 

However, it must be emphasized that 
more can be read into the evidence than 
is legitimate. As is the case with most 
great discoveries, the earlier studies 
tend to go off on tangents and need 
the stabilizing influences of time and 
criticism to bring the real contributions 
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into balance. Dr. Filson’s critique of Du- 
pont-Sommer’s interpretations of the 
scroll points out some far-reaching dif- 
ferences between Jesus and the Essenes, 
and also between the Apostolic Church 
and the Essenes: 

1. Essenes—Zadokite priests are lead- 
ers; New Testament—Jesus not a Jewish 
priest. 


2. Essenes—ascetic, monastic; New 
Testament—wholesomely social. 
8. Essenes—secret traditions; New 


Testament—public testimony and teach- 
ing. 

4. Essenes—emphasis on rank; New 
Testament—emphasis on humility. 

5. Essenes—closely regulated _ lives; 
New Testament—freedom from legalis- 
tic regulations. 

6. Essenes—ritual 
Testament—spiritual 
phases. 

7. Essenes—secrecy about identity of 


the Teacher; New Testament—open dec- 


laration of Jesus as Master and Lord. 

8. Essenes—long probationary period 
for admittance; New ‘Testament—im- 
mediate acceptance of the repentant, 
even the seeking out of the lost. 

Several learned scholars have sounded 
a note of caution in awaiting the results 
of these studies. Actually much of the 
evidence in the form of manuscripts has 
not yet been published, much less sub- 
jected to interpretation and scholarly 
debate. More novel ideas will surely be 
presented, perhaps even accepted by 
large numbers of competent scholars, 
and yet they may in the end be proven 
false. 

A genuine conservative biblical faith 
serves as a wonderful median from 
which one may appropriate the worth- 
while influences of the recurring swings 
of the pendulum of scholarly opinions. 

May it be the hope and prayer of 
every Christian that the eyes of the 
world may be fastened on Jesus as the 
promised Saviour through this new and 
exciting epoch of Biblical scholarship! 
And may young Christians be stimulat- 
ed to dedicate their keen minds to de- 
voted scholarship in the study of these 
valuable, ancient witnesses to the back- 
ground and text of our Bibles! 

END 
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For materials and photographs so 
graciously placed at my disposal for this 
article, I am particularly grateful to 
Dr. Frank M. Cross, Jr., of McCormick 
Theological Seminary, to Dr. John C. 
Trever of Morris Harvey College, and 
to my former professor, Dr. William H. 
Brownlee of Duke University. All of 
these scholars have published material 
in the “Biblical Archaeologist” and the 
“Bulletin of the American Schools of 
Oriental Research.” I am indebted also 
to a number of unnamed sources for 
useful information published in various 
media. 








NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 5) 


meeting at Evanston were thunderstruck 
by the remarkable spiritual insight and 
Christian testimony of Dr. Charles 
Malik, who represents Lebanon in the 
United Nations. 

A member of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church, Dr. Malik quite obviously be- 
lieves in the great basic truths of the 
historic Christian faith. This is vitally 
apparent in the digest of a message he 
delivered some months ago at Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Read with profit: 
“The Peace of Man and the Peace of 
God.” 
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Beginning with the January 1 issue, STRAIGHT 
has a brand-new look! We've made it pocket- 
size so it’s easier to take home to read and 
study during the week. There are more fea- 
tures, too, like Straight Thinking, which gives a 
brief devotional with Scripture reference for 
each day in the week, a planned activity or 
project for every week, and a variety of timely 
articles. A grand total of 32 pages literally 
packed with material for building Christian char- 
acter. And there’s lots of bright color! 

Long-time favorites The Workshop and Friend- 
ship Circle, as well as inspiring programs, chal- 
lenging fiction and timely articles, continue to 
highlight this popular magazine. Teen-agers will 
love every page of STRAIGHT because it speaks 
their language and tells of the things that inter- 
est them. Only 35c. per quarter in quantities. 


Free samples on request 
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We would like to have you preview this series of color filmstrips on 
the LIFE OF CHRIST, praised by churches for its excellence, with no 


obligation on your part to purchase. 


For previewing the LIFE OF CHRIST we will send you at no cost, with 
our compliments, four beautiful Pictachrome Bible Slides in color: 
“The Triumphant Christ”, “Jesus and the Children”, “Head of Christ” 


and “Master”. 


WRITE FOR YOUR PREVIEW SET TODAY! 


CHURCH-CRALET 
PICTUBes, INC. 


The House of Quality 
ST. LOUIS 3, MISSOURI 





FILMSTRIPS 


OR 


FLOWERS? 


FOR LASTING MEMORIALS 


THAT KEEP ON GIVING 





As pastor you are often asked to suggest a 
suitable memorial in memory of some loved one. 
Your church may already have a special 
Memorial Fund awaiting some worthy cause. 


For “lasting memorials that keep on giving” 

we suggest the series of teaching filmstrips on the 
“Life of Christ,” used by many churches 

in the training of future members. 


There is a beautiful thought in suggesting the 
“Life of Christ” filmstrips as a memorial: ... 
The gift in memory of a member who has 
passed away will live on in the lives 

of boys and girls who will be the members 
of the church of tomorrow. 
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